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The Chinese National Engineering Research Centre for Steel Construction (Hong Kong
Branch), or the CNERC, was approved by the State Ministry of Science and Technology, People's
Republic of China on 12" October 2015 established at PolyU. The CNERC is dedicated to promote
technological developments of the Hong Kong Construction Industry, to enhance its sustainable
infrastructure developments, and to promote internationalization of its professional services.

The CNERC receives strong support from the Development Bureau of the Government of Hong
Kong SAR and also from the Construction Industry Council. It is dedicated to promote
technological developments and internationalization of both the Hong Kong Construction Industry
and the Chinese Steel Construction Industry. The primary objectives of the CNERC are:

e To establish a high level technological platform to promote effective design and construction
of modern building and civil engineering structures as well as sustainable infrastructure
development in Hong Kong.

e To advance technological capabilities of the Hong Kong Construction Industry in design and
construction of super high-rise buildings, long-span bridges and buildings of large enclosure
using high performance materials in Hong Kong as well as in overseas.

The CNERC is keen to promote engineering research and application of modern steel construction
technology, and it is actively engaged with international as well as national exchanges in innovative
technology, design and construction of steel structures.

The CNERC receives HK$5 million per year from the Innovation and Technology Commission of
the Government of Hong Kong SAR while the Hong Kong Polytechnic University also provides a
1:1 matching fund. Thus, the CNERC has a research and operational funding at HK$10 million per
year to conduct research and development activities.

For further details of the CNERC, please browse through the homepage of the CNERC via the
following link:

https://www.polyu.edu.hk/cnerc-steel/
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/Strategically located at the gateway of China to the world, Hong Kong is well known as the\
International Financial Centre in Asia for many years, with its international trading volumes next

to New York and London. Owing to its well established and proven professional communities in
many disciplines, Hong Kong is also the International Design Centre for Infrastructure
Development, having hundreds of international companies and tens of thousands of professionals in
capital financing, infrastructure planning, project management, architectural design, engineering
design and construction, surveying, supply of building products and systems as well as quality
control and accredited laboratories, etc..

The Chinese National Engineering Research Centre for Steel Construction (Hong Kong Branch)
was approved by the State Ministry of Science and Technology, People's Republic of China on
12th October 2015 established at PolyU. Through applied engineering research on steel
construction, the CNERC aims to enhance socio-economic development through technological
advancement in sustainable infrastructure development. The CNERC receives strong support from
the Development Bureau of the Government of Hong Kong SAR and also from the Construction
Industry Council. The CNERC is dedicated to promote technological developments and
internationalization of both the Hong Kong Construction Industry and the Chinese Steel
Construction Industry. It is actively engaged with international as well as national exchanges in
research and development of steel construction.

On behalf of the Conference Organising Committee, I am delighted to welcome you to the
International Conference on Engineering Research and Practice for Steel Construction 2018 in
Hong Kong. In the next three days, the Conference will become a technical platform for effective
exchange on modern steel construction technology among all delegates, researchers and engineers.
A total of 10 world renowned researchers and engineers will present their recent research works and
construction projects during their keynote lectures. Moreover, a total of 20 sessions including 13
special sessions with over 100 technical papers will be presented by delegates from 15 countries.

The success of this Conference depends very much on many people who have worked with us in
planning and organising the technical programme, in particular, keynote lectures and special
sessions. Let us thank all those who have rendered support to this Conference.

With the unfailing support from many senior researchers and engineers in the international research
community of structural engineering and steel construction, I wish all the delegates an insightful
experience in the next three days that will enlighten you in the pursuit of research excellence in the
years ahead. I also very much hope that all of us will continue to excel and contribute to the well-
beings of our society.

Ir Prof. K. F. Chung

Chairman

Conference Organising Committee

International Conference on Engineering Research and Practice
for Steel Construction 2018 /
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