
THE
ART[IST]HOUSE

Focus: a quartet of art-houses
Jimmie Durham & Maria Thereza Alves

Giuliano Gori, Luca Pignatelli 
Studio M Abboud Malak

Italo Rota
Haworth Tompkins

kellerArchitettura
Nicolas Robert

 0
24

 | 
D

ub
ai

 -
 U

ni
te

d 
A

ra
b 

E
m

ira
te

s 
P

ric
e:

 U
A

E
 5

0 
A

E
D

, B
ah

ra
in

 5
 B

H
D

, K
S

A
 5

0 
S

A
R

, K
uw

ai
t 4

 K
W

D
, O

m
an

 5
 O

M
R

, Q
at

ar
 5

0 
Q

A
R

S
A

R
, I

T
 1

5 
E

ur
o.IN

S
ID

E

Kengo Kuma
Westway Architects

Exclusiva Design
Renata Picone



22

25
30
37
41
45

50
58
64
70

78
86
92
98

106
112

120
128
134
138

140
141

Looking INSIDE the Art[ist]House - Andrea Pane

Everyday beauty and self-portrait. Art Nouveau and architects’ houses - Fabio Mangone
Art-Architecture 1922-2016. Houses for artists, by artists, with artists - Giovanni Menna
Architects’ homes as places of cultural integration. Francesco Lenzini interviews Gennaro Postiglione
Two houses, two lives, one love - Paolo Giardiello, Marella Santangelo
Bardi’s fusion: the house as a museum, the museum as a house - A. C. de Souza Bierrenbach, F. Calabrese

In the belly of the whale: Luca Pignatelli’s house-studio in Milan - Maria Vittoria Capitanucci
Living and creating in the history: a house-studio in the heart of Naples - Andrea Pane
Five points about Giuliano Gori's pioneering site-specific park in Italy - Giacomo “Piraz” Pirazzoli
Nothing but Art: Index Tower Penthouse - Damiana Treccozzi, support and collaboration of Annamaria Giangrasso

Under one roof: the new ArtLab at the EPFL - Matteo Belfiore
Everyman Theatre: Liverpool’s place for all - Francesca Capano
A core of innovation inside a shell of tradition in Viale Monte Grappa - Giovanna Russo Krauss
The balance of the sketch beyond the idea: a chalet in St. Moritz - Maurizio Perticarini

Karma Chameleon in Dubai: t[o]ned to the rhythm - Damiana Treccozzi
A jewel set in Nature: Villa Baghera in Bali - Consuelo Isabel Astrella

Art on the waterfront: living in Naples between past and future - Titti Rinaldi
Future in light: Artemide’s vision. An interview with Carlotta de Bevilacqua and Ernesto Gismondi - Marco Ferretti, Ivan Parati 
Tailoring the armchair: the VIP line - Mattia Iovane
Stitching words, intertwining hopes: the (r)evolution of crafts - Cristina Bronzino

WineOled, a portable diwine light - Ferdinando Polverino De Laureto
Weapon of must costruction - Ferdinando Polverino De Laureto

Publisher Board
Marco Ferretti
Francesca Maderna

Scientific Director
Andrea Pane
director@compassesworld.com

Scientific Committee
David Chipperfield
Odile Decq
Massimilano Fuksas
Hans Ibelings
Farida Kamber Al Awadhi
William Menking
Italo Rota
Livio Sacchi
Yehuda Safran
Khalid Shafar
Karl T. Ulrich

Editorial Staff
Giovanna Russo Krauss
Damiana Treccozzi
staff@compassesworld.com

Editorial Board
Paola Ascione
Francesca Capano
Maria Vittoria Capitanucci
Paolo Giardiello
Serkan Gunay
Achraf Ibrahim
Ferruccio Izzo
Laura Lieto
Giovanni Menna
Linda Nubani
Ivan Parati
Gennaro Postiglione
Titti Rinaldi
Saud Sharaf

Art Director
Ferdinando Polverino De Laureto

Team and Publishing Coordinator
Andrea Del Gaudio
media@compassesworld.com

Interiors Consultant
Linda Nubani

Design consultant
Ivan Parati

Correspondents
Brazil Ana Carolina de Souza Bierrenbach
 Beatriz Mugayar Kühl
 Nivaldo Vieira de Andrade
China Massimiliano Campi
Emirates Annamaria Giangrasso
France Laurence Bassières
 Nicolas Detry
 Claudia Tamburro
India Ingrid Paoletti 
Japan Matteo Belfiore
Kuwait Sikander Khan
Morocco Laurence Bassières
New Zealand Alberto Calderoni
Palestine Cristina Bronzino
Portugal Teresa Ferreira
Spain Federico Calabrese
 Camilla Mileto
 Fernando Vegas
Turkey Serkan Gunay
UK Pietro Belli
 Michele Pasca di Magliano
USA Randall Mason
 Linda Nubani

Text Review
Rania Shalabi
Neal Putt

Photographer
Sharif Nazal
Sandra Zarneshan

Advertising Sales Director
Luca Màllamo 
 
Advertising Sales Agency 
Agicom Srl 
Viale Caduti in Guerra, 28
00060 Castelnuovo di Porto (RM)
Media & Advertising
Mobile UAE : + 971 567890149
Mobile Italy : + 39 3358225239
Phone Italy + 39 069078285
agicom@agicom.it
Skype: agicom.advertising

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To subscribe please send your contacts 
by e-mail to 
media@compassesworld.com

Decree of the Court of Naples 
n. 58 / 20-12-2016

Cover Image
Courtesy of Studio M, 
Abboud Malak
Maha Nasra Edde, 8th Street Studios

Publisher
e.built Srl - Italy
Via Francesco Crispi 19-23
80121 Napoli
phone +39 081 2482298
fax +39 081 661014
mobile +39 335 5889237

Gulf Countries Representative
Build LLC
Souk Al Bahar 
Old Town Island Burj Khalifa District
Dubai - UAE

[compasses] is a supporting member of

Compasses n.24 - 2017
Printed in Italy 
by Rossi Srl
Nola (Napoli)

March 2017
ISSN NUMBER: 2409-3823

The publishers regret that they cannot accept liability 
for error or omissions contained in this publication, 
however caused. The opinions and views contained 
in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
publishers. Readers are advised to seek specialist 
advice before acting on information contained in this 
publication, which is provided for general use and 
may not be appropriate for the reader’s particular 
circumstances. The ownership of trademarks is 
acknowledged. No part of this publication or any part 
of the contents thereof may be reproduced, stored in 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form with - out the 
permission of the publishers in writing.

e

f

ap

ex

mi

sf

es

024 THE ART[IST]HOUSE

[editorial]

[essays]

[focus]

[architecture & plan]

[experiences]

[materials & interiors]

[smart food]

 



106  [experiences]  107

[experiences]ex

When you think of the craziest night you could ever 
experience in your whole life, you might think of the 
blurred scenes of the famous late 1990s film “Fear 
and Loathing in Las Vegas”. Sight starting to fade, 
psychedelic colours swirling around, images turning 
into melted paint and merging into abstract figures 
are what you are probably expected to be thrown 
into. And if while sitting at a bar counter you would 
never think of getting caught into a wild scuffle in 
the middle of a “reptiles zoo” setting, then you have 
obviously never been at the Chameleon Club in 
Dubai.
The colour-changing reptile has in fact inspired 
the worldwide famous Italian architect Italo Rota 
designing his club with Alessandro Pedretti. Set 
in the uppermost level of the Byblos Hotel, the 
Chameleon Club is the architect’s second success 
in the hospitality industry in Dubai, after the Cavalli 
Club. His capability of pushing creativity to the 
edge of imagination, still reaching an extraordinary 
balance at last, couldn’t but burst into something 
stunning in such a challenging task. 

Karma 
Chameleon 
in Dubai:
t[o]ned 
to the rhythm

Studio Italo Rota
Work
Chameleon Club
Client
Byblos Hospitality Group
Location
Dubai, UAE
Project Year
2010-2011
Architecture and Design
Italo Rota, Alessandro Pedretti
Architect
Architect: Italo Rota
Architects in charge: Italo Rota and Alessandro Pedretti
Project Team
Riccardo Balzarotti, Carlo Ferrari, Luca Paris, Devis Venturelli
Engineering
Coordinator: Kambiz Azema
Size and total area
470 m2

Image credits
Gary McGovern www.garymcgovern.net
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between reality and giddiness, heart shaped ceiling arches all over recall 
the love-giving atmosphere of the 1980s chameleon song. The nightclub 
function is thus conceived in a totally new way, for the rapture of its music 
and the lively dynamism of its costumers doesn’t just fill the space, but builds 
it up. Architecture actively participates to the party experience converting 
impalpable excitement and vibrations to a flamboyant and fitted design.
In a few words, the Chameleon Club in Dubai synthesizes luxury, fun and 
extravagance. The club doubtlessly resembles the reptile’s nature not only 
in its features, with its ever-changing colour claddings, but mostly in its 
services, adapting to any request or desire. In the Chameleon Club, energy 
pervades the air becoming electricity that lights up the club and, of course, 
its house master reptile!

Damiana Treccozzi

All of his somehow magic works seem to break 
conformity with irony bringing fancifulness and 
absurd into reality.
Moreover, starring this middle eastern spread 
reptile, Rota has swept away other competing 
animals - such as scorpions and dragonflies, 
after which several clubs around the world have 
been named over time - choosing it as the perfect 
animal to host night lovers. His hulking chameleon 
holding on to a giant heart placed at the back 
of the dance floor, actually is the club’s patron, 
welcoming nocturnal creatures in his breathtaking 
crib with his 13 meter long outstretching tongue. 
Quizzing Rota why among many badges of 
amusement he has chosen a chameleon, he 
answers: «The image of the chameleon changing 
colour inspired me and then around it I designed 
this kaleidoscopic and fantastic place». He 
definitely achieved his goal! A scales-like cladding 
dresses all vertical and horizontal surfaces as if 
reptiles’ skin had been unfolded over every wall 
and ceiling. This irregular pattern of different sized 
bulging solids fills in the space and while lending 
it its unique character, it magnifies the disco light 
atmosphere. At night in fact, when the DJ from his 
booth pumps up the volume to get the right vibe, 
the 60.000 LED lights start blazing, shifting from 
one light colour to another and flashing in sync 
with music. Definitely in Chameleon Club Dubai, 
dancing is not just a one-sense matter, yet it is 
an all-sense perception! Rhythm is not just to be 
heard, but to be seen - thanks to the amazing 
lighting arrangement - and to be somehow 
touched as the music vibrations coming from its 
art sound system make people’s hearts flutter. As 
if that weren't enough, most surprisingly, here you 
can also eat while flavored by music!
As a matter of fact, the club also displays a 
restaurant where a menu of international and 
Japanese cuisines is served. You can choose 
among a wide range of courses going from 
traditionally dressed pasta to a great variety of 
pizzas, topped as you please. Finally, to get the 
party started, stylish energy drinks are served. 
After leaving the exclusive pre-club diner area, 
you may want to go for the narrow planned dance 
floor to mingle with the crowd, or if you’re more of 
a calm person looking for a lounging situation, the 
VIP area with its sparkling chandeliers dropping 
from the ceiling is the one place which best 
suits you. However, throughout the club, the eye 
contact with the real night’s idol can never go lost, 
for the giant 6.5 meters by 5.5 meters chameleon 
glows all across the club boasting its LED dotted 
multi-coloured shell. Getting up the stairs to the 
mezzanine floor, you may also take a closer 
look to it or even try to grasp the large tip of his 
tongue.
Unlike other clubs or discos flaunting more 
ordinary black furnishings, plainly considered 
more appealing to venues hosting nightly 
events, the Chameleon goes for a totally 
different approach. Its psychedelic ever-
changing appearance leaves its guests in 
astonishment and, just as a disco idol, the 
nightspot worshippers are cursed, falling into a 
music addiction status. Within this dreamy state, 


