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The dissertation analyzes 
orientations of architectural 
research and practice in the 
exceptional complexity of the 
contemporary age, characterized 
by the environmental condi  
tions of Anthropocene, the 
digitalization of services, 
the perva  siveness of the 
information, the economic 
recession. This complexity is 
tackled through the investi  gation 
of current consumption patterns, 
affected and profoundly 
changed by the illustrated 
conditions and by the access 
to new fields, new markets, 
new choice opportunities. 
The choice to investigate the 
contemporary condition moves 
from the observation of the 
reconsideration the architect’s 
role is undergoing in the present 
age: a widespread opinion claims 
it is living a crisis. The preparation 
of the architect is specialized, but 
at the same time it is wide, hybrid 
and contaminated, holding 
together technical field with 
economic, social, cultural, artistic, 
political spheres. The architect 
is one of the few profes  sionals 
able to grasp the complexity 
and the interconnections of 
the present day, with the right 
tools – technical and cultural – 
to affect the reality. Therefore, 
architect’s fields of action may 
be way broader than those 

DEVOID OF ANY STYLE. 
PROBLEMS AND PERSPECTIVES OF ARCHITECTURE 
IN THE AGE OF POST-CONSUMPTION

experimented at the present 
time: the potentialities they 
offer need to be investigated, to 
take advantage of the rich envi  
ronments the contemporary age 
is unlocking.
The investigation focuses on 
the evolution of consumption 
styles in the last decade, from 
the disruptive explosion of the 
economic crisis of 2007/08 
which has reset established 
frameworks and produced new 
fields to explore, the under-
construction fields of post-
consumption. The focus is on 
consumption for its relation to 
resource use and the connected 
social and cultural attitude, 
and for its perva  siveness in 
the mass society: individuals 
are conscious or uncon  scious 
consumers in each stage of 
their existence. Moreover, con  
sumption is inherent in human 
nature, basis of metabolism and 
survival and primary source of 
pleasure and fulfillment since 
the first moments of life. To 
observe how consumption 
conditions are changing means 
observing a moment of profound 
modification of the values and 
purposes according to which 
the Earth is inhabited. Waste is 
employed in the research as a 
sign of the complexities and con  
tradictions detected in current 
consumption modalities; the 

analysis around waste focuses on 
the scarcity of natural resources, 
consequence and antithesis of 
waste. Waste is thus investigated 
for its physical and cultural value, 
together with the consumption 
dynamics around its production 
and its removal. 
The research reconstructs the 
path towards the awareness of 
the limits of Earth’s ecosystem 
and its resources, from the 
literature and the design 
experimentations of the ’60 
around the idea of systemic 
thinking to contemporary age, 
where theories about degrowth 
and the rise of independent 
consumption paths push the 
focus of architectural debate 
far from iconic architecture 
towards a design moved 
by different drivers. Among 
the different ideologies and 
alternative development models 
rising in the Anthropocene 
era, the paradigm of Circular 
Economy (CE) has been chosen 
as a case study to be analyzed 
on the basis of its radicality: 
it is presented as a flexible 
production and consumption 
model finding a way to negotiate 
waste, aiming to systematize 
several contemporary issues 
and give unique solu  tions. 
Furthermore, it has been chosen 
as significantly implemented in 
the field of design, analyzed in 

this work in the Dutch context. 
Above all CE, is analyzed for 
its openness: it constitutes a 
free paradigm, to be taken and 
shaped according to the specific 
conditions and it is thus able 
to develop specific cultural and 
social attitudes and lifestyles. CE 
is hence investigated in order to 
understand contradi  ctions and 
potentialities of new economies 
and new consumption 
models and analyze their 
outputs when applied to 
architecture and design 
domains. This investigation 
is carried out referring to the 
recent research production 
in the Netherlands and the in  
novations implemented in the 
last few years in the Dutch urban 
development. The Netherlands 
has been chosen as research 
field due the official acquisition of 
CE as governmental interest, the 
widespread application of circular 
model in the national economy 
and a pervasive presence of 
the investigation of circular 
paradigm in the academic and 
professional reference context. 
The research has unveiled 
how the implications that CE 
paradigm and similar production/
consumption models have on 
archi  tecture still present many 
investigation opportunities, 
which would develop at best in 
the framework of a research by 
design. On one hand, a difficult 
relation subsists between this 
pa  radigm and many angles of 
the discipline: the theoretical ap  
plication of CE to architecture 
opens interesting perspectives 
in terms of space uses but 
envisages a restraining scenario 
in methodological terms. The 

potentialities opened by the 
concep  tion of buildings as parts 
of interconnected cycles are 
innova  tive, but the innovation 
character looks unidi  rectional: 
on the long run, the CE paradigm 
theoretically contemplates all 
the components, element and 
material composing architecture 
as part of a cycle, constantly 
rotating around itself, with few 
spaces for other visions. On the 
other hand, CE application to 
design involves the promising 
field regarding the necessi  ty of a 
reverse infrastructure supporting 
the reverse logistic CE entails. 
This infrastructure is mainly 
administrative and logistical but 
is supported by a necessary 
physical counterpart: a reperto  
ire of forms, tools, spaces and 
uses to envision, to be accurately 
designed around the reverse 
processes entailed by circular pa  
radigm. 
The understanding of the 
interactions between new 
consumption models and design 
is examined further through the 
study of several architectural 
exhibitions from the last decade, 
contemporary places of cultural 
production which have chosen 
to dialogue with the changing 
conditions described in this work. 
The analysis of the production 
showcased within these 
exhibitions (Re-Cycle. Strategies 
for the House, the City, the Planet, 
Maxxi, Rome, 2011/12; Designing 
Scarcity, Nai, Rotterdam, 2014; 
Reporting from the Front - XV 
Venice Architecture Biennale, 
2016; After Belonging - Oslo 
Architecture Triennale, 2016; 
bioTallinn - Tallinn Architecture 
Biennale, 2017), together with 

other contributions from the 
present public debate around 
design composes a complex 
but significant map of current 
orientations in architecture. One 
of the major directions emerging 
from this examination is the 
growing ephemeralization of the 
architectural practice. Among 
the many examples analyzed, 
there are few evidences of built 
space and vast of space uses 
and management, suggesting 
a practice less focused on the 
design of objects and commit  ted 
to the enabling of the processes 
preceding and following the 
building of the objects. Within 
this background, there is still 
space for the materialization: 
design discipline can act more 
and more in combination, in a 
synergic action with other re  alms 
to elaborate systemic answers 
to multifaceted questions. 
Architecture is a part - often 
central - of multidisciplinary 
plans, involving various 
expertise and angles, aimed 
to the triggering of complex 
dynamics of supralocal interest. 
This perspective proposes an 
answer to the quest for new 
paradigms that has identified 
the architectural debate in the 
last decade: the new paradigm 
seems right to be the absence 
of a unique paradigm, in favor 
of a discipline able to take 
different forms and perform 
multifaceted approaches to 
different and multiple conditions. 
This awareness opens up for 
architects the opportunity to 
be involved in many, promising 
expanded fields.

Francesca Zanotto - Supervisor: prof. Alessandro Rocca
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