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WHAT IS SMOTIES?
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HUMAN CITIES/SSMOTIES -

CREATIVE WORKS
WITH SMALL AND
REMOTE PLACES

Valentina Auricchio, Ambra Borin, Annalinda De Rosa,
Davide Fassi, Laura Galluzzo, Vanessa Monna, Paolo Russo

Politecnico di Milano, Dipartimento di Design

This contribution illustrates the approach and methodology
designed for the research project Human Cities/SMOTIES -
Creative works with small and remote places (2020/24), co-funded
by the Creative Europe Program of the European Union under
the call “EACEA 32/2019: Support for European cooperation
projects 2020”. Started in 2020, the SMOTIES project belongs

to the Human Cities network involving, since 2006, Design, art,
architecture universities, creative centres, and consultancies.
Spanning all of Europe, Human Cities acts as a platform of
interdisciplinary exchange, examining and acting to improve the
liveability of public spaces by using participatory Design as an
approach to supply processes of innovation.

Human Cities network has been funded throughout the years by
the Creative Europe (Culture sub-programme), consolidating its
approach and creating opportunities in several European contexts
to implement innovative experimentations, nurturing networks,
building capacity with local stakeholders, and diffusing cultural
values. Through SMOTIES, the Human Cities network shifts

its focus from the urban context to small and remote European
villages, districts, and sub-regions which are depopulated,
relationally remote, and depositories of material and immaterial
culture that risk being undervalued, not consolidated, and hence
lost (EY, 2021; OECD, 2020).

#cultural and creator sector
#Design for social innovation
#Design for sustainability
#community-centered design
#Design futures
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These small and remote places will benefit from the Design of cultural and creative
innovations within public spaces and in collaboration with local stakeholders thanks

to the ten project partners (fig. 1), defined as “nodes of creativity”. These are public
institutions, Design centres, creative agencies, national associations, and research
centres located in ten European cities. Partners are working with their small and remote
places at the national level (fig. 2) as activators and supporters of creative works to be
anchored in public spaces. A shared methodology will guarantee a process of engaging
local communities for audience development, transnational mobility of creative
professionals, masterclasses and training for capacity-building purposes, and an impact
evaluation to generate a local long-term legacy.
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fig. 1 Human Cities SMOTIES Partnership and the ten small and remote places.
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and the five municipalities involved



The methodological framework consists of three synergic components that converge into
the SMOTIES Toolbox that all partners are now testing (2022). Based on Design futures
studies approach (Candy & Potter, 2019; Dunne & Raby, 2013; Fry, 2020), the Toolbox is
aimed at providing guiding perspectives (Windows on the Future) toward the future of
small and remote European places. Designed to support a participated foresight process,
the Windows and related tools are meant to enable laypersons and local stakeholders

of the project’s contexts to articulate their expectations of prospective innovations
(Heidingsfelder et al., 2015). Seeking for a stronger impact beyond the SMOTIES project,
the outlined methodology guides the partners to look at medium-term outcomes for 2024
but in a process that looks further into the future, towards 2100 (fig. 3) (fig. 4).

A SHARED METHODOLOGY
T0 LOOK TOGETHER INTO THE FUTURE

NOW MID-TERM LONG-TERM

' N .
> .
4

- -

fig.3 Ilustration representing the scenario building process of the “Windows on the Future”.

#CONNECTING
FHERGVATING UNIVERSITIES
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THE BASSO MONFERRATO LONG-TERM SCENARIO

fig. 4 Nlustration of the Basso Monferrato long-term scenario through key concepts.
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Combining the foresight process with analysis of the use of public spaces (based on an
interdisciplinary approach — urbanism, history, and environmental psychology), partners
are founding the idea generation process together with local stakeholders engaged in
several activities such as masterclasses, open events, and prototyping actions (fig.5).

By answering the European call, the researchers had a strong focus on the impact and
legacy of the outputs and outcomes to be achieved; for this reason, the third section of
the Toolbox is about the set-up of the impact methodology and a co-created assessment
framework. SMOTIES is now defining result indicators to measure the objectives

to be met and the effects obtained by looking at its direct addressees and impact
indicators about the successful influence on the economy and society beyond the direct
interventions.

By the second year of the project, several activities have already been completed: 30
meetings with the locals, 15 masterclasses and training sessions to engage students and
professionals in defining solutions through the use of the Toolbox, 16 traveling talks
communicating and disseminating the first results, three prototyping sessions to test the
solutions and one publication with the collection of 50 European best practices located in
the ten countries involved in the program (fig.6).

Thanks to that methodological approach and deep diving into the context done by each
partner, SMOTIES aims to contribute to reinforcing the identity of these small places and
to transform sustainable opportunities into long-term development strategies. They will
significantly improve the capacities of remote places to become part of a transnational
network thanks to newly created synergies while being firmly embedded in the local
context and establishing an innovative view of the local creative industry and endemic
Design strategies.



THE TIMELINE OF THE ACTIVITIES

2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023

2024

SHARED METHODOLOGY SET-UP

TRAVELLING TALKS
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TART

(721 COMMUNICATION AND DISSEMINATION

fig. 5 The timeline of the SMOTIES project activities (GANTT).

SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES HAPPENING NOW

TRAVELLING TALKS
Atthe Biennale Intemationele

de Design de Saint£tenne 2022
Cté cu cesign, SaintEdemne (FR)
Apri 2022

fig. 6 Some of the SMOTIES project activities happening in the partnership’s European cities.
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