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Abstract

We consider the Virtual Element discretization of the Navier—Stokes equations coupled
with the heat equation where the viscosity depends on the temperature. We present the
Virtual Element discretization of the coupled problem, show its well-posedness, and prove
optimal error estimates. Numerical experiments which confirm the theoretical error bounds
are also presented.
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1 Introduction

In this paper, we consider the stationary flow of a viscous incompressible fluid, in the case where
the viscosity of the fluid depends on the temperature. Such a fluid-thermal coupling appears in
many physical phenomena and it is involved in wide range industrial applications, e.g. cooling
processes in steel industries, industrial furnaces, boilers, heat exchangers and nuclear power
plants.

Due to its importance in many practical applications, the numerical approximation of cou-
pled Navier-Stokes and heat equations have been widely studied. In [4I] a generalized Boussi-
nesq problem modelling the motion of a nonisothermal incompressible fluid subject to a heat
source has been discretized by means of mixed finite element methods. A spectral discretiza-
tion of the Navier-Stokes equation coupled with the heat equation has been proposed in [3],
in the stationary case, and in [4] in the unsteady one. Finite Element approximation of the
time dependent Boussinesq model with nonlinear viscosity depending on the temperature has
been studied in [6]. Recently, the finite element approximation of the heat equation coupled
with Stokes equations with nonlinear slip boundary conditions has been analyzed in [35]. Finite
element methods for Darcy’s problem coupled with the heat equation has been studied in [23].

In this paper we are interested in the Virtual Element discretization of the coupled thermo-
fluid dynamic problem. The Virtual Element method (VEM) is a generalization of the Fi-
nite Element Method that takes inspiration from modern Mimetic Finite Difference schemes
[18, 19 [5]. It belongs to the family of polytopal element methods, i.e. finite element meth-
ods that can support polygonal/polyhedral meshes. Polytopal methods such as polygonal
FEM, polygonal and Hybridizable Discontinuous Galerkin, Hybrid High Order methods, see
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e.g.[40, 27, 34, 2], 32 [39] B33}, [8, [7] have received substantial attention in the last years for fluid
mechanic problems, thanks to their flexibly in handling complicated geometries and their abil-
ity preserving the underlying physical models’ fundamental properties. The VEM has received
substantial attention in the last ten years for a wide range problems stemming from of Engi-
neering applications. We refer to the book [10] where the current state of the art on the Virtual
Element Method is reported, collecting contributions from many of the most active researchers
in this field. VEMs for Stokes and Navier-Stokes equations have been proposed and analyzed
in [9] [15], 44, 16, 13]; we refer, e.g., to [22, 111 [20], for the development of VEM for convection
dominated problems.

The remaining part of the manuscript is organized as follows. Section[2]describes the coupled
thermo-fluid dynamic problem together with the theoretical results. Section [3]is devoted to the
Virtual Elements discretization. The existence of discrete solutions is established in [ whereas
the a priori convergence analysis is presented in Section In Section [6] we present some
numerical experiments to test the practical performance of the proposed VEM scheme. Finally,
in Section[f] we draw some conclusions.

We close this introduction with some standard notation. Let 2 C R? be the computational
domain, we denote with & = (z1, x3) the independent variable. With a usual notation the
symbols V and A denote the gradient and the Laplacian for scalar functions, while A, V,
€ and div denote the vector Laplacian, the gradient, the symmetric gradient operator and
the divergence operator, whereas div denotes the vector valued divergence operator for tensor
fields. Throughout the paper, we will follow the usual notation for Sobolev spaces and norms [I].
Hence, for an open bounded domain w, the norms in the spaces W (w) and LP(w) are denoted
by [|-lws(w) and ||[[r(w) respectively. Norm and seminorm in H*(w) are denoted respectively

by |||ls.w and |+|s.w, while (+,+), and || - ||, denote the L2-inner product and the L?-norm (the
subscript w may be omitted when w is the whole computational domain ).
2 Continuous problem

Let © C R2 be a polygonal bounded domain with a Lipschitz-continuous boundary 0. We
consider the following coupled thermo-fluid dynamic problem

—div(v(¥) e(u)) + (Vu)u —Vp=f in Q,
divu =0 in Q,
—div(k V) +u-Vi =g in Q, (1)
u=20 on 01},
¥ =9Ip on 012,

where the unknowns u, p and 9 represent the velocity, the pressure and the temperature of the
fluid respectively; the function v is the temperature depending viscosity of the fluid, x is the
thermal conductivity, f and ¢ stand for the the external volume source terms and ¥p is the
Dirichlet datum for the temperature.

Equation models the stationary flow of a viscous incompressible fluid (governed by a
Navier-Stokes equation), where the viscosity of the fluid depends on the temperature (governed
by an elliptic equation).

For sake of simplicity we here consider Dirichlet homogeneous boundary conditions for the
velocity field, different boundary conditions can be treated as well. Moreover, the analysis
of the three dimensional case could be developed with similar arguments. From now on, we
assume that the model data satisfy the following assumptions.

(A0) Data assumptions:

e the conductivity x is positive and bounded, i.e. there exist k., k* > 0 s.t.

0< ke <k(x) <rK* forall xz e



e the viscosity v is positive, bounded and Lipschitz continuous, i.e. there exist v,, v*,
Vip > 0 s.t.
0<w <v(@) <v* for all ¥ € R,

lv(91) — v(¥2)| < vip|th — V2| for all ¥, € R;
e the external loads satisfy f € [L2(Q)]?, g € L*(Q);

e the Dirichlet datum satisfy Jp € C9(09).

Notice that the regularity assumption on the boundary datum is required in order to define
its nodal interpolant in the discrete VEM setting (see ) Let us define the continuous spaces

V= [H@], Q=L3(Q) = {q € LX(Q) sit. /quQ = o},
Y= Hl(Q)’ 20 = H&(Q)v ZD = {U S Hl(Q) S.t. U\BQ = 19D}7

endowed with natural norms, and the forms

ay () OxV xV SR, ay (0 u,v) == /Qy(ﬁ)c-:(u) e(v)dQ,  (2)
ar(): N x 8 5 R, ar(v,0) ;:/ang.wcm, (3)
cv(n): VXV xV SR, cv (w; u, v) = /Q(Vu)w.vcm, (4)
() VXExE SR, cr(u; 0, 0) ;:/Qu-wadn, (5)
b(-): V x Q> R, b(v,q) == /quivde. (6)

Notice that under the assumptions (AO0) the forms are well defined, furthermore the following
hold

(P0) Stability properties of the continuous forms:
e for any ¢ € ¥ the bilinear form ay (¥; -, ) is coercive and continuous, i.e.

ay (9; v,v) > V*|v|§,Q, ay (¥9; u,v) < v'|uliaolvha, for all u, v € V;

e the bilinear form ar(:,-) is coercive and continuous, i.e.

ar(o,0) > /1*|U|ig ,ar(V,0) < k*1alolha, for all 9, o € %;
e the convective trilinear forms ¢y (+; -, -) and er(+; -, -) are continuous with continuity constant
Ceonv, 1.€.

CV(w; u,’U) S Cconv|w|1,§l‘u|l,52|v|1,ﬂ7 for all w, u, v S Vv

er(u; 9,0) < Coonv|ul|1,0lY1,0llo]l1,0 forallu e V, 9,0 €3

e the bilinear form b(-, -) is continuous and realizes the inf-sup condition with inf-sup constant
B8 >0, ie.

b(v,q) <|v|1.alldloa forallve V and ¢ € Q,
b(v,

sup M > Bllgllo.0 for all ¢ € Q.

veV |v|1,Q

The variational formulation of Problem reads as follows:

find (u,p,¥) € V x Q x Zp, such that

ay (¥, u,v) + cy (u; u,v) + b(v,p) = (f,v) forall v € V, 7)
b(u,q) =0 for all ¢ € Q,
ar(9,0) + er(u;9,0) = (g,0) for all o € X.



Let us introduce the kernel of the bilinear form b(-,-) that corresponds to the functions in V'
with vanishing divergence, i.e.

Z:={veV st divv=0}.
Then, Problem can be formulated in the equivalent kernel form:
find (u,9) € Z x ¥p, such that
ay (9, u,v) + cy (u; w,v) = (f,v) for all v € Z, (8)
ar(¥,0) + cr(u;¥,0) = (g,0) for all o € X.

We can observe by a direct computation, that, for a fixed w € Z, the bilinear forms cy (w; -, -)
and cr(w; -, -) are skew symmetric, i.e.

cv(w;u,v) = —cy (w;v,u) for all w, v € V, ()
cr(w; v, 0) = —cp(w;o,9) for all ¥, o € ¥.
Therefore, for w € Z, the forms cy (w; -, ) and ¢y (w; -, -) can be equivalently defined as follows

1

Y (w; w, v) = §(Cv(w; u,v) — cy(w; v, u)) forallw,v €V,  (10)
1
XY (w; 0, 0) == §(CT(w§ 9,0) — cr(w; 0,9)) for all ¥, c € B.  (11)

However, at the discrete level cy (w; -, -) and &V (w; -, -) (resp. cr(w; -+, -) and KV (w; -, )

will lead to different bilinear forms, in general.

In the context of the analysis of incompressible flows, it is useful to introduce the concept
of Helmholtz—Hodge projector (see for instance [38, Lemma 2.6] and [36, Theorem 3.3]). For
every w € [L?(Q)]? there exist wg € H(div; Q) and ¢ € H'(Q)/R such that

w = wo + V, (12)

where wy is L?-orthogonal to the gradients, that is (wq, Vi) = 0 for all ¢ € H(Q) (which
implies, in particular, that wy is solenoidal, i.e. divwy = 0). The orthogonal decomposition
is unique and is called Helmholtz—Hodge decomposition, and P(w) := wy is the Helmholtz—
Hodge projector of w.

Combining the argument in [3, Theorem 2.2] and the definition of Helmholtz—Hodge pro-
jector, the following existence result holds.

Theorem 2.1. Under the data assumptions (AO0), Problem (7)) admits at least a solution
(u,p,9) € V x Q x Xp. Moreover the solution satisfies the bound

o+ 19120 < C2 (PR 1o +19P 10 + 190]3 2,00 (13)

where the constant Cesy depends on the domain Q0 and on the constants k., kK* and v, in the
data assumptions (AO).

Assuming suitable bounds on the data of the problem and on the velocity solution it is possible
to establish the following uniqueness result [3| Proposition 2.3]

Theorem 2.2. Under the data assumptions (A0), assume moreover that there exist two posi-
tive constants Cyata and Cso depending on the domain ) and on the constants k., K* and v,
in the data assumptions (AQ) s.t.

i) the data of the problem satisfies
Chuea (P10 + 9210+ 190]12 200) < 1, (14)

ii) Problem (7) admits a solution (u,p, V) with u € W, () where ¢ > 2 and the following
bound holds
Csol Viip || ()2 < 1, (15)

then this solution is unique.



3 Virtual Elements discretization

3.1 Notation and preliminaries

We now introduce some basic tools and notations useful in the construction and the theoretical
analysis of Virtual Element Methods.

Let {2} be a sequence of decompositions of the domain 2 C R? into general polytopal
elements £ where h := supgcq, he. We suppose that {Q}, fulfils the following assumption.
(A1) Mesh assumption:
there exists a positive constant ¢ such that for any E € {Qp}n

e F is star-shaped with respect to a ball Bg of radius > ohg;
e any edge e of E has length > phg.

We remark that the hypotheses above, though not too restrictive in many practical cases, could
possibly be further relaxed, combining the present analysis with the studies in [21], 28] 30].

Using standard VEM notations, for n € N and s € RT and p = 1,..., +oco let us introduce
the spaces:

o P, (w): the set of polynomials on w C € of degree < n (with P_;(w) = {0}),
o P,(Q):i={qe L?*(N) st q|g €P,(E) foral EcQ},
o Wi(Q) :={vel?Q) st v|lgeW;(E) foral EecQ}

equipped with the broken norm and seminorm

||UH€V;(Q}L) = Z ||va ;(E) 9 |,U|P ;(Qh) = Z ‘vm{/;(E) ) lf 1 S p < 0,
EecQy EcQy,
10l @) = max ol my s [l = max ol g, if p = oo.

Let E € Qp,, we denote with hg the diameter, with |E| the area, with g = (2g1,2E2) the
centroid. A natural basis associated with the space P,,(F) is the set of normalized monomials

M, (E) := {me, with |a| <n}
where, for any multi-index a = (a1, ) € N2
o 2 Ti — TE; o L :
Mg i= 211 <hE> and la] := ;ai .
Moreover for any m < n we denote with
@n\m(E) = span{mq, with m+1 <|a| <n}.

Furthermore, we introduce the following notations: let {X¥*} pcq, be a family of forms X' Z: Hle Wy (E) —
R, then we define

0

X Jwein) =R, X(ur,..ug) = Y XF(ur,. ), (16)
j=1 EeQy,

for any u; € Wp? () and j = 1,..., L.
For any F, let us define the following polynomial projections:

e the L2-projection I1%:F: L2(E) — P, (E), given by
/ qn(v — I%E0)dE =0 for all v € L*(E) and ¢, € P,(E), (17)
E

with obvious extension for vector functions I1%%: [L?(E)]?> — [P,(E)]? and tensor func-
tions TI%F : [L2(E)]?%% — [P, (E)]**?;



e the H'-seminorm projection IIY ¥ : H'(E) — P, (E), defined by

/ Vg V(v—TIYFEv)dE=0 forallve HY(E) and ¢, € P,(E),
E

/ (v— TIYFv)ds =0,
OF

with extension for vector fields ITY - : [HY(E)]? — [P,(E)]2.

In the following the symbol < will denote a bound up to a generic positive constant, in-
dependent of the mesh size h, but which may depend on 2, on the “polynomial” order of the
method k and on the regularity constant appearing in the mesh assumption (A1).

We finally recall the following well know useful results:

e Poincaré inequality [42] Theorem 1.3.3]
lellie Slelie  for any ¢ € Hy(); (18)
e Sobolev embedding H'(Q2) C LP(Q) [42, Theorem 1.3.4]: let 2 < p < oo, then
lellze) S llelie  for any € H'(Q); (19)
e Polynomial inverse estimate [29, Theorem 4.5.11]: let 1 < g, p < oo, then for any E € ),
||Pn||Lq(E) S hQE/Q72/p||pn||LP(E) for any p, € P, (E); (20)

e Bramble-Hilbert Lemma [29, Lemma 4.3.8]: let 0 <t <s<mn+1, and 1 < ¢,p < oo such
that s — 2/p >t — 2/q, then for any F € Q,

o =T P olwemy S h%_t+2/q_2/p|w|W;(E) for any p € W (E). (21)

The present section is devoted to the construction of the proposed virtual elements scheme.
In Subsections [3:2]and [3:3] we present the inf-sup stable divergence—free velocities-pressures pair
of spaces and the temperatures spaces, respectively. In Subsection we define the discrete
computable forms. Finally in Subsection we show the virtual elements discretization of
Problems and .

Let £ > 2 be the “polynomial” order of the method. The lowest order case £ = 1 can be
treated as well using a slightly different approach [9]. We recall that, in standard finite element
fashion, the VEM spaces are first defined elementwise and then assembled globally. In the
following we will denote by E a general polygon having /. edges e, while ng will denote the
unit vector that is normal to JF and outward with respect to E.

3.2 Virtual Elements velocities space and pressure space

In the present section we outline an overview of the divergence-free Virtual Elements spaces for
the Navier-Stokes equation [15], 44 [16].
We consider on each polygonal element E € ) the “enhanced” virtual space

Vi(E):= {vh € [C°(E)? st. (i) Avy, + Vs € P, 1(E), for some s € L3(E),
(1) divoy, € Pp_1(E),
(iii) vpe € [Pr(e)]® Ve € OF,

(iv) (v — HZ’EU}U xt pr_1)p =0 Vpr_1 € @1%1\1%3(]5) )

(22)
where x X2, —21). We here summarize the main properties of the space V;,(E) (we refer
to [16] for a deeper analysis).

L=



(P1) Polynomial inclusion: [Py(E)]> C V,(E);

(P2) Degrees of freedom: the following linear operators Dy constitute a set of DoF's for
Vh(E):

Dy 1 the values of vy, at the vertexes of the polygon F,
Dy 2 the values of vy, at k — 1 distinct points of every edge e € OF,

Dy 3 the moments of vy,
1
@/ vy - mrIme dE for any mq € My_3(E),
E

1._ 1

where m E(l‘z — Zo.p, —T1 + T1.E),

Dy 4 the moments of divyy,

he

E divoy, me dE for any mq € My_1(FE) with || > 0;
E

(P3) Polynomial projections: the DoFs Dy, allow us to compute the following linear oper-

ators:
7 Vi(E) = P(B)P, TE: VV(E) = [Pra(B)*2.

The global velocity space V7, is defined by gluing the local spaces with the obvious associated
sets of global DoF's:

Vii={vh €V st. wvpp € Vy(E) forall E€Qy}. (23)
The discrete pressure space @y, is given by the piecewise polynomial functions of degree k — 1,
ie.

Qn:={qm €Q st. qnp€Pr_1(E) foral Ee€Q}. (24)

The couple of spaces (Vj, Q) is inf-sup stable [I5], and we denote with B > 0 the inf-sup

~

stability constant, i.e. 3 is such that

b(vp, gy =
sup 2O S gy for any an € Qn. (25)
v EV Y |Uh|1,ﬂ

Let us introduce the discrete kernel
Zp:={vp, €V, st. blvp,qn)=0 forallg,eQr} (26)
then recalling (4¢) in and , the following kernel inclusion holds
Z, CZ, (27)

i.e. the functions in the discrete kernel are exactly divergence-free.

3.3 Virtual Elements space for the temperatures

In this section, we briefly introduce the H'-conforming virtual space for the temperatures, that
consists on the so-called nodal “enhanced” virtual space [5]. We thus consider on each element
E € Qy, the space

S (E) = {ah € C%F) s+t. (i) Aon € Py(E),
(i) Ohle € Pr(e) Ve € OF, (28)

(iii) (o, — 1) Fon, Pi)p = 0 Vpi € Py p—o(E) } :

We here summarize the main properties of the space X5 (E) (see [B]).



(P4) Polynomial inclusion: P (E) C X, (E);

(P5) Degrees of freedom: the following linear operators Dy constitute a set of DoF's for
Zh(E)Z

Dsx:1 the values of o, at the vertexes of the polygon F,
Dx:2 the values of o, at k — 1 distinct points of every edge e € F,

Ds3 the moments of o,
1
— / o medE for any mq € My_o(E);
|E|l JE

(P6) Polynomial projections: the DoFs Dy allow us to compute the following linear oper-
ators:
M7 24(E) — Pu(E),  TIVY: VEL(E) = [Pe_i(E)]%.

The global velocity space %, is defined by gluing the local spaces with the obvious associated
sets of global DoF's:

X = {O'h €Y s.t. OnlE € Eh(E) for all £ € Qh},
with its homogeneous boundary counterpart
Z()’h = {O’h € X, s.t. Ohlo = 0} (29)

In order to treat non-homogeneous Dirichlet data, accordingly to the data assumptions (AO0),
let us consider the “nodal” interpolant ¥p 1, of ¥p defined by:

Ypn € c%09) s.t. 19D7h|e € Pr(e) for any edge e C 99,

(30)
Up.n(x;) = Ip(x;) for any node x; € e, for any edge e C 9€.
Then the discrete counterpart of the space Xp is defined as follows:
Yp,n = {on, € X}, s.t. Ohjon = '19D7h} . (31)

3.4 Virtual Element forms

The next step in the construction of our method is the definition of discrete versions of the
continuous second order forms in and , of the convective forms in and and the
approximation of the right-hand side terms. It is clear that for an arbitrary function in V7,
or Y5 the forms are not computable since the discrete functions are not known in closed form.
Therefore, following the usual procedure in the VEM setting, we need to construct discrete
forms that are computable by means of the only knowledge of the DoF's.
In the light of properties (P3) and (P6) we define the computable discrete forms.

e Discrete second order forms (cf. and (3)))

a@,h(ﬁh;uh,vh) = / V(H%Eﬁh) Hg’is(uh) : H%ﬂs(vh) dE + sE(O; un, vp), (32)
E
agh(ﬂh, op) = / fﬁH%ﬂVﬁh . HQ’FIVUh dE + s%(ﬁh, on), (33)
E
where the VEM stabilizing terms are given by
55(19h; Up, V) 1= V(Hg’Eﬁh) 55((1 — H%E)uh, (I - H%E)'uh) , (34)
(O, op) = (g k) SE((I — TP, (I - Ty F)an), (35)

and where SE(-,): Vi (E) x Vi(E) — R and SE(-,-): 4(F) x X,(E) — R are computable
symmetric discrete forms satisfying

[onlip S ¥ (onvn) S lvnlip for all v € Viu(B) Nker I,

(36)
lonl2 5 S SE(on, o) S lonlip for all oy € X5 (E) Nker I 7.



Many examples can be found in the VEM literature [I8], [12]. In the present paper we consider
the so-called dofi-dofi stabilization defined as follows: let iy, ¥) and Jh, d, denote the real
valued vectors containing the values of the local degrees of freedom associated to uy, vy in the
space V', and to ¥, and o, in the space Xj respectively, then

S{;(uh,vh) ::ﬁh"l_jhy Sz?(’&h,(fh) 5:1§h'5h~

e Discrete convective forms (cf. and ()
C\b;,h('whE Up, Vp) 1= / [Hz’i(Vuh) H%Ewh} oHZ’Evh dE, (37)
E

&y (up; Op, o) = /E (I Py, - 107 V9, ) T P 0y, A (38)

—~

cf. and (1))

and their skew-symmetric formulation

C?}TZW’E(wh; Up, vp) = %(C\E/ﬁ(wh? wp, vp) — ¢ (Wi Vi, up)) (39)
C%?LW’E('U)}L; Ip, o) i= %(cﬁh(wh; In,0n) — cﬁh('wh; on,9n)) - (40)

e Discrete external forces
Frop =7 F gnp =T, forall EcQy, (41)

The global forms, defined accordingly to the notation 7 satisfy the following.

(P7) Stability properties of the discrete forms:
e for any ¥ € ¥ the bilinear form ay ,(¥; -, -) is coercive and continuous, i.e.

1,Q|vh|1,Q7

avp (U vh, vR) > aulilvnli o, ava(9; un,vi) < oV |uy

for all uy, vy, € Vy;
e the bilinear form ag (-, -) is coercive and continuous, i.e.

arn(on,0n) = Bekislonlla,  ar(Wn,on) < B [Onl1alonl1e,
for all ¥y, op € Xp;
e the convective trilinear forms ci}f‘,iw(g -,+) and c?}‘fjbw('; -,+) are continuous, i.e.
c?}‘,’zw(w; u,v) < éconv\wh@ ul1,0lv)ia, for all w, u, v € V,
c%zw(u; 9,0) < Ceonv|tl1,al|d1.0llol10, forallu e V, 9, 0 € &,

where o, a*, By, 8%, éconv are positive constants depending on the domain €2, on the “polyno-
mial” order of the method k and on the regularity constant appearing in the mesh assumption
(A1).

3.5 Virtual Element problem
Having in mind the spaces , , 31) and , the discrete forms , , , (40),
(1] (7

the form @, the discrete loading terms , the virtual element discretization of Problem
is given by

find (wp, pn, ) € Vi, X Q X Xp p, such that

avn(On, wn, i) + 5 (wn; wn, vi) + b(vn, o) = (4, vn) Vo, € Vi, (42)
b(un,qn) =0 Van € Qn,
arn(On,on) + 5 (wns On, on) = (gn, on) Von € Xon-



Recalling the definition of thediscrete kernel Z; in , the previous problem can be also
written in the kernel formulation, i.e.

find (up,91) € Zi, X Ep p, such that

avn(On, wn,vn) + 5 (wn; wp,vn) = (Fr.vn)  You € Zy, (43)
arn(On, on) + 53 (wn; O, 0n) = (g, on) Vo € Xo,p-

4 Existence of discrete solutions

In the present section we establish the existence of discrete solutions.

Proposition 4.1. Under the data assumptions (A0), assume moreover that there exists Cex;
depending on the domain Q0 and the shape reqularity constant in assumption (A1) s.t.

[9Dnll1/2,00 < Coxi min{vs, ks } (44)
then Problem admits at least a solution (wp,pn,9n) € Zn X Qn X Epp. Moreover, the
following bound holds

lunl? o+ [9nlli 0 < Coy (||fh||22;; +1gl 10+ ||79D||%/2,8Q> (45)
where the constant 6'est depends on the domain ) and on the constants k., k* and v, in the
data assumptions (A0) and the shape regularity constant in assumption (A1).

Proof. Let 192 € Xp,; be the solution of the following auxiliary problem
find 19‘2 € Yp,p, such that

/ VI - Vo, d2=0 Vo, € Sgp.
Q

Then, by Lax-Milgram Lemma, 99 satisfies the bound
19510 < Cal[9pull1/2.00 - (46)
Notice that Problem can be equivalently formulated as follows

find (up,97) € Zy, x Xgp, such that
av.p (95 + 97, wn, vn) + S5 (uns wp,vn) = (£, v0) Yoi, € Z, (47)
arn (05, + 99, 00) + S5 (un; 95, + 95, 0) = (gh.on)  Von € Sop.
We now prove that Problem admits solutions. Let 3 := Z}, x X and, for any (up,95) € 3
let A(r72): 1 — R given by
AP (v, 00) 1= avp (95, + 07, wn,vn) + G5 (wns wn,vn) = (F,08) (48)
+arn (95, + 05, 0n) + 5 (un; 95, + 95, 01) — (gh, on)

for all (vp,0p) € 3. Then employing property (P7) and the skew-symmetry of the convective

forms c?}fﬁ’l‘” and c%kj’lw (cf. and ([40)) we obtain
AT (g, 99) > qwviunli o + Bukia|95 13 o — | £1llz: [unlio (49)
— |gnl-1.095|-1.0 + ar.n (95, 95) + S5 (un; 95, 95) .

From property (P7) and it holds that

arp(95,95) > —arn (99, 99) 7 arpn(95,95)2 > —B* &* Ca |9p nll1 /2.0 1951,0 .

CCOHV
2

Y (up; 95, 95) > —Ceonv 94110 [un]1,0]95 1.0 > — Ca l9pnll12.0lunlia+ 07]7q)-

(50)
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Therefore inserting in , we infer
o . . 1~ o
A9, 08) = (minn, ) minve ) = 3 CoonCo Wl ) (sl + 195130)+

— (UFal1Z; + lanl21.0)72 + B 5 Ca Wl (unlE g + 513 )72,
(51)
Let us set
Coi < ml/I\l{a*,ﬁ*} 7
C’convaQ

then from and we get
o 1
A(u}zﬂ9h)(uh,'l9;)l) > 5 min{a,, B« } min{v,, /@*}(|uh|§)9 + \192@)9)—1—

— (15 + 190[21.0)2 + 8 1 Ca Ipnll ) (1 + 92 )2
(52)
Let
(I allzs +lgnl21,0)"? + B8 5*Ca l[9pnll1 /2.0
min{ ., B« } min{v,, K. }
and 8 := {(vn,00) € s, |uplf g+ 1957 o < 0%} then implies

(53)

A(umﬂi)(UMﬁZ) >0 for any (uha 79(}1) € 0S.

Employing the fixed-point Theorem [37, Chap. IV, Corollary 1.1] there exists (up,?7) € S s.t.
AWn) (v, o) = 0 for all (vy,04) € 3, i.e. Problem admits solution. Let ¥), = ¥ + 192,
then (up,9s) € Z), x S,y is a solution of Problem (43). Bound follows from and
and the definition of S.

Finally, the existence of solutions (wup,pn,¥7) € Vi x Qn X X, of the equivalent Problem
is a direct consequence of (see for instance [24]). O

Remark 4.1. Notice that, differently from the continuous problem, in order to establish the
existence result for the discrete problem (44)) we need that the conductivity k and the viscosity
v are sufficiently large with respect to the Dirichlet datum ¥p (cf. bound ) A careful
inspection of the proof of Theorem (see [3, Theorem 2.2]) shows that the gap between the
continuous and the discrete case is the different construction of the (skew-symmetric) convective
forms er(u; -, +) and XV (up; -, -).

We now investigate whether Problem admits a unique solution. We introduce the
analysis with the following lemma.

Lemma 4.1. Let op1, opa € Xp p, let vy, € Vi, such that v, € [WP(Qp))? with p > 2. There

exrists a positive constant éhp only depending on ), k, and the shape regularity constant in
(A1) such that for any wy, € V),

lav,n(on,1; V0, wh) — aV,h(Jh,2§'Uha'wh)| < Ciiptiip|on,1 — on2lio [valwr )z [walie . (54)
Proof. From definition of ay (-, -) (cf. . ) we have

lav,n(oh,1;Vh, Wh) — av,p(on,2; VR, wh)| < Z |S‘E/(Uh,1§vh;wh) - Sg(ah,%vhawh” +
EeQy,

+ Z /} (I P op1) — v(I) P o) | [ e(vn) || T 5 e(w)) | dE := 1 + 12 .
EcQy,

(55)

Concerning the term 7y, from and , and recalling property (P0), we infer

m < Y vy Fon) — vy Fon )| [SE((T = T )vn, (I T )ws,)|
EeQy,
Svip >, 9T (on1 = on2)| (T =T Yol g (T = TP w1 g
EeQy,

11



Then employing the inverse estimate and the Bramble-Hilbert Lemma

-2 1-2
m < Vip Z hyPIITSE (op0 — on2)llLe(e) bg /q"Uh|[qu(Qh,)}2 lwn|1,E
EEQ}L

where p is such that 1/p+ 1/q¢ = 1/2. Therefore, since Hg’E is continuous with respect to the
LP-norm, from the Hélder inequality for sequences we infer

m < Vip Z lon1 = onelle(p) [Onlwe ez [walie

EeQy
1/p 1/q ) 1/2
S llona=anallie ) (S loiltigane) (X o)
BEEQ, BEQ, BEQ),
S Yipllong = on2llze@)lvalwe @iz lwnlie -
Then, since p > 2, from the Sobolev embedding we obtain
m S Yiplon1 — onzlialvalwr @uzlwalio - (56)

For what concerns the term 7 in (55)), using similar argument to that used for 7;, we have
< Y [ o) — v (o) | L7 e(on) I ()| 42
Eeq, F

Stip D 9P (o1 — on2)lles) [vnlwa @2 [wal1e (57)
EcQp

S Viiplon,1 — on2|relvnlwr @) lwalie -

The thesis follows combining and in . O
We now state the following result concerning the uniqueness of the discrete solution.

Proposition 4.2. Under the data assumptions (AQ), assume moreover that there exist two

positive constants édm and 6501 depending on the domain 2, on k, on the constants Kk, K*
and v, in the data assumptions (AQ) and on the shape reqularity constant in assumption (A1)
s.t.

i) the data of the problem satisfies
Ciata <|fh\22h* + |9h|31,sz + ||79D,hH§/2,BQ> <1, (58)

1) Problem admits a solution (wy,pn,V5) with w, € (Wl (Q)]* where ¢ > 2 and the
following bound holds

~

Ciol Viip |un|w (a2 < 1. (59)
Then, referring to (45) and (54)), if
CroonyC Ci
K = co - est 1+ 1{)\ <1 (60)
0,V Cata BikixCsol

this solution is unique.

Proof. We limit to sketch the proof since it follows the guidelines of the proof of [3, Proposition
2.3]. Let (up, Vi) € Zp, X Lp p, with ¢ = 1,2 two solutions of Problem and let

Op :=uUp1 — Up2 € Zp, Ch =1 —Vn2 € Xon-

Then from , employing the skew-symmetry of the convective forms c?}"‘}lw and c%lfiw, we infer

ar.n(Ch, Ch) = —C%%W(Csh;ﬁh,h@% (61)
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and

skew

av,n(Un,2, On,0n) = =5 (On; wn1,0n) — (av,n(In,1, Un1,0n) — avn(Vn2, wn1,0n)) - (62)
Recalling properties (P7), from we derive
BekilChl?a < CoonvlOnl1all P

Thus recalling that (wp1,9,1) satisfies bound , from

lLelChlie-

o~ ~

C'Convcvest
1,Q S = - |6h
Cdataﬁ* R

In a similar way, employing properties (P7) and Lemma from we infer

€3

1,0 - (63)

a*l/*\(shﬁ,g < aconv|uh,1|1,9|5h|ig + ClipVip [Un 1w (2,2 [Chl1.0[0k |10 -

Using again and , from and we derive

CoonvC. Ciip CoonvC
Quv|Onlt o € —E N 0 + =2 = G g,
data sol Cdataﬁ* K
that is
16nl70 < K|6uliq-
Now the proof follows from . O

5 Convergence results: a prior: analysis

In present section we derive the rate of convergence for the proposed VEM scheme . We
preliminary recall some optimal approximation properties for the discrete temperatures spaces
Yo,n, Lp,n and the velocities space V', that can be found in [31l [I7] and [I6] respectively.

Lemma 5.1 (Approximation property of ¥g 5, ¥p ). Under the assumption (A1) for any
T € NoNHTY(Qy) (resp. Tp NH(Qy,)) there exists 71 € Yo, (resp. Xp.n) such that for all
E € Qy, it holds

I7 = 7rllo,p + helr = 71l S h% Tlst1,m

where 0 < s < k.

Lemma 5.2 (Approximation property of V). Under the assumption (A1) for any v € VN
[H*+1(Qp,)]? there exists vz € V'}, such that for all E € Q, it holds

lv = vzllo,5 + helv —vzlie S 05 vlsie
where 0 < s < k. Furthermore if v € Z it holds vz € Zj,.

In order to derive the error estimates, we state the following assumption on the solutions
and on the data of Problem .

(A2) Regularity assumptions:
e the solution (u,p, ) satisfy w € [H*1(Qp)]?, p € [H*(Q0)], ¥ € [HTH(Q4)],
o the viscosity v, the conductivity x satisfy v(¥) € W3 (Q), K € W3 (Qp),
e the external loads f and g satisfy f € [H*T1(Q4)]%, g € [H*T1(Q)].

for some 0 < s < k.
In the following R(-) will denote a generic constant depending on the norms of u, p, ¥, v,
k, f and g in the aforementioned spaces.
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Proposition 5.1. Under the assumptions (A0), (A1) and under the assumptions of Theorem
and Pmposition let (u,p,¥) be the solution of and (up,pn,9r) be the solution of
(42)

. Assuming moreover (A2) the following error estimates hold:

lup, —ul1.0+ |9 — Inll1,0 < R(u,¥,v,K5) h°,
llp — prllo.o < R(u,p, 9, v, k) h°.

Proof. We preliminary observe that under the assumptions of Theorem (resp. Proposition

and recalling (resp. (45))) the following hold

c2 C?
lult o+ [10]1q < 05“ ; unlq +10nlla < =2 (64)
data data

The proof follows the following steps.
Step 1. Interpolation error estimates.
Let us introduce the following error quantities

er:=u—uz, or:=19—9r, 01’ =p—pr,
en i=Uz — Up, op =107 — I, Oh =PI — Dh »
where ¥ and wuz are the interpolant function of ¢ and w of Lemma [5.1] and Lemma re-

spectively and p; € @y, is defined elementwise by pr|p = H%ﬂp for any E € Qp (cf. )
Therefore from Lemma Lemma and Bramble-Hilbert Lemma, , we have

lez]i,0 < R(u)h®, llozlli,o < R A®, llorllio < R(p) h°. (65)

Notice now that since w € Z, from Lemma [5.2] it holds that e, € Z},. Whereas from Lemma

@ oy € EO,h'

Step 2. Error equation for the temperature.
Employing Property (P7) and manipulating the second equation in and we obtain

Bukislonli o < arn(on,on) = arn(W1,0n) — arp(On, on)
= (arn(V1,0n) —ar(V,0n)) + (ar (¥, 01) — a7 n(Vn, 0n))
skew

= (arn(V1,0n) —ar(V,0n)) + (C%%W(um On,on) — % (u; 9,04)) + (9 — gn, on)

=:MNa,T + Ne, T + Mg -
(66)
We now estimate the three terms above.
e estimate of 7, 7: we split n, r into local contributions 77£T. Recalling definitions and
and the property of the L?-projection we have

neq ::/ kTIOE VO - T0E Vo, dE + s2 (05, ah)—/ k VI - Vo, dE
E E

= /E K (I E V9 — V) -5 Vo, dE — /E KV - (I —T0E)Voy, dE + sE(9r, op)

= [E K (I E V9 — VO) - TV E Vo, dE — /E(I — 05 ) (kYY) - Vo, dE + sE(0;, ay) .
Then from Property (PO0), and , employing Bramble-Hilbert Lemma , we obtain
N < (’f*HHz’iVﬁl — Vo5 + (1 = TE) (5 VO) o, + £7|(T — H%EWI\LE) lonli,e
< (lozhe + 10 = 20l + (T = TE) (90 o+ ) lonlo

K/WSE
<wnp ((oche + 9+ TS o0 o

14



Therefore summing the local contributions and employing we obtain
Na, T § R('ﬂ, Iﬁ:) h® |0’h|1)Q . (67)

e estimate of 1. r: employing the skew-symmetry of csTlf‘;LW(~; o) (cf. ) we have

Ner = G5 (wns Onyon) — G567 (w; 0, 0n) 4+ 57 (w; 9, 00) — & (us 9, 04) 6
skew skew skew skew ( )

= —Crp (un; oz,0n) — CT.h (u —up; U, 0%) +Crp (u; ¥, 0n) — 7 (u; 9, 0n) .

From Property (P7), bounds (64) and we have

W (uns o7, 00) + G (w — up; 9,04) < Coonv ([unlollozlie + [u = unlialld)e) lonl0
CoonyCos CeonyCles
< 2 61|y alon)a + CE,LG“ (lezl.e + lenli.e) lonha
data data
CroonyC
< = ey|ralonlia + R(u,9) h |onlia .-
Cdata
(69)
Furthermore employing [16, Lemma 4.3]
csTk,%W(u; 3, 01) — c%k‘ew(u; P, 0n) < R(u,9)h’ lop)1,q.- (70)
Therefore collecting in 7 bounds and we obtain
CeonC.
Ner < %Lm|eh|l,ﬂ|0h|l,ﬂ + R(w,9) b’ |op|1,0- (71)
data

e estimate of 1,: employing the definition of L?-projection and Bramble-Hilbert Lemma
(21) we infer

g < R(9) B |on]1,0. (72)
Finally combining , and in we get
aCOI]VC'GS
lonlo < “lenlia + R(u, 0, k) h* + R(g) h**2. (73)

~ CaataBeFs

Step 3. Error equation for the velocity.
We now analyse the velocity error equation. Combining the first equation in and (43)
together with Property (P7), we have

a*V*|eh|%,Q < avp(Vn; en,en) = av,p(In; uz, en) — avp(Vn; un, en)
= (ayv,n(9n; uz, en) —ay(9; u,ep)) + (av (9; u, en) — avn(Vn; un, er))
skew skew

(av,n(On; uz,en) — av (95 w,en)) + (U5 (wn; un, en) — & (w; w,en)) + (f — fr.en)

=:Ta,v + Te, v + ng -

(74)
We now estimate each term above.
o estimate of 1,/ we split the term into local contributions 775, v- Recalling definitions and

we have

775,\/ = / V(Hg’Eﬁh) Hg’iVuI . Hg’iVeh dE + s&(9n; uz, ep) — / v(9) Vu - Ve dE
E E

= / v 59,) (T Vur — V) - T Ve, dE + sE(9y; uz, en)+
E

- / v(9) Vau - (I — TV ) Ve, dE + / W) P9,) — v(®)) Vu - T Ve, dE
E E
=G HE G
(75)
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Recalling Property (PO0), the stability bounds and , and the definition of L?-projection
, the first three sub-terms can be bounded as follows

3
> < (VI Vuz = Vallo.s + 11 = ) @(0)Va)llo.g +v7|(1 - I )uzle) el
i=1

1
<" (lezhe + I =T pulyo + 0 = )0 00) Valos ) lenh.c

OIS
vt (lerlus + ks + B a6 ) e

Therefore

3
S < R(u,v) b lenhq- (76)

EcQy =1

For the term (4, employing similar computations to that in (recalling that p is such that
1/p+1/q =1/2) we infer

CF < [T P9 — U re(m)lulwr(ey2lenl,e
< Vlip (||H2’E(19h = Nleem + 11— HZ’EWHLP(E)) lulwy(p)zlenlre
< vip (19 = Olzoc) + 19lwycm i ) luelow (mlenln, e
S vip (lonllzog) + lozllio(s) + 19llws ) b ) lulowy oy lenl.z

where we also used the continuity of the L?-projection w.r.t. the LP-norm and Bramble-Hilbert
(21). From the Hélder inequality for sequences and the Sobolev embedding (19)), we infer

> Svip (onlo + lozla + R@)E®) [ulws @,2lenlra -

EeQy,
Therefore from and
Ch s
Y @< Clp\0h|1,ﬂ|eh|1,n +R(0) h* lenlr,0 (77)
EeEQ, sol

for a suitable positive constant Cjip. Collecting and in we obtain

Ch B
Na,v < Clp|0h|1,9\eh\1,9 + R(u,9,v)h% lep]r1,0- (78)

501

e estimate of 1. y: direct application of [16, Lemma 4.3 and Lemma 4.4] yields

~ ~

CioonvCles
Ne,y < Mkhﬁg + R(u)h® ey,
data

1,0 - (79)

e estimate of n¢: using the same argument used above for n, we obtain

ny SR lenha- (80)
Collecting , and in the error equation ([74) we obtain
aconvaes CYi
aviler]io < R(u, 9, v)h* + R(f)RH? 4+ 22 2o |1 o + ﬁ'ahh’ﬂ . (81)
data S50,

Step 4. Error estimates for the velocity and the temperature
Now employing the estimate in we infer

6Conv 6est é\'Conv Cest C’lip 2
Qs — —= - e < R(w,,v,)h +R(f,g)h*T2.
( - S | lezha < RS Jh* +R(fg)
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Therefore assuming that v, and k, large enough
lez]1,0 < R(u,¥,v,K)h* + R(f, g)h* 2. (82)
We finally collect the estimates , and the error bounds obtaining
lu — upli0 + |9 — Inll1e < F(u,d,v,k)h° + F(f,g)h*+2. (83)

Step 5. Error estimate for the pressure.
In the last step we briefly study the convergence error for the pressures. From the first equation
in @ and , simple computations yield

b(vn, on) = b(vn, pr) — b(vn, pr) = b(vn, p) — (v, pr) — b(vh, o)

= (av,n(Vn; un,vn) — av(9; w,vp)) + (Céfiw(uh; wp, vp) — Y (u; u,vp)) +

(84)
+(f = frn.vn) — b(vp, or)
=Y,V T+ Ye,v +VF+ W
e estimate of 4,y the estimate of 7, 1 follows the same steps for the bound of 7, v
* li
Ya,v SV U —uplialvn|io + Cli 10 = Inll1,elvn|ie + R(w,9,v) h? lop|1 0
SO
therefore from we have
Ya,v < (R(w,d,v,6) h° + R(f, 9) h*T?) |vp]1,0. (85)
e estimate of 7. y: simple computations yield
Ve, v = (c?}f%w(uh; Up, Vp) — c?}fiw(u; umh)) + (c?}f%w(u; u,vp) — c?}‘ew(u; u,vh))
- (ci}"%w(uh —u; up,vp) + c%}f‘zw(u; up, — u,vh)) + (ci}fi‘”(u; u,vp) — c?}‘ew(u; u,vh)) .
(86)

Employing Property (P7) and bounds and estimate , we have

Ci}(,?zw(uh —u; up, vy) + c?}f%w(u; up — u,vh) < Coonv ([uf1,0 + [unli0) [u — uslio valie

C C
< Ceonv ot 4 e lu —upli0lvnl0
Cdata Cdata

)

< (R(u, d,v,6) b+ R(f,9) hs+2) [vn

1,9 -
(87)
Whereas applying [16, Lemma 4.3] we have
c?}f%w(u; u,vp) — c?}‘ew(u; u,vp) < R(u) h®|vplia .- (88)
Therefore 7 and implies
Ve, v < (’R,(’lh 197 v, ’%) h* + R(.f7 g) hs+2) |vh|1,Q . (89)

e estimate of y¢ +;: the term ¢ can be bounded as n¢. The term +, can be bounded, recalling
Property (P0), by Bramble-Hilbert Lemma Then we have

v+ < (RUF) R+ R(p) h°) [onlie- (90)
Employing the inf-sup stability , from f, we obtain

= b Vh, Oh
Blelos < sup 2men)

< Fu,9,p,v, k) h* + F(f,g) h*T2.
v EV Y ‘vh‘l,ﬂ

The pressure error estimates follows from the previous bound and :

1P = pullo.r < Flw,d,p,v, k) h* + F(f,g) h*+2.
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Remark 5.1. Note that the proposed VEM scheme has the following favorable property that
extends to the context of coupled problems the convergence result obtained for the Navier—Stokes
equation: the error components partly decouple. In fact the velocity and the temperature errors
do not depend directly on the discrete pressures, but only indirectly through the approximation
of the loading and convection terms and such dependence on the full load is much weaker with
respect to standard mired schemes. In some situations the partial decoupling of the errors
induces a positive effect on the velocity/temperature approzimation (see for instance Test 2).

6 Numerical results

In this section we present two numerical experiments to test the practical performance of the
proposed VEM scheme and the possible advantages related to the divergence-free velocity
solutions. In the tests we consider k = 2.

6.1 Fixed point iteration

We describe the linearization strategy based on a fixed-point iteration adopted to solve the
non-linear coupled problem.

LINEAR FIXED POINT ITERATION
Starting from (u9, p9) = (0,0), for n > 0, until convergence solve

e HEAT equation

{ﬁnd 192“ € Y¥p,n, such that

ar (97 o) + C%%W(UZ; I an) = (gn, o) Von € Xon,

e OSEEN equation

find (u;”'l, pZH) € Vi, X @y, such that
s wp ™ o) + Y (up; upt on) 4 b(vn, pp ) = (£ vn)  You € Vi,

av,h( (

b(up™t, qn) =0 Van € Qn.
Notice that at each step of the fixed-point iteration the solution wuj is still divergence-free,
therefore the linearization procedure does non affect the divergence-free property of the final
discrete solution. At each iteration we need to solve two linear systems with dimension

k(k—1
N_DoFs HEATfNV+(k—1)NE+%NP’
k(3k — 1
N_DoFs OSEEN = 2Ny + 2 (k — 1)Ng + ((32)> Np+1,

where Ny, Ng, Np denotes the number of internal vertices, internal edges and polygons in €2
respectively. The dimension of the linear system for the OSEEN equation can be significantly
reduced considering the so-called reduced spaces (see [16]). We now derive the convergence of
the fixed-point iteration.

Proposition 6.1. Under the assumptions (A0), (A1) and under the assumptions of Propo-

sition let (up, pp,9n) be the solution of . Then the sequence {(u}, py, %)}, generated
by the LINEAR FIXED POINT ITERATION satisfies

lim |up —ujli0=0 lim |95, — 9} 1.0 =0 lim [|pp — pilloe = 0.
n—00 n— 00 n—00

Proof. We only sketch the proof since it can be derived using similar technique to that in the
proof of Proposition [£:2] For any n > 0, let us introduce the error quantities

h = Up — Up, O-h.—/lgh_/(gh, O =Py — Ph -
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Note that 8}, € Zj, and o} € ¢ . Simple computations yield

ar (ot op ) = =Y (0 On, op ).

Therefore form Property (P7) and bound we obtain.

~ ~

CeonvC
Bukulop o < =287 10 - (91)
data
For the velocity we can derive the following equation
avp (O3 S 8Py = = (8 un, 07 ) — (ava (07T wn, 87T — av (On; wn, 61 Y))

Then, employing properties (P7) and Lemma we infer

Ay Vx |‘$Z+1 |%,sz < Cconvmhh,ﬂ‘aml,ﬂwz—i_l

Using and , from we derive

o~ ~

1o+ anpl/lip|uh\ wiamielor ™ aldr e
(WEH(Qn)]219h

Chp Cconvcest

CoonvC.
av|opt o < Z2 S o + |67
data dataﬁ*fﬁ*
that, recalling , corresponds to
67 10 < K |6hha-
Therefore, since uh 0 from , we have
0o <= Cst K™, oy 19_70“)“06“]( -1, 92
h h

data datalB* Kox

Concerning the pressure we derive

b(vn, o)) = avn(On; wn, o) — av (O3l vy)+

+ R (un; wn, o) — GG (g up o) (03)
= (av,pn(On; un,vp) — avp (O35 wn,vp)) — avp (97 S vy)
— (87 wn, o) — Y (up; 877 o).
Lemma [£.1] implies
avn(On; wn, o) — avp (00T wp, vp) < C’lipl/lip|02+1\1,Q|Uh\[wa(9)]2|Uh|1,Q7 (94)
whereas Property (P7) yields
—ayp (7T 6 v,) < @' vt 18 e vnle
—C%{,ZW( Z% Up, Vp) — Ciﬁw( up; 5Z+17vh) < Aconv ( 1,0+ |5Z+1\1,Q , ) |'Uh|1,Q-
(95)
Then recalling and from (93)), and (95)), for any vj, € V), we have
by, ") C C o Cu
M S Ap ‘0' +1| 1,9 + 04 v* + Cconv Aebt |5Z+1|1,Q + Cconvﬂl(s;”l,ﬂ .
|Ivh|17Q CbOl data data
Therefore from the inf-sup stability and we have
~ ~ C2 C'l
Blo on < Coomeet (14 =2 ) gen 4 O(rm41).
Odata CSOI/B*K/*
Now the thesis follows from . O
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QUADRILATERAL TRIANGULAR VORONOI RANDOM

Figure 1: Test 1. Example of the adopted polygonal meshes.

Test 1. Error convergence In this test we examine the practical performance and the
convergence properties of the proposed scheme in the light of Proposition

In order to compute the VEM error between the exact solution uex and the VEM solution uy,
we consider the computable error quantities

err(up, H') := sqrt < > Ve — H?’Evuhl?),E> /NI Vttex]lo ,
EcQy

err(uy, L?) := sqrt ( > lttex — Hg’Euh||07E> /lttexlo -
EcQy,

Analogous error quantities are considered to measure the error between the exact solution Yoy
and the VEM solution d5,. For the pressure error we take err(pp, L?) := ||p — pnrlo.q-

In the present test we consider Problem on the unit square Q = (0,1)2, the viscosity
is v(¥) = 2 + 92, the conductivity is x(z,y) = 1, the load terms f and g and the Dirichlet
boundary conditions are chosen in accordance with the analytical solution

U (1)) = €7 < siny +ycosy — xsiny ) ’
—Tcosy —ysiny — cosy

Pex(, y) = sin(mx) cos(4my) ,

Yex(2,y) = sin(4rz) sin(wy) .

Notice that the viscosity v satisfies Property (P0) whenever || < ¥yax. The domain Q
is partitioned with the following sequences of polygonal meshes: QUADRILATERAL distorted
meshes, TRIANGULAR meshes, CVT (Centroidal Voronoi Tessellations) meshes, RANDOM Voronoi
meshes (see Fig. . For the generation of the Voronoi meshes we used the code Polymesher
[43]. For each family of meshes we take the sequence with diameter h = 272 273 274 275,
276,

In Table [1] we show the dimensions of the linear systems solved at each iteration of the
fixed-point procedure and number of iterations needed for the adopter sequences of meshes.
We iterate the fixed-point procedure with the tolerance TOLL=1e-7.

In Fig. [2| we display the errors err(uy, H'), err(uy, L?), err(Vy, H'), err(ds,L?) and
err(py, L?) for the the sequences of meshes aforementioned. We notice that the theoretical
predictions of Proposition [5.1] are confirmed, moreover we observe that the method is robust
with respect to the mesh distortion.

Test 2. Convection-dominated transport of a passive scalar. The scope of the present
test is to show that divergence-free discrete velocity solutions might also be of advantage in
coupled problems. We investigate the behavior of the proposed method for the test proposed
in [38, Example 6.6]. We consider the following coupled problem on the domain Q = (0,4) x
(0,2) \ [2,4] x [0,1] with a flow field which is governed by the Stokes equation

—vdiv(e(u)) —Vp=0 in €,
divu =0 in Q, (96)
—kAY4+u-VI=0 in Q,
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QUADRILATERAL MESHES TRIANGULAR MESHES

1/h  HEAT OSEEN N_IT 1/h  HEAT OSEEN  N_IT
4 49 147 6 4 129 403 6
8 225 643 6 8 605 1847 6
16 961 2691 6 16 2547 7705 5
32 3969 11011 5 32 10331 31121 5
64 16129 44547 6 64 41985 126211 6
VORONOI MESHES RANDOM MESHES
1/h HEAT 0OSEEN N_IT 1/h HEAT 0OSEEN N_IT
4 63 175 6 4 69 187 6
8 315 823 6 8 307 807 6
16 1399 3567 6 16 1367 3503 6
32 5847 14767 5 32 5659 14391 5
64 23877 60043 6 64 22921 58131 6

Table 1: Test 1. Dimensions of the linear systems solved at each iteration of the fixed-point
procedure and number of iterations.
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Figure 2: Test 1. Convergence histories of the VEM for the adopted families of polygonal
meshes.
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Figure 3: Test 2. Domain and boundary conditions description (left) and mesh with diameter
h =272 (right).

Figure 4: Test 2. Quiver of the numerical velocity u; with h = 274

coupled with the following boundary conditions (see Fig. [3|left)

¥ =1 onl},,

97
VY -m=0 on o\, (97)

(0.5y(2 —y), 0)T on Ty,
4y—-12-1y), O)T on I'yut, {
0

u
u
u on 0Q\ (I'in UTguy),

the viscosity is v = 1e-2, the conductivity is kK = 1le-6. The exact temperature solution is
Vex = 1.

For the sake of the comparison with the results reported in [38, Example 6.6], the domain €
is partitioned with a sequence of triangular meshes with diameter h = 271, 272 273 274 275
(see Fig. 3| right). The continuous convective form associated with the spaces satisfying the
boundary conditions (97)) is not skew-symmetric, therefore in the discrete scheme we consider
the convective form in the place of . Note that the heat equation for the temperature
in is convection-dominated. However, it is worth stressing that, differently form [38],
we do not employ any stabilization technique to stabilize the discrete problem (we refer to
[22, [111 20] for the analysis of the stabilized method in the VEM context both for the convection-
dominated elliptic equations and Oseen equations). Fig. Fig. [5| and Table |2 present the
results of the numerical simulations. As exhibited in [38, Example 6.6] the violation of the
divergence constraint, as it appears in the classical mixed finite element, pollutes the discrete
temperature solution with strong spurious oscillations. By contrast, the proposed VEM scheme
with divergence-free velocity solution computes the temperature with high accuracy as depicted
in Fig. [f] and Table [2]

1/h 2 4 8 16 32
min(d, — 1) -7.88e-11 -2.78e-10 -2.87e-08 -4.47e-09 -3.23e-09
max(¥, —1) +4.50e-11 +7.5le-11 +2.42e-08 +2.90e-09 +5.34e-09

Table 2: Test 2. Minimal and maximal of ¥ — 1 (DoFs values).
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Figure 5: Test 2. Absolute value of the velocity |up| (left) and temperature ¥, (right) with
h =274

7 Conclusions

We presented a Virtual Element discretization of a thermo-fluid dynamic problem modeling
the stationary flow of a viscous incompressible fluid (governed by a Navier-Stokes equation),
where the viscosity of the fluid depends on the temperature (governed by an elliptic equation).
We have show the the discrete problem is well-posed and prove optimal error estimates. Nu-
merical experiments which confirm the theoretical error bounds are also presented. Further
developments may include the introduction of uncertainty in the thermal conductivity x, based
on the ideas of [25] 26] as well as the three-dimensional extension, based on employing the
three-dimensional VEM for Navier-Stokes proposed in [14].
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