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MIAW
The MIAW-Milan International Architecture Workshop is the
international intensive programme at the Politecnico di Milano -
School of Architecture Urban Planning Construction Engineering,
that provides an international design forum for schools, teachers
and students, but it is also an informal platform to discuss issues
and share ambitions that education implies. lts aim is to stimulate
cross-over thinking between researches and practitioners in
the design field, involving different scales and encouraging an
interdisciplinary approach towards design problems. Each class
has an international guest professor of high profile whose activity
and interests are related to the different study courses and
disciplinary areas characterising our School.
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Storytelling as design outcome

Francesca Zanotto

Students working in WS.01 with Anna Marie Fisker had the oppor-
tunity to develop a fundamental skill, extremely valuable in the con-
temporary labour market: storytelling.

The high competition and the limited attention span of the pub-
lic, accustomed to a quick use of images, concepts and products,
make the ability to tell the story around an idea with few words, clear
notions and key figures a skill every young architect and design practi-
tioner should have.

In just eight days of work, Fisker’s students have been driven through
a subtle process of clarification and logical simplification of their sto-
ries about future regeneration scenarios for Lorenteggio neighbour-
hood. From the first observation of the area and detection of general
issues, the four groups have narrowed the field through the con-
struction of an “operational manifesto” guiding their work, made of
a selection of six images took in the area and two/three keywords.
Arfter, they elaborated a design strategy: a clear and simple spatial
concept, translating into the area of Lorenteggio a vision addressing
Issues, weaknesses and themes highlighted in the first phase.

The preliminary manifesto and the design strategy have then been
linked through a whole story, developed initially in a storyboard around
a limited number of scenes, twelve visual passages that should an-
swer these questions: Where? Who? What? Why? How? The limit
was a tool to focus on decisive narrative transitions and keep stories
short and effective.
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The first outlines have then been carefully integrated and sharpened, to
obtain four final clear-cut videos:

four stories telling how architecture, food, nature and urban agriculture
can work synergistically in the definition of a regeneration scenario for
Lorenteggio neighbourhood.

Anna Marie Fisker's approach has therefore unlocked multiple outcomes
of the workshop.

Students have not only elaborated clear architectural concepts for the
regeneration of Lorenteggio district, but they have also developed, test-
ed and perfected a methodology for an effective storytelling:

a crucial skill for the many, disparate paths a young architect may un-
dertake today.



