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Planning for Transition 
 
 
Contemporary cities and territories face significant challenges – natural disasters due to climate 
change impacts, ecological crises, growing socio-economic unrest, global migration, political rifts 
including a rise of right wing factions, ambitious public works and mega-projects – all of which 
require new capacities in dealing with such individual and multiple groupings of such challenging 
and profound changes. 
 
It is a matter of fact that at international level a discourse if not a condition of transition is pervading 
sectors and societies. This discourse points to alternative patterns and solutions to many of the 
challenges faced. A quickly changing scenario requires forms of planning, both locally and globally, 
which bear the capacity to support and manage mutable urban and environmental conditions. In 
fact, although cities do incessantly change, policy-makers and institutions are never fully prepared 
to respond to complex and risky situations, as well as relying on planning and policy tools which 
are often outdated; in addition, also existing theoretical frameworks, concepts, cognitive abilities 
and approaches become ineffective or outmoded. 
 
Each unintended or unanticipated change comes as a break to existing social, political, and 
administrative routines and yet is may be anticipated that mechanisms of collective reflection and 
action will be generated. The congress invites scholars and practitioners to present and discuss 
case-studies of cities and projects that have engaged in meeting challenging situations – 
supporting transitions in urban contexts. 
 
Specifically, it is aimed at offering an understanding of the forms of knowledge, concepts, tools, 
and skills needed to plan and address transition. Furthermore, it seeks to explore whether (and 
how) managing such changes has brought any overall reconsideration of the city design model 
and towards more general institutional reconfigurations. 
 
The book collects all the abstracts presented at the Aesop Venice 2019 conference.  
It is articulated in chapters that correspond to the tracks (16) and special sessions proposed 
(23/24). 
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REGENERATING A METROPOLITAN PERIPHERY: GEOGRAPHIES, EXPERIENCES AND 
GOALS FROM CM DI MILANO 

Paris M. 

Polytechnic of Milan - Department of Architecture and Urban Studies - Italy - Milano 

In Italy, a recent institutional reform imposed to the Città Metropolitana (Metropolitan Authority) the 
role as driver for shared territorial strategies and as engine for urban regeneration. According to 
EU policies, the regeneration of existing city should focus on peripheries intended as areas, 
marked by a lack of accessibility, services’ provision and attractiveness. Therefore, this approach 
involves several spaces within metropolitan patterns, belonging both to central urban cores and to 
surrounding municipalities that can be used as answers to current urban challenges (new forms of 
poverty or exclusion; alternative lifestyles; emergent conflicts among generations or populations; 
the dramatic homologation of urban spaces and the banalization of their landscapes; and many 
other issues related to sustainability and land consumption in larger and larger territories). 
Moreover, in EU rhetoric, regenerative actions should follow the example of well-recognized good 
practices, often devloped in preminent locations, taking advantage of peculiar opportunities or 
recieving extraordinary fundings. But current processes, especially when developed in marginal 
municipalities, count with less human and financial resources, less appealing for investments and 
key stakeholders and, often, a sort of indolence of local authorities due to their peripheral status. 
My contribution aims to reflect about current practices of urban regeneration, using the Città 
Metropolitana di Milano as a testing ground, pointing out the spatial distribution of ongoing 
interventions, the involved stakeholders and recurring processes.The proposed overview 
underlines risks and opportunities of an experimental approach, based on a program/framework 
(Rigenerazione urbana e Welfare Metropolitano) where (i) the Metropolitan scale became the 
connector between EU, national and local levels and where (ii) CM supports peripheral 
municipalities in their proposals. In this light, the metropolitan space is intended as an open 
network of opportunities in which civil servant – supported by planners - experiment a new 
approach to the issue of urban regeneration. 
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