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Chapter 20
Pakistan-Italian Resource Centre
and the Enhancement of Multan Walled City

Eleonora Bersani, Ermes Invernizzi, and Michele Locatelli

Abstract The Pakistan-Italian Resource Centre is a facility that will be tasked to
promote the cultural, economic and social development of the city of Multan. It
supports the exchange of knowledge and increasing the productive sectors through
relations, trade and finance between Pakistan and other countries, Italy in particular.
It will also become the ideal forum for activities aimed at enhancing the urban
fabric of Multan and at the same time constitute a sort of commercial/business hub
to promote the economy of the Walled City and its surrounding productive land.
The Resource Centre can become the portal of the city of Multan and its territory in
the next Expo. event that will take place in Milan in 2015. The project area is
located within the Pilot Area. near the Darbar of Musa Pak Shaheed, between
Sarafa Bazaar and Musa Pak Complex, in a strategic place to the enhancement of
the inner city. The symbolic, historic and cultural importance of Musa Pak Complex
makes it one of the most significant and representative areas of the historical core
of Multan. This chapter illustrates the design project of the Resource Centre
building at Abdali Road. in a outside of the Walled City area. The project includes
the design of the new Resource Centre building (a nearly zero-energy building). the
connected restoration of the historical Dar Bar building (Musafir Khana) and the
redevelopment of the courtyard.

20.1 Introduction

The Pakistan-Italian Resource Centre is a documentation centre. research and
training located in the Walled City, and it has to contribute, through its presence
and its activities, to the enhancement of the inner city.
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It aims to support the development of the city of Multan within a broader interest
of cooperation between the two countries, Italy and Pakistan. Between Italy and
Pakistan (and in particular the region of Multan) there are significant common
interests and synergies. The new Resource Centre can become also the portal of the
city of Multan and its territory in event “Expo Milano 2015—Feeding the planet.
energy for life.”

The Resource Centre in the Walled City area will be located between the Sarafa
Bazaar (Gold Market) and the Musa Pak Complex, in an area characterized by
several Holy Sites including the Shrine of Musa Pak Shaheed. the mosque of Musa
Pak Shaheed (also called Masjid Ghausia), the Tomb of Hamin Gillani, the Darbar
of Musa Pak Shaheed and Khana Gillani. The symbolic. historic and cultural
importance of Musa Pak Complex makes it one of the most significant and
representative of the historical core of Multan.

The Musa Pak Complex has an intricate genesis. If in general it is true that
historical events were the protagonists of the conformation of the places. then
perhaps it is useful to try to reconstruct the events that led Musa Pak Complex to
its present state and in particular to try to reconstruct the events of the period in
which the greatest changes have occurred and the Shrine of Musa Pak Shaheed was
built." The basic elements of the original urban form are the Shrine of the Saint
(connected with the Mosque), the empty space and the Darbar (gate). So. according
1o history. the beginning of the eleventh (AH)/seventeenth (AD) century, the Musa
Pak Complex is reorganized in clear composition, set according to an east—west
axis:

+ To the east was the gateway to the sacred area, the building of Darbar Musa Pak,
designed to accommodate the pilgrims. The door is a key element in the
definition of place in general and especially for a holy place.

« The centre was an open space, the real pivot around which the whole complex of
Musa Pak was organized. It allowed the direct visual relationship between the

! We know that the body of Hazrat Musa Pak Shaheed was initially buried in Uch Sharif. He was
transported to Multan and buried in the current tomb in 1025/1616, a few years after his death,
according 10 M. Aulad Ali Gilani in the year 1001/1592 or in 1010/1601 (Gilani 1963, p. 246). I
was then that the established habit was to build mosques near shrines. In fact, the Mosque of Musa
Pak Shaheed (also called Masjid Ghausia) is located adjacent to the tomb, to the north. Some
sources believe that previously there was already another mosque, built at Khangah Gilani. An
engraving on stone in Persian, partly preserved and belonging to the temple complex, mentions the
following: Ta’amir Shaikh Hamid bin Shaikh Jeelani Shanzdeh 1005/1596. Some believe that this
inscription belonged to the ancient mosque. Others argue for the hypothesis that this inscription is
connected with the construction of the new mosque and shrine (Masjid Ghausia) and this leads to
suppose that the period of construction of the shrine and of the complex of Musa Pak is prior to the
date of burial of the holy man in Multan. Regardless of the two hypotheses. however, it is
confirmed by numerous texts (Haq 1972, p. 175) that the mausoleum and the construction of the
new mosque are roughly contemporaries and they were placed in front of the Darbar, beyond the
open space laid to the south of the Khana Gillani.



20 Pakistan-Ttalian Resource Centre and the Enhancement of Multan Walled City 257

various monumental buildings; in particular it was organized around the longi-
tudinal axis (east—west) that united the complex and the Darbar Shrine of Musa
Pak Shaheed.

+ To the west stood the shrine of Musa Pak Shaheed, in longitudinal position. An
entrance was to open towards the court and the axis forming the Darbar and a
second entrance facing north, towards the mosque.

This space system was completed to the north of the building curtain and in
particular from the porch of Khangah Gilani. also part of the sacred place.

The elements of the original structure are still visible in the urban fabric of the
city even if the subsequent transformations of the city fabric have changed the
relationships between the monuments of Musa Pak Complex. In particular, in the
courtyard originally the Darbar and the Shrine of the Saint were connected by a
clearly comprehensive axis that integrated the two parts in a single monumental
building with the built curtain to the north, in completing the courtyard, further
contributing to the holistic reading of the sacred complex.

The southern side of the courtyard over time has changed and expanded.
Buildings and facilities progressively occupied the open space. In fact, this space
occupation of the court does not make more legible the explicit relation between the
Shrine and Darbar and contributes to the loss of unit value originally assigned to the
monument. In particular, the Darbar building, separated from the evident link with
the Tomb and the Mosque, is undergoing a gradual loss of the original religious and
symbolic value and it is subject to erosion by the functions related to the
neighbouring Sarafa Bazar. as evidenced by the presence of shops and business
premises on the ground floor of the door.

We learned that a next demolition of the buildings placed between the door and
the tomb is foreseen. It’s a brave choice and to some extent necessary in order to
permit the reading of the original relationship between the monuments.

To enhance the Musa Pak Complex the planned demolitions are not enough. It
must be accompanied by a redevelopment project of the area that may trace
relationships between the component parts, define the functions and give impor-
tance to the open space around which monuments articulate, a place where a
community comes together and is recognized.

The design of the new Resource Centre is an opportunity to reorganize the
central courtyard of Musa Pak Complex. Its shape, recognizing the importance of
the complex and the court, aligns the axes of the main monuments and the court
itself by helping to give a made figure to that portion of public space.

This solution would allow:

(a) To put a stop to private commercial functions related to the Bazaar, which have
eroded over time the space and has changed the shape of Darbar itself and of
that of Musa Pak Complex.

(b) To have a showcase of the Resource Centre on Sarafa Bazaar contributing to
the perception of the Resource Centre building as an element belonging both to
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Fig. 20.1 The reorganization of Musa Pak Courtyard. (a) Darbar, (b) Musa Pak Shrine, (¢) Masjid
Ghausia, (d) PIRC

the complex of Musa Pak and to the rest of the Walled City. It is essential that
the role of associated element to the economy of the city should be emphasized
along with its belonging to the urban fabric.

(c) To enhance the space of great architectural value of the inner courtyard of the
Darbar (Fig. 20.1).

The project of the P.LLR.C. in Musa Pak Complex is organized into three parts:

1. The restoration of the historic building of Darbar, preserving its destination of

Khangah and Musafir Khana. The restoration of the Darbar is an integral part of

the implementation of the P.L.R.C. not only because the historic building and the

construction of new building are closely related but mostly because the restora-

tion may be a visible and concrete example of the function of the role and

mission of the Resource Centre.

The construction of the building to house the exhibition space, offices and

training provided inside the Resource Centre.

3. The redevelopment of the open space of Musa Pak Courtyard to return identity
and value to open space and monuments that make up the Musa Pak Complex.

!\J

20.2 The Musa Pak Complex Darbar Restoration

The restoration of historical building of Darbar is a necessary and urgent work in
order to preserve the sacred and historical value of the compound and to allow the
continuity of the destinations of Khanqah and Musafir Khana, particularly signif-
icant functions in terms of cultural, social and religious, both for the local commu-
nity and for pilgrims coming from outside of the town. It is a building that, in
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Fig. 20.2 Musa Pak Darbar survey: section

addition to being recognized as an integral part of the sacred place. has a significant
historical and architectural value. Its upper floor is used as Khanqah and as Musafir
Khana to accommodate pilgrims in spiritual retreat that come to visit the holy
places of Musa Pak Complex especially during the Urs festivities. The current
configuration of the building is the result of several layers that have occurred over
time. In particular, the upper level comply in its current form due 1o a series of
interventions towards the beginning of XX which are joint to an older artefact and
adapted at the early seventeenth century, when the current urban system was
configured. From the construction point of view, the building has brick bearing
walls and floors with supporting parts in wood, with completion in terracotta tiles or
timber elements (Fig. 20.2). The facade towards Sarafa Bazaar, with interventions
from the turn of the last century, is greatly adorned: in addition to the rich
decorations and to portions of Multani tile leads, the facade has an interesting
Jharoka, whose static conditions are particularly precarious.

From the point of view of functions, the building houses on the ground floor
stores, shops and some rooms with beds, while the first floor is used almost
entirely as Musafir Khana. The intervention has been designed in adherence to the
international principles and conventions of restoration: reversibility (ability to roll
back the changes made), compatibility between old and new, reduced operation
and readability of new interventions; the intervention will not in any way alter the
morpho-typological and historical character of the building, the modifications
must be easily reversible without any damage to the existing and appropriate
attention will be paid to new materials and innovative technologies for energy
savings. The intervention consists mainly of the conservation works on the
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Fig. 20.3 Musa Pak Darbar building: Sarafa Bazar front survey and diagram of structural
intervention

existing building to ensure the integrity of the historical construction, besides
consolidation and reinforcement works to guarantee durability and integrity of the
building. The project primarily aims to restore a state of structural safety of the
building, conducted according to the principle “as close as possible to the original
function so as to ensure a minimum intervention and minimum loss of cultural
value” (Feilden and Jokilehto 1998, p. 90). The authenticity of monuments,
buildings and structures is integrally linked to the temporal narrative embedded
in their fabric. An understanding of the chronological development of a building.
of its multiple and complex structural, spatial and decorative layers is an essential
act to conserve its authenticity.

The model of the building structures showed that the main causes of
functional-static instability of the fabric of Darbar (mainly the collapse of the
structures of the bow window and a consequent profound injury of the bricks
forming the hemi cupola coverage) are related to the lack of the lower portion of
the far right column, probably removed during the formation of the shop on the
ground floor (Fig. 20.3).

20.3 The Pakistan-Italian Resource Centre Building

The building of the P.LLR.C. is one of the most visible concrete expressions of
project activities named “Italy for Multan™ within the Walled City. The new
building will house the project’s activities more closely related to the development



20 Pakistan-lItalian Resource Centre and the Enhancement of Multan Walled City 261

Fig. 20.4 View of the P.LR.C building from Musa Pak Courtyard

of the Walled City, constituting a point of contact with the population of the city
centre. In particular, we provide the necessary offices to branches and activities to
enhance the historic fabric of the centre of Multan (microcredit, capacity building,
etc.) and a room to host training courses (Figs. 20.4-20.7).

The new project in the site of the Resource Centre, also for its specific function
within the historic fabric of the city, is part of the building culture tradition to find
contemporary design solutions and environmentally sustainable energy.

In the wise old buildings, water, wind and jalis were used and combined to
ensure the residents a living quality. This is witnessed by some magnificent
examples of historic architecture in Multan and in Pakistan. The new building is
presented as a large three-dimensional ja/i that faces the public space of Musa Pak
Complex. The building uses water, natural ventilation and shading/mechanics to
ensure a well microclimate. In particular we are studying a system natural refresh-
ment, very simple in principle. but which can be calculated very carefully to give
efficient responses and may reduce energy consumption and easy operation/main-
tenance. It is based on the principle of water evaporation, resulting in reduced
temperature, a principle used in ancient times in many homes in hot countries
between India and Europe which is now carefully restored to bioclimatic architec-
ture (evaporative cooling). The construction details of the refresh evaporative
system in ceramic material is designed and developed in partnership with the
Institute of Blue Pottery Development of Multan.

On the use of sun shields (jali)—traditionally made of wood (or stone) and
known in the West as Mashrabivas—the architectural culture between India and the
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Fig. 20.5 Ground level: the Musa Pak Courtyard Darbar and P.LR.C building planimetric
drawing

Fig. 20.6 Front from the Musa Pak Courtyard

Mediterranean has produced a way of making architecture: the refinement of the
light that passes through elements of the section and is thus diffused and softened,
the ability to control ventilation, the formation of a particular relationship between
interior and exterior and the elegance of the artefacts are elements of jalis that
belong to a unique cultural-architectural heritage.

According to Hassan Fathy (1986) the jalis is not only the symbol and emblem of
a tradition and a cultural identity but also a fantastic invention that performs many
essential functions in climatic order. The coverage will be equipped with photo-
voltaic system able to make the building self-sufficient from the point of view of
energy.
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Fig. 20.7 View of the P.L.LR.C building from Musa Pak Courtyard by night

The new building that will be formed has a pseudo-trapezoidal plan with
dimensions of approximately 12 x 8 m” and a growth in height of 12 m. It is
developed for three storeys starting from ground level and has an entire wooden
structure; the exception is presented by the back wall already existing and in stone
material.

The structure of the facade is made of a grid with wooden pillars, size cm.26 x
cm.13. arranged along the whole front of the building. The vertical structures
(pillars) are placed every cm. |10, while the horizontal structures (the beams size
em.13 x em.13) have a variable pitch according to the windows.

20.4 Musa Pak Complex Courtyard Design

Musa Pak Courtyard is an urban area of aggregation of the most important part of
the walled city. The municipality that has envisaged the demolition of buildings
between the door and the tomb has indeed understood the need to structure the besl
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Resource Center | Musafir Khana

Fig. 20.8 Musa Pak Courtyard design: planimetric drawing

value that returns an empty space to monuments and at the same time is an urban
space that can accommodate people visiting during events and religious events
periodically held.

The design of the courtyard reconstructs the relationship between the buildings
that make up the Musa Pak Complex and in particular shows the original relation-
ship between the gate of the complex (now used as Musafir Khana) and the tomb of
the saint.

The paving stone builds a geometric design based on the repetition of the shape
of the square, which is used to give prominence to an urban space and to reconstruct
the relationship between the entrance of the tomb of the saint and the function of the
door. The presence of trees and of the supporting elements of the tents is used to
improve the microclimate of open spaces which contribute significantly to reducing
temperatures during hot weather (Figs. 20.8 and 20.9).

20.5 The P.LR.C. in Abdali Road

Finally we were asked to design a “Resource Centre” in a different place, indicated
by Pakistan authorities, on Abdali Road. The area is located outside the Walled
City. with easy accessibility and proximity to an important structure connected to
business. The project reconstructs the street frontage on Abdali Road, aligning the
body of the building at the Ramada Hotel and forming an internal courtyard
(Figs. 20.10 and 20.11). The building has an entrance area/showroom and a
conference room that can be transformed into a unique area for exhibitions and
events. Upstairs are the offices and meeting rooms. In the courtyard there is a small
garden with trees and an area reserved for parking.
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Fig. 20.9 Musa Pak Courtyard design: view

Fig. 20.10 P.LR.C. at Abdali Road: planimetric drawing view from the street

The context is different from the Walled City. We choose to use architectural
solutions and techniques totally different from the previous project. The tradition
of Multan of ceramic tiles is declined to make a contemporary skin: the
ventilation towers are used to facilitate the movement of internal air and also
figuratively to recall the particulars of local building traditions.
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Fig. 20.11 P.LR.C. at Abdali Road: iconic shape and climatic strategies and layout of the building
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