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ESTABLISHMENT
OF DESIGN
What is surprising above all is the breadth and ease of the referen-
ces, the freedom with which one draws from the repertoires of all 
cultures. Some pilot sectors trace and suggest the interpenetration 
between markets: cars and design, mechanics and fashion, techno-
logy and objects, and so on. A continuous comparison arises betwe-
en designers and engineers to make specific technological functions 
compatible with stylistic requirements.
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Pirelli Skyscraper by Gio Ponti in Milan

Film “La Dolce Vita” by Fellini

Fiat Abarth 1000

Birth of Pop Art

Alternator replacing the dynamo

“Static”, Lorenz (table clock)

Golden Age for design

Tempered glass for all windows

Jaguar E-Type

Film Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Chevrolet Corvair

“Selectric”, IBM (typewriter)

First Salone del Mobile in Milan

Economic Boom

“Sixtant”, Braun (electric shaver)

The Berlin Wall is erected
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1960S

1962

1963

1962

1964

1962

1963

1963

1962

1963

1963

1962

1963

1962

1964

1962

1964

Studebaker Avanti

Martin Luther King, “I have a Dream”

Alpine-Renault A 110

Ford Mustang

“Arco”, Flos (floor lamp)

Chevrolet Corvette “Sting Ray”

Nobel Prize awarded to Giulio Natta

Ferrari GTO

Assassination of J.F. Kennedy in Dallas

Porsche 911

Andy Warhol proposes “The Super Dress”

First female astronaut

Triumph Spitfire 4 MK1

Ford GT 40 MK1

Birth of Neoliberty

Halogen headlights
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1964

1965

1964

1965
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1965

1966
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1967

1965

1966

1967

1967

Mary Quant launches the miniskirt in London

Anti-lock braking

Lamborghini 350 GT

collection “Mondrian”, Yves Saint Laurent

“Algol 11”, Brionvega (television)

Birth of Pop Design

Alfa Romeo 1300 Junior “Duetto”

“LC4”, Cassina (chaise longue)

Lamborghini Miura P 400

new materials in haute couture: Paco Rabanne

First ATM in London

The “pill” hits the market

Pierre Cardin: futuristic and space age style

end of the economic miracle

NSU Ro 80

Vietnam War

Michelangelo Antonioni films Blow-Up

“Panton Chair”, Vitra

First Japanese cars imported into Europe
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1960S

1967

1968

1968

1967

1967

1968

1968

1967

1967

1968

1969

1969

1968

1969

1969

1968

1969

1969

1969

First heart transplant

Student protests

Ferrari 365 GTB/4 “Daytona”

Alfa Romeo 33 Stradale

The musical Hair

The Hippie phenomenon explodes in the usa

Sony Trinitron color TV

Film by David Lean, “Doctor Zhivago”

Birth of the “Fiorucci” store

The Ulm School is closed

Film by Dennis Hopper, “Easy Rider”

Man lands on the Moon

Volvo P 1800

Porsche 917 K

Ferrari Dino 246 GT

Stanley Kubrick, “2001: A Space Odyssey”

“Sacco”, Zanotta (armchair)

Testing of the Concorde

The Woodstock Festival
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Designed by Gianni Zagato (Zagato), this coupé with a rear-mounted engi-
ne was produced from 1960 to 1961. A small car with rounded shapes, in 
which detail and essentiality of design are the main actors; the cut of the 
doors, the low tail with a perfectly integrated dynamic intake, the handles, 
the rims, and the bumperless nose are the elements that characterize it 
most. It was awarded the Compasso d’Oro in 1960.

FIAT ABARTH 1000 

1960
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Designed by Bill Mitchell, this three-box sedan with a rear-mounted 
overhanging engine was produced from 1960 to 1970. The shape of the car 
is determined by a turret-style cabin, a separation line between the sides 
and the “soap-bar” style windows, and the symmetrical front and rear with 
four oval lights. It is an example of style that would reciprocally influence 
American and European taste; see: NSU Prinz (1958) and Fiat 1300 and 
1500 (1961).

CHEVROLET CORVAIR

1960
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Designed by Malcolm Sayer, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was 
produced from 1961 to 1975. The ogive shape echoes the Alfa Romeo 
Disco Volante of 1952, and is further characterized by a very long engine 
hood, a set-back cabin with an almost vertical windshield, and a very flatte-
ned rear. Details: engine hood louvers and front headlights with aerodyna-
mic covers. More than 72,500 units were produced.

JAGUAR E-Type

1961
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Designed by Raymond Loewy, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was 
produced from 1962 to 1963. The bodywork is made of fiberglass-reinfor-
ced polyester and is characterized at the front by the absence of the classic 
grille in favor of an air intake under the blade bumpers and by two peculiar 
round headlights, while the rear part has a decidedly soft line with a wrapa-
round rear window. About 4,640 units were produced.

STUDEBAKER AVANTI

1962
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Designed by Sergio Scaglietti, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was 
produced from 1962 to 1964. Made with an aluminum body, it has a very 
long nose and faired headlights, all characterized by three semi-oval air in-
takes. The very set-back cabin determines a Kamm tail and an engine hood 
with a vast Plexiglass opening. The acronym GTO stands for “Gran Turismo 
Omologata” (Homologated Grand Tourer) by virtue of the fact that it could 
be a road car but also homologated for track racing. About 35 units were 
produced.

FERRARI 250 GTO

1962
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Designed by Giovanni Michelotti, this spider with a front-mounted engine 
was produced from 1962 to 1964. Built with a chassis separate from the 
body, it has a very low line with a large enveloping engine hood and is 
marked by a wedge-like curve on the flank that connects the volumes of the 
entire car body. This car is an important example of the English and Italian 
technical/stylistic mix. The 4 MK1 version was produced in about 45,500 
units.

TRIUMPH 
SPITFIRE 4 MK1

1962
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Designed by Giovanni Michelotti, this berlinetta with a rear-mounted 
overhanging engine was produced from 1962 to 1977. Made with a fiber-
glass and polyester body, agile and light, it has contained dimensions and 
a low line descending towards the tail. The front features four faired headli-
ghts, protruding hinges, and prominent bumper overriders. It established 
itself in many races, winning the Monte Carlo Rally in 1971. About 7,170 
units were produced.

ALPINE-RENAULT A 110

1962
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Designed by Ferdinand “Butzi” Porsche, this coupé with a rear-mounted 
overhanging engine was produced from 1963 to 1998. It has a compact and 
dynamic car body, emphasized by the classic windshield inclined at only 
55° and flat windows, which remained unchanged for 35 years. The roofline 
embraces the two plastic rear fenders and ends in a very low tapered tail. 
The front overhang is reduced, conferring better proportions compared to 
the Porsche 356.

PORSCHE 911

1963



108

Designed by Bill Mitchell, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was pro-
duced from 1963 to 1967. One of the best examples of a “muscle car”, it 
has a steel chassis and fiberglass body. A car with a rigid roof characterized 
by the split rear window and the central fuel filler cap occupying the trunk 
lid, which does not open. The flank has a continuous line dividing it into two 
parts. In its various versions, it exceeded one million units.

CHEVROLET CORVETTE 
“Sting Ray” 

1963
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Designed by Eric Broadley, this coupé with a rear-mounted engine was pro-
duced from 1964 to 1968. Built to compete in races against Ferrari, the car 
has an aluminum chassis and a particularly low line. The flank features a 
large air intake and bulbous rear fenders. Among the races won were the 
1968 and 1969 editions of Le Mans. Curiosity: the GT40 takes its name from 
the 40-inch height of the chassis, which made it particularly aerodynamic. 
About 30 units were produced.

FORD GT40 MK1

1964
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Designed by Touring, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was produ-
ced from 1964 to 1968. The 350 GT is the first car produced by Lamborghini 
in response to Ferrari models. Made with aluminum panels mounted on a 
metal structure, it has an extremely clean line with rounded shapes and no 
useless decorations. It features oval headlights, a greenhouse with a large 
panoramic rear window, and the characteristic Touring line. About 150 units 
were produced.

LAMBORGHINI 350 GT

1964
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Designed by Lee Iacocca with Joe Oros, David Ash, Gale Halderman, this 
coupé with a front-mounted engine was produced from 1964 to 1968. A 
sports car with an affordable price, it has an integrated body and chassis. 
Characterized by a low and slender line for American standards, it has a 
flank marked by a pronounced indentation with long doors, the absence 
of a central B-pillar, and fake air intakes. More than 2,077,820 units were 
produced.

FORD MUSTANG

1964
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Designed by Marcello Gandini (Bertone), this mid-engine coupé was pro-
duced from 1966 to 1971. The very low roof profile denotes a dynamic and 
flattened line, emphasized by the wide front hood where the headlights 
framed by small black grilles are evident, flowing towards a huge inclined 
windshield. The tail, distinguished by muscular fenders, concludes with a 
black louvered rear window. About 800 units were produced.

LAMBORGHINI MIURA
P 400

1966
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Designed by Aldo Brovarone and Franco Martinengo (Pininfarina), this spi-
der with a front-mounted engine was produced from 1966 to 1994. It is 
characterized by a lenticular “cuttlebone” plan with a very low beltline with 
convex sides connecting the front and the tapered tail. Over time, it assu-
med various unofficial names: Osso di seppia (Cuttlebone), Coda tronca 
(Kamm tail), Aerodinamica, Spider. About 124,000 units were produced.

ALFA ROMEO 1300
JUNIOR “Duetto” 

1966
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Designed by Claus Luthe, this three-box sedan with a front twin-rotor en-
gine was produced from 1967 to 1976. A car ahead of its time: it has a low 
center of gravity, a wide windshield, and a raised tail. The steel body has a 
very low beltline for a sedan, and the greenhouse has chrome pillars and 
window frames, while the rain gutters are recessed into the roof profiles. 
More than 37,200 units were produced.

NSU RO 80

1967
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Designed by Franco Scaglione, this two-seater coupé with a rear-mounted 
engine was produced from 1967 to 1969. Derived from the Tipo 33 racing 
car, it has a very light chassis made with tubular steel elements and magne-
sium alloy castings. It features soft lines and large glass surfaces, which are 
also very curved: it is the first car to have butterfly doors (vertical opening). 
18 units were produced.

ALFA ROMEO 33
STRADALE 

1967



116

Designed by Pelle Petterson, this coupé with a front-mounted engine was 
produced from 1968 to 1973. The P stands for “Personvagn” which means 
“private car”; it is a vehicle of typically Anglo-Saxon taste. The bodywork, 
initially proposed in white, red, and dark gray colors, has a low line empha-
sized by the curved molding running along the flank and by two slight rear 
fins. More than 47,000 units were produced.

VOLVO P 1800 

1968
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Designed by Pininfarina, this berlinetta with a front-mounted engine was 
produced from 1968 to 1973. It has a tubular steel chassis and bodywork 
distinguished by a long, enveloping engine hood which encloses the re-
tractable headlights in its front part. The set-back cabin with an oblique 
pillar ends with a short tail furrowed by a chiseled line inside which the lights 
are located. About 1,425 units were produced.

FERRARI 365 GTB/4 
“Daytona”

1968
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Designed by Pininfarina, this berlinetta with a rear-mid engine was produ-
ced from 1969 to 1974. The bodywork, which in the first examples made by 
Scaglietti is alloy, appears as a slender and compact form. The profile of the 
front fenders, the particularly inclined windshield, and the air intakes on the 
flanks make it rise to become one of the most interesting examples of 1970s 
design. More than 2,480 units were produced.

FERRARI DINO 246 GT 

1969
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Designed by Tony Lapine, this coupé with a rear-mounted engine was pro-
duced from 1969 to 1971. Made with polyester panels mounted on an alu-
minum alloy trellis frame, it has a compact line: the “K” stands for “Kur-
zheck”, meaning short tail. Its iconic Gulf livery (light blue/orange) was a 
protagonist together with Steve McQueen in the film “Le Mans” of 1971. 
The 917K won two 24 Hours of Le Mans (1970 and 1971). About 12 units 
were produced.

PORSCHE 917 K

1969
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THE SQUARED
VOLUMES
As in the fashion sector, when design dresses technology, it must do 
so by innovating to pursue not only utility but also pleasure, tran-
sforming common objects into extraordinary objects, assembling, 
decorating, or simply changing the intended use while establishing 
itself, characterizing itself, in a particularly fragmented market with 
an increasingly balanced aesthetic taste.
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Optical fibers are created

Citroën SM

Citroën Mehari

Birth of Radical Design

The first home videophone

Fiat 127

Lamborghini Countach

Range Rover

Coco Chanel dies

Impact-absorbing bumpers

First portable electronic calculator

Stanley Kubrick, “A Clockwork Orange”

Joe, Poltronova (armchair)

First electrically heated car seat

Jumbo Jet for passenger transport

Alfa Romeo Alfasud
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1970S

1972

1973

1972

1974

1972

1973

1972

1972

1973

1972

1972

1973

1972

1973

1972

1974

“Tizio”, Artemide (table lamp)

Pablo Picasso dies

“Watergate” scandal breaks

Electronic airbag

First liquid crystal calculator

Lancia Stratos HF

Renault R5

The first video recorder, Philips N1500 VCR

first satellite concert: Elvis Presley

italian Prêt-à-porter: first shows

Fiat X1/9

First Oil Crisis

15 millionth VW Beetle produced

World Trade Center inaugurated in NY

Nixon announces the “Space Shuttle” program

Electronic Abs (Bosch)
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1974

1976

1974

1977

1974

1977

1978

1974

1977

1978

1978

1975

1977

1978

1978

1975

1977

1978

1978

Volkswagen Golf

Mao Zedong dies

“Jeatable”, Bic (razor)

launch of the camera Polaroid OneStep

Digital quartz watch

The Beaubourg inaugurated in Paris

Gianni Versace presents his first collection

Emilio Pucci: ski suitfor Veruschka

“ET22”, Braun (calculator)

Nobel Peace Prize to Teresa of Calcutta

“Dallas”, the first television soap opera

AMC Pacer

Maria Callas and Elvis Presley die

Artificial insemination introduced

“Nathalie”, Flou (bed)

First flight of the Concorde

first collection by Jean-Paul Gaultier

Film Grease by Randal Kleiser released

BMW M 1
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1970S

1978

1979

1978

1978

AIDS is clinically identified

Second oil crisis

Exhibition “La carrozzeria italiana” in Turin

First test-tube baby in London
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Designed by Jean-Louis Barrault, this beach car with a front-mounted en-
gine was produced from 1970 to 1987. The body is made of mass-colored 
ABS plastic (green, orange, beige) and bolted to the chassis. The line of the 
car is marked by longitudinal ribs that guarantee rigidity and at the same 
time a strong identity. An example of simplicity, versatility, and lightness, 
this car has a removable canvas roof. More than 144,950 units were produ-
ced.

CITROËN MEHARI

1970



125

Designed by David Bache, this two-box car with a front-mounted engine 
was produced from 1970 to 1996. A permanent four-wheel drive vehicle 
that introduces the concept of the luxury off-roader. It is characterized by 
two distinct parts: the lower “full” one in sheet metal emphasized by a hori-
zontal groove running from bumper to bumper, and the upper “empty” one 
distinguished by a large glass surface interspersed with thin pillars.

RANGE ROVER 

1970
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Designed by Robert Opron, this two-door 2+2 coupé with a front-mid Ma-
serati engine (SM) was produced from 1970 to 1975. Construction is inte-
grated with a steel body and aluminum hood. The car is characterized by a 
very low line and an elongated nose that incorporates the headlights into 
the grille, which is much wider than the tail, which is particularly tapered and 
marked by a wraparound rear window. About 12,920 units were produced.

CITROËN SM

1970
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Designed by Pio Manzù, this two-box sedan with a front-mounted engi-
ne was produced from 1971 to 1977. The first Fiat two-box small car with 
front-wheel drive, it has a rectilinear flow of lines; on the flank, the cut of the 
enveloping engine hood and the angle formed by the profile of the oblique 
tail with the upward curved trend of the rear window are appreciable. The 
rectangular headlights and grille give rationality to the whole.

FIAT 127 

1971
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Designed by Marcello Gandini (Bertone), this mid-engine coupé was produ-
ced from 1971 to 1990. A high-performance car and successor to the Miura, 
it is characterized by the introduction of a detail that became a stylistic 
signature for Lamborghini: the vertical-opening door. The taut lines of the 
bodywork confer a strong aggression to the low and wide car body, accen-
tuated by aeronautical-style air intakes.

LAMBORGHINI
COUNTACH

1971
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Designed by Giorgetto Giugiaro, this two-box sedan with a front-mounted 
overhanging engine was produced from 1971 to 1983. Presented at the 
1971 Turin Motor Show, a forerunner of the Kamm tail line for medium com-
pact cars, it has a very inclined windshield and a slender hood. The high 
cut-off tail is emphasized by a large inclined rear window, while the flank is 
furrowed by a straight groove that makes it more dynamic.

ALFA ROMEO ALFASUD 

1971
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Designed by Ercole Spada (Bertone), this three-box car with a transverse 
mid-rear engine was produced from 1972 to 1989. The classic trait of a “tar-
ga” car, with a black vinyl roof, is emphasized by a wedge-shaped car body 
dictated by sharp edges and taut lines which, together with the inclined 
and wide rear pillar, determine its dynamism. The very low front features 
retractable headlights and a thin bumper concluding it.

FIAT X1/9 

1972
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Designed by Michel Boué, this two-box car with a front-mounted engine 
was produced from 1972 to 1983. It introduces innovative stylistic concepts 
for a two-door car, later copied by other manufacturers: two-box body with 
a slanted tail and large rear hatch, integrated plastic bumpers (first example 
in Europe), reduced front and rear overhangs, and a rectilinear grille with 
rectangular headlights.

RENAULT R5 

1972
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Designed by Marcello Gandini (Bertone), this two-seater mid-engine coupé 
was produced from 1973 to 1980. It has a fiberglass and steel body and 
chassis, and a wide, wraparound windshield. It is characterized by large 
front and rear hoods that incorporate the four fenders and by the widespre-
ad use of matte black moldings, as well as the rear window with horizontal 
slats. About 500 units were produced.

LANCIA STRATOS HF 

1973
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Designed by Giorgetto Giugiaro, this two-box sedan with a front-mounted 
engine was produced from 1974 to 1984. Replacement for the Beetle, it 
gathers the new concepts of the middle-class car, such as: truncated tail, 
rear hatch, front-wheel drive. It has squared lines, a sloping engine hood, 
and simplicity in both the grille and the rear. For the first time, finishes and 
trim are matte black. About 6 million units were produced.

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 

1974
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Designed by Richard Teague, this two-box sedan with a front-mounted en-
gine was produced from 1975 to 1980. An American car with an unusual 
capsule architecture: it is very compact in length and immensely wide (1.96 
m). It has an aerodynamic wedge line with ample glass area and panoramic 
rear windows; all details such as handles, moldings, and front and rear li-
ghting clusters are perfectly flush with the bodywork.

AMC PACER

1975
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Designed by Giorgetto Giugiaro, this two-seater mid-engine berlinetta was 
produced from 1978 to 1980. Built with a tubular steel chassis and fiber-
glass body, it takes inspiration from the BMW Turbo Concept designed in 
1972 by Paul Bracq. The line has a wedge profile and a particularly thin 
front, while the car body is very low, as is the center of gravity. More than 
450 units were produced.

BMW M1 

1978


