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CA2RE+ is a joint platform for research in all fields
of architecture, design, and arts, and supports
early-career researchers and Ph.D. students to
improve the quality of their research within the
realm of Design-Driven Research.

The CA2RE+ Strategic Partnership builds on

the experience of the CA?2RE community and

it is supported by The Erasmus+ Strategic
Partnership. It comprises 9 European Universities
in association with ARENA (Architectural Research European Network
Association), EAAE (European Association for Architectural Education), and
ELIA (European Network for Artistic Research). The project, running for 3
years, develops a collective learning environment through the Evaluation of
Design-Driven Doctoral Training. Design-Driven Doctoral research (DDDr)

is taken as a multidisciplinary example of an experiential learning-through-
evaluation model, appropriate for identification and promoting relevance of
research singularity, its transparency, and recognition, to award excellence in
doctoral training for creative and culturally rooted solutions of contemporary
design-driven developments.

CA2RE+ is intended to bring together senior staff, advanced researchers, and
early-career researchers to understand, scrutinize, and improve research
quality through an intensive peer review at key intermediate stages. The
conferences are platforms to develop a “Collective Learning Environment
through the Evaluation of DDDr Training; to create Evidence of DDDr Learning
Environment and Evaluation Materials; to identify the DDDr Strategies, to
explicate the DDDr Evaluation process and to prepare the DDDr Framework.
We wish to contribute to the open and diverse fields that exist in architectural,
design, and artistic research, to include subjects such as environmental design,
sustainable development, interior design, landscape architecture, urban
design/ urbanism, music, performing arts, visual arts, product design, social
design, interaction design, etc.

Its backbone is a series of biannual international and intercultural INTENSIVE
STUDY PROGRAMMES for doctoral candidates, guided by experienced
evaluators from participating universities and invited experts.

The 8th CA2RE conference together with the 3rd CA?RE+ event series is



promoted by the Department of Architecture and Urban Studies (DAStU) and
the Ph.D. Program in Architectural Urban Interior Design at the Politecnico di
Milan. The main topic of the event is COMPARISON. The focus will narrow
by comparing design strategies and tactics applied to highlight common
approaches and methodological recursions.

Practice & Design-Driven Research encompasses many different forms of
research in which (architectural, design, and artistic) practice and the results
thereof, are implemented as a means to generate and disseminate new
knowledge. This includes contemporary alternative formulations of the field,
like Artistic Research, Research by Design, Practice-Based/Led Research,
Creative Practice Research. The CA2RE+ explicates the transformative

and innovative power of highly individual strategies in artistic research, the
diversity of research traditions, and the integrative nature of architectural
design research, able to face the contemporary knowledge fragmentation from
humanities, social sciences, and technology. It explicates the interdisciplinary
relevance of convergent thinking, mastering wicked problems, open-ended
processes, resilience, and risk, as well as orientation to future, all present in
Design Driven Doctoral Research (DDDr). It explicates the didactic relevance
of DDDr for training creative professionals on how to use the integrative power
of design thinking to master open-ended processes while solving contemporary
spatial dilemmas (sociological, climate-change-related, political).
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Gennaro Postiglione, Alessandro Rocca

The CA2RE+ program enters normal research activities like a detonator,
circulating ideas that subvert the habits cultivated within each department.
This tension between the centripetal and the centrifugal is the rule. On the
one hand, the need to strengthen a Faculty and a group of researchers’
internal cohesion is evident. On the other hand, a continuous exchange with
the outside world is equally vital, with interlocutors different enough to arouse
friction but also similar enough for a good mutual understanding. This double
polarity was described with great precision by Arata Isozaki in the essay
Japan-ness, referring to Japanese culture’s periodic oscillation, between
opening and closing, in the relationship with other cultures.

In a researcher’s trajectory, these moments alternate in a way that is not
always predictable, but it is clear that today the push for exchange is more
necessary than ever, constituting the very basis of research funded on a
European frame. However, we must not forget how often the most exciting
research, those that are genuinely able to bring advancement of knowledge in
architectural design, occur by individuals or small groups that act in solitude
or, at least, at a distance of security from university institutions. Therefore,
there is a gap between research as a solitary path, often an individual
adventure, and research as a firmly founded project, recognized



by institutions, incorporated into academic activity’s daily routine.

This duality is a problem when it leads to the failure to acknowledge and

use individual research results within institutional research. For example, it is
essential to understand the value, and the necessity, of singular and personal
contributions such as Isozaki’s essay, quoted earlier.

The research doctorate is the place where these two modalities overlap,
where the institution is responsible for supporting and guiding research that, in
academic practice, is based on individual research. Therefore, the doctorate
plays this valuable role in connecting the two phases, comparing the personal
path’s process with the university environment’s plurality and codes.

In CA2RE+, the relationship between individuals and organizations represents
the center of innovation. In the research discussion, the institutions remain

in the background, represented by a galaxy of people who feel fewer

specific habits and routines and experience unnatural freedom of relations
and movement. In the CA2RE panel, the different doctoral programs are
dismembered, appearing precisely through their members disconnected from
the Board to which they belong.

This innovative aspect is crucial because it produces a friendly, cooperative,
and interactive mode that is probably unachievable within a single
department.

To this is added another very significant innovation factor, which is the
Design-Driven Research (DDR) orientation. This choice, discussed at length
in elaborating the CA?RE+ Erasmus + project, represents a relevant specificity
and innovation element.

With all the articulations and reflections on the topic that we find in these
Proceedings, it remains clear that the DDR mode is a strategical objective that
invests fundamental questions on the nature of Art and Architectural Design
research. Furthermore, it is also clear that this goal, welcomed with its various
internal dialectics, represents a point of arrival, after the CA2RE+ experiences
of the past years, and a starting point for the development, in future years, of a
new theoretical and educational horizon.

In Design-Driven Research or Research by Design is concerned, it is essential
to note that this operational field is typical of the art practices. It is sometimes
possible to identify a productive activity with a theoretical and cognitive
aspect. Practitioner and researcher coincide, as do the object of study and
the result of design activity. This practice aims to know what doing means

by doing; a survey of disciplinary foundations, mostly aimed at developing
(quasi)-theories that produce theoretical advancements and at the same



time also legitimize own practice. Practice-based theories are not about
explanations and justifications (knowing why) but about establishing facts
(knowing what) and instructions for action (knowing how). In this field, there is
no operational protocol, no method; each author independently and personally
defines the survey scope of his/her practice.

Along with Research by Design, Operative Research represents a crucial
relational junction between a merely cognitive activity (research) and a purely
operational activity (design practice). The reflective and analytical justification
of one’s design practice (and those of others) leads back to understand
critically one’s own (and ultimately others’) ideas and work. This process is
usually done within a historical perspective, using history not just as a study
subject for the advancement of knowledge on (historical or current) works, but
to build the legitimization as one’s theory. The concept of operative research
— related to the use of history — has found its theoretical formalization in
architecture within Manfredo Tafuri’s thought and work, lastly in his essay //
progetto Storico where he defines what he calls Critica operativa — Operational
Criticism.

Therefore, at Politecnico di Milano we understand and perform DDR in

the light of this theoretical tradition. This tradition is lost in most of the new
Ph.D. programs in Italy. Thanks to the presence and effort of the CA?RE+
community, we strengthen this method among our candidates and colleagues.
We are fully aware of how relevant it is for Architecture and its circles to create
a community of learners who nourishes DDR approach.

As organizers of the CA’2RE+ meeting at the Politecnico di Milano, we

were glad and honored to host this edition within our doctoral program in
Architectural Urban Interior Design (AUID), where the Conference met a large
audience, interest, and participation of candidates and professors.

We are deeply grateful to all the European partners and all researchers

and professors who have worked hard in all activities of a very dense and
intense calendar. The Milanese CA?RE+, inserted after Trondheim and before
Hamburg, is another step in the experimentation of a new perspective in the
study, comparison, and dissemination of knowledge for doctoral programs
engaged in artistic and architectural research.





