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The Department of Architecture and Urban Studies (dastu) is
developing a project that aims to establish a research centre
to study the concept of Territorial Fragilities (tf). Thanks to
the multidisciplinary composition of dastu, it was developed a
bottom-up process that puts in place sixteen lines of research for
the Territorial Fragilities project.1 A scientific committee and a
post-doctoral research fellow are assigned to every line of research,
each focusing on specialist aspects of territorial fragility and
providing a privileged perspective to observe the phenomenon.
The idea of drafting such a lexicon comes from Giancarlo Viesti’s2
suggestion of formulating a common ground – as he proposed
during one of the first research meetings. This idea was developed from the beginning of the project. It took shape through
debate and exchange, sometimes informal and private, other
times more public and official.
The authors thank all the committees who accompany them
through the twofold process of building a rich body of knowledge in their research subject as well as reinforcing transversal
connections. Furthermore, we thank Marco Bovati3 and Giovanni
Carrosio,4 who inspired a very fruitful discussion during a round
table held at the aesop 2019 annual congress:5 the outcomes
contributed to the writing of this collective text.
Territorial Fragility is an emerging concept not yet fully explored.
One of the most relevant theoretical references for the concept
of fragility can be found in Nassim Nicholas Taleb’s work.
He elaborates on the concept of fragility and on its antonym,
anti-fragility, which the author says is: «beyond robustness
and resilience» (Taleb, 2012: 29). However, in the context of
territorial fragility, risk analysis literature refers mainly to very
specialistic dimensions like hydrogeological and seismic risk.
The lexicon seeks to characterize the complex meaning of tf
through a double operation: first, by building a specific field-map
for each line of research and secondly by defining a network of
concepts that connects those sixteen different lines of research.
It provides a potentially useful tool for sharing knowledge
on tf among the different members of the research group, as
well as with the scientific community, the general public and
institutions.
The text dedicated to each term should be seen as a critical essay that interprets the concept of tf with regard to the different
meanings and dimensions, starting from the sixteen lines of
research. The final aim is not to define the words/concepts in a
deterministic way, but rather to propose a research hypothesis
that interrelates all the concepts with one another and with the
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This lexicon aims at interpreting the concept of
‘Territorial Fragilities’ toward different approaches.
Abandonment, Accessibility, Adaptation, Connection,
Housing, Landscape, Narrative, Peripheries, Policies,
Prototyping, Regeneration, Segregation, Shrinkage
and Welfare, are different points of view that open to
design directions and strategies to work on territorial
fragilities.
Material and immaterial fragilities are linked to:
lack, poorness or obsolescence of existing building and
infrastructure, changes in social structure, emerging
individual needs. After a theoretical introduction, the
headwords will present different tactics that may lead to
the construction of ‘thick description’ as well as furnish
guidelines for more effective design and policies to
manage territorial fragilities.
Keywords: territorial fragilities; interpretation; design
strategies

Fragilità territoriali in Italia.
Verso un lessico comune
Questo testo interpreta il concetto di ‘Fragilità
Territoriale’ attraverso diversi approcci. Abbandono,
Accessibilità, Adattamento, Connessioni, Abitare,
Paesaggio, Narrazione, Periferie, Politiche,
Prototipazione, Rigenerazione, Segregazione, Shrinkage
e Welfare, rappresentano diversi punti di vista che
aprono a direzioni di progetto e possibili strategie di
lavoro sulle fragilità territoriali.
Fragilità materiali e immateriali sono legate a:
mancanza o obsolescenza degli edifici e delle
infrastrutture esistenti, cambi nella struttura sociale,
nuovi bisogni individuali. Dopo un’introduzione teorica,
i lemmi presentano diverse tattiche che, lavorando su
doppio binario, forniscono sia una descrizione attenta
del concetto che possibili linee guida per governare le
fragilità territoriali.
Parole chiave: fragilità territoriali; interpretazione;
strategie progettuali
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2. Amandola (Ascoli Piceno), September 2019 (42°58'48.079" N 13°21'32.149" E).

main theme, seeking to go beyond «oversimplified specialization» and allowing us to discover, on the other hand, the «significance of integrated experiences» (Buckminster Fuller, 2008: 33).
In the text, the integration of the different concepts is highlighted by mentioning the interrelated words in square brackets
[words*], while the three essays written by Alessandro Balducci,
Daniele Chiffi and Francesco Curci and Francesco Infussi offer
a theoretical and contextual framework and provide useful elements for an overreading of the work. The result is an evolving

process more than a finished product, a cadavre exquis in which
the relation between the different concepts may vary according
to the different phases of the research.
The texts are bilingual: those edited by Balducci and Infussi
are in Italian, Chiffi and Curci article and the lexicon itself are
in English. As the tf project has an international perspective,
this choice was made in order to share our preliminary findings
with as many scholars as possible, although some translation
concerns have arisen in some cases for the words selected.
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events, paradigm change and urban heritage; MapFrag – Mapping
Fragile Landscapes; ForDwell – Form, Use and Space for Contemporary
Dwelling; PeriFrag – Urban and metropolitan peripheries as fragile territories; FrAM – Mobility and Accessibility to deal with the territorial
fragilities; ReArch – Architectural Recycle and Re-Use; ProPol – Policies
and programs for territorial fragilities.
2. Gianfranco Viesti is full professor of Applied Economics at the Department of Political Sciences (Università degli Studi di Bari – Aldo
Moro). He is also a member of the scientific committee of the Territorial
Fragilities project.
3. Marco Bovati is associate professor in Architectural and Urban Design
at the Department of Architecture and Urban Studies (Politecnico di
Milano). He is also a member of the Coordination Group of the project
Territorial Fragilities (Communication and Outreach).
4. Giovanni Carrosio is assistant professor of Sociology of the Environment
and of the Territory, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences
(Università degli Studi di Trieste).
5. aesop Annual Conference 2019 – Planning in Transition. Round table
‘Territorial Fragilities in Italy. Defining a common lexicon’, 10 July 2019,
Iuav, Ex Cotonificio. Participants: Nicole De Togni, Catherine Dezio,
Lavinia Dondi, Domenico D’Uva, Elena Fontanella, Agim Kërçuku, Fabio
Lepratto, Gloria Pessina, Giulia Setti, Bruna Vendemmia. Closing remarks:
Marco Bovati, Giovanni Carrosio.
6. Bifulco L., Borghi V., Bricocoli M., Mauri D., 2018; Braidotti R.,
Hlavaiova M., 2018; Corbellini G., 2016; Davies C., 2011; Di Franco A.,
2006; Eleb M., 2014; Forty A., 2004; Laboratorio Città Pubblica, 2009;
Marini S., Corbellini G., 2016; Pasqui G., 2017; Pileri P., 2018; Schreiner
A.C., Tronquet M., 2018.
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The methodology applied to select the words involved a very
long, complex process that included a review of existing lexicons6 and extensive brainstorming to decide how many words
should be entered. We finally agreed to work on this text as a
statement of future research developments, which is ultimately
also why each author (tf project research fellow) identified a
symbolic word that could simultaneously contain and express
the core and the intentions of the research.
Fourteen words were extrapolated from the sixteen lines of
research and four main points were analysed for each, namely:
1. Origin of the term, etymology, and different current uses of
the word; 2. Interpretation of the word with reference to the
author’s background and with reference to the specific research
field; 3. Analysis of the connection between the world and the
concept of tf, looking at the different dimensions of territorial
fragilities identified by Francesco Infussi: i) an intrinsic state of
the system; ii) an insurgent condition; iii) the interruption of an
evolutionary process; 4. Open questions and design dimension.
This shared structure was necessary because of the variety of
subjects analysed in the selected words: in some cases they refer
to a fragility (Abandonment, Landscape, Narrative, Peripheries,
Shrinkage, Segregation), in others, they contribute to generating
fragilities (Accessibility, Connections, Housing, Welfare), or
they aim to solve fragilities (Regeneration, Adaptation, Policies,
Prototyping).
To highlight the different approaches while clarifying the connections with the main subject we decided to accompany some
of the titles with an adverbial phrase or an adjective. Thus,
Accessibility and Housing become ‘lack of’ Accessibility and
Housing; Welfare was qualified with ‘inadequacy of’ Welfare;
Connections are ‘slow’, and Adaptation is completed with ‘in
search of’. The words not qualified by these expressions already
refer to an innate or operative condition of fragility.
Last but not least, we hope this work may drive a change of perspective, helping to imagine how fragilities may be transformed
into strengths, and lead to an interpretative reading of territories
and spaces. (Elena Fontanella, Bruna Vendemmia)
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1. The 16 lines of research are: StraDe – Strengths and weaknesses of
the economic and territorial development strategies for depressed areas;
ExSeg – Inequalities and dynamics of exclusion and socio-spatial segregation; ReScale – Multiscale project for resilient cities and regions; ShrinkIT
– The fragility of Italian territories characterized by socio-demographic
shrinkage and/or with a surplus of built and infrastructural assets;
ProLand – Landscape mapping, policies and projects for development
and regeneration of fragile territories; BioBuild – Bioclimatic strategies
for sustainable regeneration of residential buildings and environment;
WelPhy – The material legacy of welfare: spaces, processes and policies;
SafeHer – Conceptual and operational models for the safeguard and
design for fragile heritage and territories; SlowHer – Cultural regeneration of fragile areas by slow and light infrastructures; MegaHer – Mega
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Abandonment is confirmed as being
from 12th-century legal French, with the
expression ‘a ban doner’ becoming the
verb ‘abandoner’, namely ‘to make freely
available’, ‘to allow someone to do as they
wish’. The term ‘etre à bandon’ comes
from the same context, meaning ‘to be empowered’. The concept was linked to the
sale by tender, a public auction, which became the concept of leaving something to
the mercy of a world over which we have
no power. The verb entered the Occitan
language as ‘abandonar’, entering Catalan
from the 13th century, Spanish from the
1420s. The Old French influenced Italian
to develop ‘abbandonare’, used from the
13th century. In Late Middle English,
we find ‘abandon’ and in the latter 15th
century it acquired the meaning of ‘leave,
forsake, desert’ someone or something
in need.
Today ‘abandonment’ refers to a condition whereby someone or something
has been left to its own devices for an
indefinitely long time. If we abandon
someone or something, we break a pact
or a relationship with others (or someone
break a pact with themselves) and the act
involves two subjects: one who actively
breaks the relationship and another passively suffering the tangible and intangible consequences of that interruption.
We abandon ourselves to destiny. We
abandon an idea, a competition, a battle,
relinquishing the experience of the energy
of life as we surrender to defeat. Physical
abandonment can be of a person, a child,
a pet, an object, a team, or a place. There
may be distress or suffering for those
abandoned and sometimes even for those
who abandon, and sometimes for both.
Abandonment refers to interruption of a
bond, so it refers to the opposite of taking
care of something or someone.
In its most ancient form, ‘care’ – in Latin
‘coera’ – was used in the context of love
and attachment. Care evolves when the
existence of someone or something begins
to count, leading to concern and a sense
of responsibility. Heidegger (1927) thinks
that care is «an essential way of being». It
follows that ‘caring’ is much more than a
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recurring factor is that it is not just about
numbers and there are aspects suggesting
that abandonment is a cultural outcome.
This means that the term ‘abandonment’
refers to places but also to people, events
and facts.
The conditions that precede action, for
example socio-economic and cultural aspects such as a change of outlook, job loss,
or lack of services, invite us to interpret
abandonment as an action that focuses
on the life of the subject who abandons.
Sometimes a person leaves a house because they cannot pay for it; sometimes
a person leaves their village because
they have been abandoned, left without
services or opportunities; sometimes a
person abandons a place to change their
way of life and values.
The events that follow the abandonment
affect what happens in the life of the abandoned site, which loses its initial functional status, assuming a pedagogical function
since it will be able to convey a message:
why was that building abandoned? Why
was it forgotten? In Italian, Antonella Tarpino defines the term ‘spaesati’, namely
deprived of an identity and at the same
time disoriented and at risk.
The numerous risks of abandonment
fall into different categories: there are
economic risks due to the interruption
of age-old activities; socio-cultural risks,
with the disintegration of communities,
which lose local memory and culture,
and the resignation of those who remain;
and physical risks, because we are less
concerned about maintaining depopulated
territories so there are the negative consequences of hydrogeological instability.
Abandonment is not a finite state because it also infers that something is
made available (as suggested by the Old
French ‘s’abandonner’). We must therefore consider the symbolic significance
of rebirth that will reverse a trend but is
not necessarily a recovery, which all too
often wipes out historical memory. This
basic condition can be an opportunity to
focus on the future of these villages and
on the need for non-ideological design
that will rethink opportunities for these
sites (Teti, 2017).
This basic planning concept indicates
three interconnected paths.
The first is educational. Talking about
design in this context refers to a pedagogical situation, namely lifelong learning, in
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simple act of attention: it is part of the ontological dimension of the human being,
which enables the material and spiritual
dimensions to coexist. We are shaped by
caring, which spiritualizes the body and
humanizes the spirit, achieving the fundamental elements of humanity: emotions
and desires, action and hence choice.
Applied to the territory, abandonment can
refer to many situations.
There is abandonment of a historical
centre, widespread across Italy, with consequent loss of property value (Dal Borgo,
Garda, Marini, 2016; De Rossi, 2018). The
data framework describes a southern Italy
in depopulation: the 52% of houses in the
historic centre of Frosinone are empty;
in the 42% of Ragusa is the same; in the
historic centre of Taranto one building out
of three is unused; in the historic centre
of Caltanissetta one building out of five
is unused; in Agrigento, Benevento, Vibo
Valentia, Trapani the unused is one out
of ten (ancsa, cresme, 2017). In northern
Italy, situation is not different: in Treviso,
from 1991 to 2011, the percentage of unused housing rose from 21.3% to 41.8%
(Voci, 2017), and Verona, Rovigo and
Venice (-10.8%) appear in the ranking
of the twenty historic centres that lose
the most population, and also Cremona,
Milan, Sondrio (-10.5%) (ancsa, cresme,
2017).
There are forced abandonments of dwellings because of foreclosure. In Italy, more
than 225,000 buildings went to judicial
auction in 2015 and it is estimated that
within five years another 1,600,000 and
more will be foreclosed. The data reveal
an alarming situation for thousands of
Italians, who lose their homes because
they are unable to repay bank mortgages
and loans.
Then there are abandonments linked to
the concept of a shrinking [*shrinking]
population. Since the 1950s, dozens of
villages have been abandoned as a result
of a rural exodus; decrease in jobs available due to the growth in industrialized
agriculture; the local industrial economy
crisis; and environmental issues linked to
seismic and hydrogeological risk.
The abandonment of a site can be partial
or total, temporary or permanent; it may
depend on an obligation, a necessity, a
personal choice, or conditions arising
from institutional choices. It is not a
positive or negative phenomenon. The
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the individual object. It will be a project
guided by the soul, reality and people of
a place. And it will be a project in which
the exercise of emotional intelligence is
complementary to that one of the intellect
and becomes a measure of daily meaningful actions and choices.
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and out of school, raising awareness that
will prevent abandonment and convince
us to care about what has already been
abandoned (Montanari, 2014).
The second is visual. There are villages
crying out to be discovered and described.
Absence and emptiness reveal signs and
traces that must be read and interpreted
on a case-by-case basis. Nor should we
overlook the fact that a census of disused
buildings on a national scale would have
enormous potential, which would provide
an overview of the state of abandonment,
crucial for understanding the geographies,
spaces and scale of the phenomenon, as
well as a photography of the extensive
capital that might be available.
The third is redemption. Abandoned
buildings are a significant heritage but
their history is not universally recognized
as worthy of protection, underestimated
even today. These numerous abandoned
spaces point the way to reversing the process as they are a magnificent opportunity
for ‘starting from the end’. This means
that even an object that has lost its original
use still has energies to transmit, proving
that nothing is useless or gone for good.
Thus, design is to be multidimensional,
starting from widespread responsible,
ethically oriented and educational
actions, aiming for a territorial regeneration. This means: i) enhancing the
specifities, rhythms, flavors, stories and
roots; ii) generating work and providing
additional income to consolidate the
presence of a population in the area,
slowing its exodus from its homeland;
iii) developing a capacity to attract
tourists, making them aware of the sites
they discover, investing a slow growth
of knowledge and respect (Nocifera, de
Salvo, Calzati, 2011). All this means preliminary teaching of an ethical attitude
that prepares us now to consider sites not
as we see them but in terms of what they
were and also what they can become, in
the perspective of a model for the social,
economic and cultural regeneration of
territorial values.
Project will be underpinned by a coherence of emotion, intention and action so
that we decide to care, educating us to
think with our minds what we feel and
do, to feel in our hearts what you think
and do, our actions reflecting what we
think and feel (Granata, 2017). It will be
a project aimed at the sensitivity of the individual person and the enhancement of
26
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