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I first met Isidoro Michan-Guindi at the Politecnico di Milano two
years ago, on the occasion of his teaching seminar Half creatures,
half something else, held within the design studio that I coordinate.
The lecture addressed the start of his practice (2019) and its earliest
design experiences - restless and eccentric, as the title suggested, yet
simultaneously intelligent and unexpected. At the end of the speech,
I asked him about the reason behind his seemingly obsessive control
of the interior spaces of the house that was under construction at
the time. His answer was disarmingly concise: “You must be elegant
outside, and perverse inside”.

This sentence repeatedly comes to mind when observing the
pictures of his studio’s interiors. Much like in the paintings of Lowell
Nesbitt, the Michan-Guindi’s officina is portrayed as an accumu-
lation of objects without an operating subject, above all through
models. Discarded materials made from waste - ordinary cardboard
packaging, papier-maché glued onto metal structures, expanded
polyethylene - are stacked within a grainy spatial field, punctuated
by these accumulations. They appear as three-dimensional vivisec-
tions of the design process, unfolding across multiple scales and
materials, offering precise and localised insights into architectural
questions or constructive details.

Moreover, the projects do not present themselves as isolated,
monographic entities confined to corners or worktables within the
studio. Rather, they intermingle across spaces, likely mirroring
analogous migrations of themes and problems that constitute an
underlying thread of Isidoro’s practice. Even the project titles them-
selves perhaps make this clear. They do not reference typology,
site, or client, as is customary, but instead articulate architectural
operations: Building with a Ramp, Building with Vaults, Building
with Two Columns. Or again: Suspended House, Column House,
Dome House, Uncomfortable House. In this way, design operations,
constructive themes, and prototypal solutions become the primary
framework through which both the author and the observer gain
access to the submerged realm of Michan-Guindi’s architectural
intentions and poetics. Instead of engaging in a conversation, we
both agreed to let the space and the objects speak.
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Stool with 10 legs II (1); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Column house (2); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Column house (3); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Suspended house w/Productora (4); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Building with a hat (5); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Building with a ramp (6); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Suspended house w/Productora, 1:1 scale model beam connection (7);
© Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Suspended house w/Productora (7); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Dome house (8); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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Column house (9); © Taller Isidoro Michan-Guindi.
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