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In this book we will analyse the meaning of the word temporary in relation to the change between space and time, time and use, use and memory. 
Specifically, we will look at the value of the temporary nature of design as applied to the world, the city and its inhabitants, the temporary urban 
solutions (Fassi, 2012), and finally the key place designed to host people’s life: the home. 
Although it can be said that today the meaning of the term “living” is broader and indicates more than a place to sleep, and therefore to the small 
domestic space of a house. This is shown by the fact that today we live at work, we live on the go, we live in the movement, but, the house still 
plays a central role (Galluzzo, 2018). 
 We will then draw up a categorization of the different types of temporary housing. Examples that in the world of design are multiple and, especially 
in recent years, have increased exponentially.  
Temporary design has become an excellent instrument to occupy peripheral, degraded and underutilized areas of the city, to give them a new 
personality and new value, and to then find a more permanent form of use for them. In this sense, the temporary city is one that takes its least used 
areas and aspects and transforms them to accommodate new uses, new identities and new inhabitants. 
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he pre ious chapter presented forty fi e case studies and outlined 
fifteen typologies to classify the numerous e isting e amples. 

lthough all the pro ects analysed refer to the concept of temporary 
li ing, the different categories define more precisely how temporary 
li ing space is used in the conte t of reference by stating the theme 
of temporariness in relation to its use in time and space. 

tarting from this structured classification, in this section, we e plain 
aggregation hypotheses through the construction of maps based 
on the characteristics that most distinguish the e amples presented 
abo e. he maps presented are intended to be a first tool to a better 
understanding of the concept of temporary li ing through the analysis 
of the internal dynamics of society and the city in the broadest sense. 

oncerning the more bottom up e amples specifically, users li ing in 
the city can offer us inno ati e local knowledge that can be replicated, 
adapted and scaled to different urban and pri ate conte ts. 

he maps below refer only to the case studies presented in the 
preceding paragraphs but are intended to be an open, dynamic 
and e ible tool that can constantly be e panded and e tended by 
relating to new e amples. 

he forty fi e case studies are a representation of a more significant 
number of samples that can still be classified and analysed using the 
tools used in this book.

istorical maps  from the s to today

apping the relationship between space and inhabitants 
 

rom spontaneous inter entions to designed solutions

→

→

→



he first map is a historical iew, a timeline containing the different 
contributions to the theme of temporariness throughout the century 
from the s to the present day. n it, we in estigate the theme 
of temporariness through the actions of designers and inhabitants. 

he spaces presented in the pre ious chapter differ not only in 
their structure, forms, materials used, and the conte t in which they 
were designed, but in the way in which each is distinguished by the 
meaning and alue it has constituted for the time in which it was 
concei ed and li ed. his first analysis is intended to be a detailed 
o er iew of most of the case studies presented and an introduction 
not only to the historical time map, but also to the ne t two maps. 

hile in the past temporary pro ects were based on more traditional 
and more durable architectural canons, from the s onwards, 
the e periments of the pre ious decades were translated into a 
desire to push technology and new disco eries to the limits of their 
possibilities ran i, . t the end of the econd orld ar, 
design faced the beginning of reconstruction, years characteri ed by 
intense e perimentation not only in forms and materials, but abo e 
all, design s alue to society. n this conte t, between the end of the 

s and the beginning of the s, is he  illage in orca 
di adore . he design of the illage is an operation of social alue 
that emphasi es the importance of sharing leisure time to strengthen 
social relations. he theme of temporariness in this first case study 
might not seem ery present but rather constitutes its duality. he 
pro ect was created with the idea of lasting in the medium to long 
term but becoming acti e through temporary cyclical moments, i.e., 
during the holiday weeks of  employees. n this sense, therefore, 
the space is permanent and the concept of temporariness refers to 
the way and time of e periencing the space.  

he ad ent of the s marked a clear shift in perspecti e in which 
temporary li ing was re ected more in research and e perimentation  
on the one hand, in relation to inno ati e materials and, on the other, 
through new ways of using public space. bout this last theme the 
e amples presented interpret temporariness in two different but 
parallel directions.  first line in estigates temporariness in relation to 
the concept of mo ement and, thus, in reference to space. he pro ects 
by llan e ler, ucy orta, art n a and the photographs by 

iyamoto yu i tell of li ing spaces in mo ement which, thanks to 
their product spatial configuration or the materials with which they 
are made, can be adapted to different conte ts. he li ing space, its 
location in space, and the way it is used are decisions that are left to 
the user, making the product mutable in time and space. he second 
line, on the other hand, narrates the pri ate public dualism. n this 

3.3.1  Historical Maps: from the 1950s to today

mapping - temporary housing solutions
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case, ichael akowit s arasite works by o ercoming this barrier 
by temporarily bringing some elements of pri ate and domestic space 
out into the world outside .  mong the case studies that animated 
this decade, we can obser e how e perimentation and the study of 
plastic materials in uenced the design of the dwelling, which finally 
frees itself of rigidity, takes on soft lines, and reduces in si e, coming 
into close contact with the body, like a second skin. efuge ear 

abiten by ucy orta openly manifests the procedures for defining 
a person s space, i.e., how she produces her own spatial condition 
o er time . 

he transition from the th century to the current one has been 
characteri ed by the large number of inno ations that ha e impacted 
all sectors, but also by the social phenomena that ha e in ol ed us, 
from the web to the mobile phone to the irtual communities that 
followed rtole a, . n these years, e perimentation related to 
the theme of mo ement continued, culminating in the e emplary work 
of infried aumann in which the concept of temporariness refers to 
the frenetic lifestyle of the new urban nomads  aumann, . 

he pro ect also brings to light another theme that characteri es that 
period, namely artistic pro ocation as a means of social denunciation. 

aumann  writes nstant ousing offers a place to stay to 
people who, abo e all, are ictims of arious social changes  but it 
also helps modern working nomads, for e ample, who ha e to show 
permanent spatial and temporal e ibility due to their work. lthough 
suitable for an e eryday conte t, the li ing space for urban nomads 
is also an artistic space  its sculptural functional character draws 
attention to the changes in our postmodern, mobile society. hat do 
they mean today, and what will they mean in the future, a roof o er 
one s head, a shelter, a home and a dwelling  he nstant ousing 
pro ect lies between material functionality and an artistic concept 
that responds e ibly to a changing and more mobile society with 
its spectrum of needs . he pro ect shows how art can incorporate 
certain social imperati es and contemporary architectural issues. rt 
production is not only a re ection on the social condition of the time, 
but also a tool for imagining more or less utopian future scenarios 
re ected in futuristic architecture. ndrea ittel says of her pro ect 
that blending both communal and pri ate spaces, the encampment 
re ects a sci fi pioneer aesthetic. erybody has their desert fantasy  
my particular fantasy was probably li ing on an alien landscape 4.  

ompared to the pre ious decade, the re ection around public
pri ate space also continues with works such as ucksack ouse 
by tefan berstadt, rban amping by import.e port rchitects. 

rchitecture or the pro ect i accourbano  by iogene ro ect, in 
which public space is populated o er longer or shorter periods of time 
by more or less communal li ing arrangements.  

he digiti ation of contemporary cities is producing an enormous 
amount of information, pro iding new means with which to 



understand our lifestyles and social dynamics. ity users can 
now pro ide local knowledge through a bottom up approach, 
contributing information through the use of technologies that are 
widely spread through smartphones and apps. y posting photos, 
checking in at specific locations and sharing georeferenced content 
as part of their daily e periences, people are increasingly making 
information a ailable about how they li e, use and percei e urban 
spaces  iuccarelli, upi  imeone, . his period, from  
to the present day, is characteri ed by a dense acti ity in design and 
architecture that combines technological de elopment, as a means 
of inno ation, with a focus on the growth of interest in en ironmental 
issues. y consciously addressing the process of adaptation to 
economic, social and climatic changes and generating new uses of 
space, it is possible to in estigate what implications urban transition 
may ha e in the reorgani ation of cities, but also of rural and remote 
places olero  itillo, .  printing or laser cutting technologies 
offer the opportunity to make li ing space easily self reali able using 
simple materials such as wood or plastic. he space thus becomes 
e tremely e ible, adapting to the user s needs. he designer does 
not sell a pre packaged space, but designs the time of the e perience 
the inhabitant will li e in that space. iki ouse concei ed by pen 

ource ousing, uild ystem by tudio ark or  by  
and ario ucinella rchitects speed up production installation times 
by constituting a functional choice for permanent or temporary li ing 
needs. ew building technologies also respond to the increasingly 
e ident need to gi e e eryone the chance to ha e a home and to 
make li eable e en those places where it is more comple  to li e 
or build traditional  dwellings. he solutions in response to these 
needs are many and interpret the theme of temporariness as an act 
of sharing. ri ate space is therefore no longer a space owned by 
the indi idual, but is shared o er time by different users. he li ing 
space can thus be stable and unchanging in its form, while taking 
on a different alue for each inhabitant who li es in it. amples of 
this are residences for workers or students such as rban igger by 

ig, ight ouse .  by , ne  ouse by an o e
ent el or ac ntepa illon by  rchitects in which the space 

li es of human relationships are in constant e olution.
he last decade brings with it a long re ection on how our way of 

e periencing public and pri ate space has changed. t brings to light 
the need for a reappropriation of public spaces as places for sharing 
the common good. ri ate space comes outside the walls that contain 
it  it shows itself outside to interact with public space. he result of this 
hybridi ation identifies places of temporary e perimentation where 
short term actions take place, but where different factors may turn 
into medium or long term assi, . oing beyond the concept 
of home defined by en amin  as a locali ed space defined 

mapping - temporary housing solutions
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in time, we identify a new framework of li ing characteri ed by 
mo ement, mutability and interrelational richness. aumlaborberlin 
with otel habby habby, for e ample, e periments with this mode 
of aggregation by hybridi ing and blurring pri ate space into public 
space through a network spread throughout the city. imilarly, sterni 
during ilano esign eek  or olo  by a  in estigate the 
permeation of public space through temporary locali ed actions. 

uring the years of the pandemic the theme of temporariness 
returned in general, highlighting e en more the fragility of our 
sedentary lifestyles. his phenomenon triggered a desire to return to 
origins, simplicity and authentic places, bringing with it a redisco ery 
for e ploration. hanks to working from home , it becomes possible 
to detach the space of pri ate life from work. emoto ommunity 
speaks olumes about o ercoming this cohesion by defining a new 
dichotomy. he pro ect challenges the creation of a new model of 
li ing that allows e eryone to get out of the city routine, increase 
well being and build new networks of social relations. e are talking 
about digital nomads who li e and tra el with the essentials, mo ing 
from one destination to another, defining new forms of li ing marked 
by the loss of a settled space in which to wea e the threads of their 
e istence isanu, . ommunities of remote workers shape the 
places and hori ons of their e eryday life through the immateriality 
of the home, translating the concept of the temporary into new ways 
of concei ing, organi ing and e periencing their space. 

NOTES

http www.progettoborca.net anna de sal adoruna scheda sul illaggio  
https ugolapietra.com anni internoesterno
https www.studio orta.com en artwork refuge wear habitent
https www. ittel.org4

→ apping of  categories
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n the second mapping, we e amine the e ibility of spaces in relation 
to the interaction with inhabitants. n particular, we in estigate 
how space can adapt to the indi idual or con ersely how the user 
configures and shapes space according to his or her needs.  
n order to better understand this broad theme and correctly interpret 
the map presented here, it is necessary to refer to the theme of 
dwelling and domestic space through the two different alues it can 
embody  home as occupation  or home as adaptation  allu o, 

. n particular, the first interpretation is seen as the relationship 
between the space and the inhabitant, and from this relationship 
emerges the term occupation , which indicates the strategies, actions 
and feelings that allow us to appropriate  the place called home, 
to make it ours, to establish a deep and intimate bond between it 
and oursel es. umerous literary te ts point in this direction, as well 
as arious artistic representations, but also psychological writings, 
such as reud s famous interpretation, which established a parallel 
between the interior of the psyche and the interior spaces of one s 
home  allu o, . 

he space, howe er, is primarily designed both in technical material 
terms and by attributing a design metaphor of meaning to the pro ect. 

3.3.2  Mapping the relationship between space and inhabitants 

mapping - temporary housing solutions

USER
occupation

From the relationship between the house and 
its inhabitants, we draw the term occupation, 
which indicates a strong relationship, 
dictating the strategies and actions that the 
individual performs to feel that the space, 
mainly the interior, is his/her own.

Transformation is understood as the process 
that modifies the domestic space by 
accommodating the evolutions and 
organization of the home by interpreting the 
different identities of its inhabitants. 
The space is designed to anticipate future 
evolutions of the space while at the same 
time leaving a trace of past and present uses.

Adaptation indicates changes and 
modifications that the house may and 
must undergo to accommodate and 
welcome the lives of its inhabitants. 

adaptation

transformationDESIGNER
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n this case, the interior designer s role is to predict e olutions and 
to organi e the home in such a way that it can best accommodate 
transformations and, particularly for temporary homes, the different 
identities of its inhabitants. his means knowing how to plan 
adaptations o er time, managing the necessary changes so as 
to take the pro ect in its entirety, in its complete temporality  past, 
present and, abo e all, future. 

his idea of designing future transformations of spaces and at the 
same time lea ing a trace, a sign of past uses, can be called the 
legacy of interiors with the intention of lea ing something for the 
future, for the ne t generations.  

here are therefore two le els of interpretation of the e ibility 
and identity of the inhabited space. n the one hand we find the 
designer, who through the design decides how and what alue that 
space will take on through time and use, while on the other hand 
we see the inter ention of the user and how through his actions he 
shapes the temporary inhabited place by modifying it, reinterpreting 
it and gi ing it new meanings. n the map presented, it is interesting 
to note how these two degrees of interpretation are intertwined and 
how the degree of transformation  the designer has designed greatly 
in uences the effect that the user s action brings to the space. 
f the adaptation and or occupation mainly concerns the pri ate 
interior space, the transformati e action can also refer to the public 
space  particularly, how the pri ate space affects and in uences the 
pro imate public space. hrough these two complementary le els of 
interpretation, we can thus denote the o erall degree of e ibility of 
the space in relation to its inhabitants.

3.4
Scheme 
From Occupation to 
Transformation

©  Valentina Facoetti

→→



mapping - temporary housing solutions

 

ADAPTATION   

   
 

 

 

  

   
 

*REFUGEE HOUSING UNIT (RHU) / 
IKEA FOUNDATION

 

  
 

 

 

 

*TREEHOTEL - BLUE CONE / 
SANDELLSANDBERG

+

TR
A

N
SF

O
R

M
AT

IO
N

-



con-temporary living

 

OCCUPATION

TR
A

N
SF

O
R

M
AT

IO
N

  

 

 

 

 

 

*REFUGE WEAR - HABITENT / 
LUCY HORTA

*FESTIVAL OF THE WORLD / 
SOUTHBANK CENTRE

*COCON / 
MICASA LAB 

*PARASITE / 
MICHAEL RAKOWITZ

*10 SMART SQM / 
TENGBOM ARCHITECTS

  

*CARDBOARD HOUSES / 
MIYAMOTO RYUJI 

  
 

 

 

 

 alentina acoetti



he third map shows the different degrees of the pro ect, ranging 
from spontaneous solutions  real shelters built around the body 
with sal aged materials sometimes ust because the artists and 
designers are making a statement   to more comple  solutions and 
more successful pro ects in terms of space performance. 

his map is intended to emphasi e, as in the pre ious section, how 
the cases presented open up to the city and its conte t, or close 
inwards, delineating intimate spaces. 

ublic space increasingly offers the opportunity to imagine, 
design and e periment new urban models by defining new ways 
of e periencing space. n recent decades, the boundary between 
pri ate space and urban conte t has become increasingly blurred. 

ransformations of e uilibrium occur through the inter ention of 
inhabitants, who through their more or less oluntary actions shape 
new ways and uses of public, pri ate and semi public space. n this 
conte t, the pandemic period highlighted the alue of spaces such 
as fa ades, terraces or windows. hese spaces, although pri ate, 
constitute the space of hybridi ation between the two opposites, 
facilitating the connec tion between pri ate and public. 

e li e in towns that are in daily, continuous and sometimes 
instantaneous transformation. ities that find inno ati e force from 
bottom up initiati es where spatial and ser ice designers act as 
facilitators of processes. heir temporary urban solutions generate 
urban scenarios and create places, they interact with a city that is 
an actress in a daily spectacle  assi, . tarting from these 
acti ities, many of the e amples we ha e illustrated work in this 
direction, identifying semi public spaces of pro imity through their 
actions. ome began with an indi idual pro ect with the intention of 
progressi ely spreading to other spaces in the cities. 

he freer the public space in which we open up, the easier it is to 
permeate it. n free spaces, people rela , obser e, and act, regardless 
of rules. his happens because free spaces allow for spontaneous 
e ents and practices  ranck  te ens, . hey are spaces that 
offer greater aggregation and transformation into common space. n 
this conte t, the dichotomy between action and inaction e ol es into 
the relationship between formal and informal, which is closely related 
to the formal and informal use of space e irolamo, . 

e can therefore state that the personal action of the indi idual, 
and thus the possibility of hybridi ing pri ate and public space, 
occurs more when the architectural design lea es free space for 
interpretation by the user cott, .

dopting the theme of the li ing city  theori ed by ane acobs 
, urban space is reinterpreted by taking the human scale into 

consideration. uman beings re appropriate public space to de elop 

3.3.3  From spontaneous interventions to designed solutions 
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mi ed societies and cancel their dependence on the machine, 
promoting the attitude of disco ering the city, its public s uares and 
other settings for a new urban life. 

y considering public space as an opportunity, urban planning 
must recogni e the inter ention of its inhabitants as a tool for 
urban regeneration. n urban planning and design, temporariness 
and permeability must be seen more readily as key components of 
growth and regeneration e irolamo, .
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