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MIAW
The MIAW-Milan International Architecture Workshop is the
international intensive programme at the Politecnico di Milano -
School of Architecture Urban Planning Construction Engineering,
that provides an international design forum for schools, teachers
and students, but it is also an informal platform to discuss issues
and share ambitions that education implies. Its aim is to stimulate
cross-over thinking between researches and practitioners in
the design field, involving different scales and encouraging an
interdisciplinary approach towards design problems. Each class
has an international guest professor of high profile whose activity
and interests are related to the different study courses and
disciplinary areas characterising our School.
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AUID PHD PROGRAM
Architectural urban interior
design

The AUID PhD Program in Architectural Urban
Interior Design promotes research, studies and
projects focused on the analysis, interpretation and
development of design processes and techniques,
directly related with the horizon of contemporary
architecture.

AUID PhD candidates Alberto Geuna, Valerio Maria Sorgini,
Greta Maria Taronna and Chiara Pradel will collaborate
with MIAW with a critical essay on themes relevant to their
research, spanning from didactical methodology, history,
landscape and design.

The PhD Program explores architectural culture in all
aspects, in between theoretical and operational practice,
essentially through two main methodological frames:

*Research on architectural, urban and interior design paradigms
(design, theory, critique) where in-depth analysis of the contents
of disciplinary, and not disciplinary contributions, takes to the
elaboration of original theoretical and critical assumptions.

*Applied design research, in which design is considered as the
driver of the research process, the field where to test and to change
theoretical and technical premises and thesis.

AUID PHD PROGRAM
Architectural urban interior
design

Form and format | The architectural workshop as a
framing device
Alberto Geuna

Infrastructural ground | From the green to the mise-
en-abime of the infrastructure inside the city
Chiara Pradel

Layers and strata of the city | "Working with Layers"

as a Methodology in Intensive Design Experiences
Valerio Maria Sorgini

The architectural graft in the stratified city | Micro /

Macro approaches and outcomes
Greta Maria Taronna



WS.B /Thierry Lagrange

G The Mirror

Tha dea of the progest wiss gudkss By a sironyg mlenest n
understanding the essance of the Perco Agricolbo Sud di Miano
urd how It could bave boen given vue withou! ary nvashe
rierserton (o sach and unoonbiamratos sray,

Viaiing the =ite srag Severnl Tmaes, gave the chanco 10 otsene
1hes place from differant points of view, therefore gudng bom &
process of “cbeenadion” tovwards a pracess of “perception” of
the Conmend,

A% o resut, the icee of providing 4 specal perspective with
the anadesy exsting perspacines and parts of view in the
uress, 50 48 o pa out for the cbeenver tha histancy) meaning
urd kdentity of the piece by meens of 8 topographicyl art
ristalation, reciecting the vsiors ey and provasdng strong
sansabiona.,

To ©o 50, the choce was tht of uang threo mirrored prams to be
slaced in & speachic spot, & the intersaction of Some of the men
mporiant axs within the ared [va Baroding, wis San Marchettol
sach one of which s kxadng lowerss the thees Cascinas @ Cascra
San Maroo: Cascrsy Sun Merchaetto; Casona ¢ Mezza,

Each sram woukd be onentes towards the Cantrod of the
miarsechion =pot. This wity, 1he miroes prowdes 1o the vaswer
standing 1 the centee the posstilly 10 @apenance the sght of al
e the Cancies, a8 each ane of the pnsns wodks resrect the ¢y
vy fowaerds two of the Cascing

Furtherrnoes, he sensation of an endess, uncontsnnated place
wauki be enbances by mesrs of continuing the hanzon ne.

Infrastructural ground
From the green to the mise-en-abime of the infrastructure inside
the city

by Chiara Pradel

In the Miaw worksheps the term green already emerges from the
title of the theme assigned for the studios: the new M4 infrastructural
intervention, which is named the green-blue dorsal and connects the
east and the west part of Milan, is seen as a main territorial backbone
that should be linked to the relevant existing landscapes.

Infrastructure and landscape

The contraposition between rural infrastructural systems (canals,
embankments, local passages over borders-line of land lots...) that
have become constituent part of the overall landscape pattern
(Jackson 1997) and the superimposed, hierarchical trans-national or
regional transport networks that create isolation, fragment or contrast
(Rowe 1991), since the second half of the twentieth century seems to
be cvertaken by an idea of infrastructure conceived as an ever more
inclusive item, continuously interacting with the plurality of the city.
Architectures, soft mobility systems, emerging ecological, economic
and social issues are entering the infrastructural design process,
together with the design of infrastructural landscapes, understood
both as changeable sceneries perceived at different speeds and

as outdoor spaces affected, crossed and deeply transformed by
highways, railroads, underground lines.

Looking, on the other hand, at the expanding field of landscape
architecture (Meyer 1997), the urgent necessity to foster the
contemporary meaning of the green design, which is less and less
linked to purely aesthetic or semiotic purposes (Allen 1999) and
mere addressed to the need to intervene toward wide constructed



ecologies, challenging land redevelopment and remediation processes,
complex urban and territorial urgencies that invelve multi-disciplinary
interchange of knowledge (engineering, ecolegy, urban planning,
architecture fields) has led to progressively direct the landscape
architects imaginative attention toward the question of infrastructure,
even going so far as to conceive “landscape as infrastructure”
(Bélanger 2009).

The theme of the MIAW 2020 thus enters in an extensive, topical
research context, investigating on the contemporary relationship
between infrastructure and landscape, questioning the specificity of
the city of Milano trough the perspective of intensive workshops lead
by international architects.

Reading the infrastructural presence

After an overview of the work-in-progress and the final exposition of
the results produced by the students during two weeks, it is possible
tc observe that the workshops has not been merely addressed to a
kind of decontextualized design of parks, gardens, outdcor furniture,
greenery propesals. Every studio by contrast has deeply entered intc a
dense compendium of cognitive operations, site investigation actions,
architectural methodologies and design approaches, that involves for
example the search for ecological dynamics and wild atmospheres
inside the city (WS D / Gabriela Seifert), the attempt 1o build a matrix
of design interventicns that connects the present and the past
dimensions (WS C / Gunilla Svensson), the definition of a real and an
ideal space where it is possible to project personal ways of seeing,
creative observations and individual perceptions (WS F / Klas Ruin -
Ola Broms).

In particular the analysis of three workshops could be used to illustrate
the quite opposite directions taken in the reading of the infrastructural
presence: the approaches that starts from the outdoor spaces

touched by the new M4 line to understand the feelings of the involved
inhabitants,

the others that starts from the inner, unuttered dimension of the
designers whe face the rediscovered landscapes connected with the
M4 line and should translate those individual thoughts through design
tools, the lasts that use the green spaces of the infrastructure to
design others mincr infrastructures, as pedestrian bridges.

The first workshop (WS A / Cany Ash) begins from an analysis of the
physical places near the metro stations (Parco Solan, Piazza Vetra) and
of their daily activities and events and aims tc increase the capacity to
support the sense of place of the visitors and to diversify public uses.
Thus, starting from the recognition of the concrete, visible aspects

of the two parks, the proposed method encourages the students to
comprehend and interpret the social behaviors that, on daily basis,
give life to the sites. The results is the definition of two videos, also
accessible through a website, and the exposition of trains of thought,
personal considerations and hypothetical desires of the citizens,
interpreted by the students. This approach, based on the cbservation
of the real space, leads to a kind of progressive dematerialization of
the infrastructure: the M4 line is decomposed into the multiplicity of
opinions, ambitions and desires of those who lives or simply visit them.
The architecture resulting from this experience is based more on a
discursive system and less on an auctorial design, while the green
appears to be that public, flexible space suitable to host collective

and immaterial inputs and outputs that come to the light following the
triggering event of the infrastructural intervention.

The second considered workshop (WS B / Thierry Lagrange) is
based on a different, quite antithetical process, because aims 1o
bring the mental and intangible aspects that come into the minds
of the students from the reading of the green spaces, into tangible
design propesals. The steps of this process moves more from the
interiority to exteriority, first thanks tc a careful personal observation,



then by mapping the specific intellectual considerations trough images
and drawings techniques and finally translating them into extremely
different design proposals, that affect the real spaces in artistic way.
The infrastructure therefore becomes an opportunity to express the
hidden potential of neglected sites, stirring a strong individual design
interpretation, while the green spaces provide the right context where
to powerfully express personal, innovative approaches to the M4 line
landscapes, without impesing preconceived formal ends.

The third example (WS E / Roberto Cremasccoli), which focuses on
Dateo and subsequently expands trough five neighboring stations,
considers the connective problems emerging from the sites and
refers to the new infrastructural context as a fluid organism. The

final proposals intersect superficial, overground and underground
landscapes and create an interesting system of passages, pedestrian
crossing and articulated links in relation with the open spaces
connected with the M4 line.

The mise-en-abime of the infrastructure inside landscape

Even if the used methods seem to take different directions, it is
possible to symbolically look at the results through the lens of the
mise-en-abime of the infrastructure inside the green spaces of the city.

On a first level, this interpretation becomes quite evident looking at
the proposals arising in different workshops, like the intersections
designed in the WS D and in the WS E: a network of minor
infrastructures that literally suggests, somehow reproducing its
connective function, its complexity, its multi-layered dimension, the
presence of the bigger ocne. There are, however, further reading levels.
In some cases, as in the WS A and WS B, the MIAW workshcps
became an oppoertunity to transform the landscapes intc multi-layered
real and imaginative grounds, spaces of resonance and simultaneous
projections of coexisting stories (of “the human infrastructures”, as

defined by Cany Ash) inside a bigger story — the M4 infrastructure

— within the complexity of the city. The proposed landscape design
approaches seek for innovative sclutions interacting with the city and
with the meaning of the infrastructural presence, no longer referring to
a green traditionally conceived as a result of late recovery processes
of voids or to a twe-dimensional tracing of residual areas inside a
draft plan. The design perspectives often shift from the attempt to
forcefully re-naturalize small portions of land or to prospect fragments
of pastoral innocence as a guilty compensation for the realization of
the new metro line. On the contrary green spaces appear as sites that
should collect oeuvres both physically and innerly embedded inside
another wider oeuvre, becoming the core in which to fathom the
complexity of meanings of the infrastructural framework and to root its
connective tissues in a composite way, leading to a mere topoloegical
approach of the infrastructure itself.

Finally, the mise-en-abime in the ancient visual system of heraldry also
means to place something smaller in the center of a similar bigger
framework. This relationship of a center-within-a center indicates the
experience of seeing into two mirrors infinitely reflecting one entity into
the other, as if, from the landscapes, cne could deeply lcok at the
uncanny meaning of the infrastructure, and viceversa.
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