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In this section, authors reflect about their teaching
experiences in foreign contexts.

The aim of this collective reflection is to focus on

risks, challenges and opportunities of working with
international audiences in contexts marked by different
urban planning cultures, regulations and references. In
this light, a ‘visiting scholar’ becomes a link to different
disciplinary approaches and methods, an interface
between local cultures and trans-national debates, able
to open cross-border relationships and comparisons.
Eight scholars involved in teaching the course
‘Contemporary City: Descriptions and Projects’ at
Politecnico di Milano (2013-2018) share their own
recent experiences, gained from working and studying
in schools of architecture and urban studies around the
world.

Keywords: urban studies; transnational teaching
activities; urban and regional planning

Insegnare la citta contemporanea all’estero

In questo servizio, gli autori riflettono sulle loro
esperienze di insegnamento all’estero.

Lo scopo di questa riflessione collettiva é di concentrarsi
sulle sfide e le opportunita di lavorare con studenti
internazionali in contesti segnati da culture, apparati
normativi e tradizioni disciplinari lontani da quelli
abituali. Per questa ragione, un ‘visiting’ é pit di un
insegnante di nazionalita straniera, ma un collegamento
con approcci disciplinari e metodi nuovi, un’interfaccia
tra la cultura locale e i dibattiti transnazionali, in grado
di aprire relazioni e confronti.

Otto studiosi, coinvolti ad insegnare il corso di
Contemporary City: Descriptions and Projects al
Politecnico di Milano (2013-2018), condividono le loro
esperienze recenti, acquisite lavorando e studiando in
scuole di architettura e pianificazione in tutto il mondo.
Parole chiave: studi urbani; insegnamento all’estero;
pianificazione urbana e regionale
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Teaching the
Contemporary City
abroad

edited by Mario Paris, Mina Akhavan

Politecnico di Milano, Dipartimento di Architettura e Studi Urbani
(mario.paris@polimi.it; mina.akhavan@polimi.it)

Visiting experiences in the field of urban planning

Over the last two decades, the increase of international mo-
bility, demands for specialized labour market and, in general,
the globalization process has influenced a large set of sectors
and, amongst others, higher education in technical universities.
According to Frank and Peel (2008: 87), «the idea of interna-
tionalisation, in its various (and contested) articulations and
interpretations (Qiang, 2003) has been identified as represent-
ing a new paradigm for education in the twenty-first century
(Gracel-Avila, 2005)». As pointed out by Hall and Tarrow
(1998) the internationalisation in education has affected sev-
eral aspects: with an extensive use of overseas references and
varied languages in educational activities, the reinforcement
of international area studies, and a focus on opportunities
to expand study-abroad programmes. Abramson (2005: 89)
listed several activities that form part of the ‘studies abroad’
category, an experience that involves a growing number of
students, professors and institutions. According to the author,
over the years, universities have supported a «wide array of in-
ternationally oriented activities including exchange programs,
thesis-oriented field research, internships, the hosting of foreign
students and visiting scholars, distance learning, and courses
and specializations».

The result is a growing number of international students that
move from their home-countries for educational reasons and
converge on universities and academic institutions. The univer-
sity selection process considers several factors, such the ranking,
financial supports and scholarships, easier visa requirements,
accommodation and services, etc. In this competition to attract
more students, the presence of internationalization strategies
developed by some universities and study programmes with
a special attention to foreign audience, are two comparative
advantages that have increased, and will continue to influence,
the attractiveness of specific athenaeums in this global rivalry.
Moreover, the increase of mobility and exchanges affects teachers
and researchers. Nowadays, many scholars have experienced
several forms of stays abroad, that represent challenging and
enriching moments of their scholarly journey, training and
networking, according to stage of their carrier. Facing-off diso-
rienting conditions, teachers and researchers must develop and
adaptive attitude that influence their methods, their background
and their approaches.

The aim of this collective reflection, which gather together
several profiles marked by their transnational projection and
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experiences as visiting scholar, is to focus on risks, challenges
and opportunities of working with international audiences in
contexts marked by different urban planning cultures, regula-
tions and references. In this light, a ‘visiting scholar’ becomes
more than a foreign teacher, and can be a link to different dis-
ciplinary approaches and methods, an interface between local
cultures and trans-national debates, able to open cross-border
relationships and comparisons.

Following contributions (Radovi¢, Novy and Paris) involve per-
sonal experiences to reflect about practices of abroad teaching,
taking in account the specific conditions and contexts in which
these have been developed. Others (Knieling and Tatum, de las
Rivas, and Akhavan) focus more on those issues that can be
used as trigger to engage students, or as common ground for the
discussion. The final contribution (Madanipour) crosses trans-
versally on those two aspects and opens up a set of perspectives
that teachers in the field of urban studies and planning should
take in account, considering that the transnational exchange
of students and scholars will be more and more relevant in
the future. Therefore, this section represents an opportunity

66 | Territorio 88, 2019

to take advantage of several different experiences, obtained
collecting colleagues used to working and studying in schools
of architecture and urban studies around the world.
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