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«Being an architect is a vocation, teaching architecture is a vocation to the square as one needs quite 
an élan vital, otherwise it is pointless to even try. […] Future architects must be educated in their minds, 
hearts and senses. The information of the different technical disciplines cannot be analytical but must 
address the real requirements of a modern architect who is increasingly the creator of new phenomena, 
and coordinates without replacing the activities of the specialists he works with. Information, all of it, 
must be used in educational terms» (Rogers, 1959).

Such famous statement, written in the late 1950s by Ernesto Nathan Rogers about the education of 
architects, brilliantly summarises the set of implications underlying the teaching of architecture. These 
include the knowledge and transmission of “technical disciplines” as much as the “élan” of an “educa-
tional” practice that can never be merely the transmission of notions. The dialogue between two poly-
technic institutions, the Scuola di Architettura Urbanistica Ingegneria delle Costruzioni (AUIC) [School 
of Architecture Urban Planning Construction Engineering] of the Politecnico di Milano and the Escuela 
Técnica Superior de Arquitectura (ETSAM) [Higher Technical School of Architecture] of the Universidad 
Politécnica de Madrid, encourages and stimulates a meditation about the teaching of the architectural 
discipline that, compared to many others, offers remarkable levels of variability, interpretation and “cus-
tomisation”, as it incorporates features and foundations of both scientific and artistic disciplines.

Comparing teaching itineraries and methodologies within the same School, and between different 
Schools, highlights different features, specificities and qualities. As explained in the essays collected in 
this book, the figure of the “professor” plays a central role in the educational and pedagogic process. His 
work, in and out of the classroom, represents the “living” testimony to the critical-theoretical debate 
developed over time. In this sense, this book represents a cultural survey of the thought and work of 
some of the protagonists of the teaching-learning relationship.

The construction of a scientific and reasoned bibliography on these issues is extremely important, 
albeit challenging, as it must include different realms and types of contributions. Such bibliographic 
itinerary is designed as an operational tool that, while non-exhaustive regarding the figures and issues 
involved in architectural teaching, hopefully activates explorations and surveys about the relationship 
between practice and theory in such activity within the process of cultural education of architects.

The bibliographic itinerary provides a critical selection of the main reference texts about the teach-
ing and education of architecture and design, with a particular focus on the two cultural contexts of the 
Schools involved in the dialogue. This reasoned bibliography is designed to trace an “itinerary” aimed at 
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guiding whoever intends to approach the issues in question.
Given the high complexity and heterogeneity of the contributions, the organisation of the bibliog-

raphy opted for a chronological listing of references, articulated into two main thematic realms of refer-
ence that can be used to explore in a more or less direct way the issues treated in Teaching Architecture.

The first section, titled “education and transmission of knowledge in the education of architects” lists 
the main books – mostly Italian – about the teaching and education of architecture. They range from 
contributions about some masters and professors of Italian Schools of Architecture – about whom sev-
eral bibliographic references are available and summarised here – to some meditations about teaching in 
specific contexts (Milan, Venice, Rome), as well as reference texts about education and teaching by the 
authors of the essays in this book, and therefore related to the Italian and Spanish contexts.

In addition, the bibliography includes a selection of texts about the “transmission of knowledge” not 
related to this specific disciplinary realm. The second section, titled “for a culture of design”, presents a 
selection of fundamental texts in terms of the cultural orientations of the architect, and for this reason 
considered essential for his education. This section also includes some papers by the professors involved 
in this book, considered as particularly relevant for their critical thought.
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