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(Study for) Chapel for Scenes of Public Life —
The Meeting of Enrico Mattei and the Queen of Sheba
baukuh and Stefano Graziani —Milan and Genoa, Italy

The Chapel for Scenes of Public Life imagines the
production of spaces where gestures inside acquire
public relevance. A project of public art, the chapel
is designed to exhibit a cycle of photographs that
describe the scenes (the places, the spaces, the
volume occupied by human bodies) of an imaginary
event that is explicitly staged in order to produce

a spatial figure and, through this, becomes a collec-
tive project. This staged event is the imaginary
(and impossible) meeting of Enrico Mattei and the
Queen of Sheba. Enrico Mattei (1906-1962) was an

68

Italian politician and entrepreneur who ran the
state-owned oil company ENI. The Queen of Sheba
is mentioned in the Bible (I Kings, 10:2 and Il
Chronicles, 9:1-9) in relation to her visit to King
Solomon. Piero della Francesca painted the meeting
of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba in

The History of the True Cross in the Basilica of

San Francesco in Arezzo. There is a movie from
1959 by King Vidor titled Solomon and Sheba. It
stars Yul Brynner as Solomon and Gina Lollobrigida
as Sheba.







Make New History is the companion publication to the

2017 Chicago Architecture Biennial. Compiled by artistic
directors Sharon Johnston and Mark Leg, it brings together
an eminent collection of interlocutors including Giovanna Borasi,
Edward Eigen, Sarah Herda, Robert Somol, Martino Stierl,
Philip Ursprung, Jesus Vassallo, Sarah Whiting, and over
100 artists and architects from the exhibition. This catalogue
invites speculation on the status and importance of historical
material to the field of architecture today—the ways it is used
and produced—and the role that biennials play in the making
of new history. ‘ <
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