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1. Introduction

Optical measurement technologies have emerged as indispensable tools in modern
metrology, offering precision, noninvasive measurement capabilities, and remarkable
versatility across diverse scientific and industrial applications [1,2]. The field of opti-
cal metrology encompasses a wide range of techniques, from classical interferometry to
quantum-enhanced measurements, each contributing to our ability to measure physical
quantities with ever-increasing accuracy [3]. As we enter an era defined by the second
quantum revolution, optical measurement devices are at the forefront of technological in-
novation, enabling breakthroughs in fields ranging from fundamental physics to advanced
manufacturing [4,5].

The Special Issue entitled “Advancements in Optical Measurement Devices and Tech-
nologies” was conceived to provide a comprehensive platform for disseminating cutting-
edge research in this rapidly evolving field. We present the successful conclusion of this
Special Issue, which has attracted 12 high-quality research contributions from leading
international research groups. These articles collectively address the critical challenges and
opportunities in optical metrology, spanning fundamental research to practical applica-
tions, which have garnered over 23,000 views in a few months, demonstrating the strong
engagement of and relevance to the broader scientific community.

2. An Overview of Published Articles

The contributions to this Special Issue encompass several thematic areas that represent
the current state of the art and emerging directions in optical measurement technologies.

2.1. Quantum Metrology and Frequency Standards

The pursuit of high measurement precision has driven the development of quantum-
based measurement standards. Quantum metrology exploits quantum mechanical phenom-
ena to surpass classical measurement limits, with optical frequency standards representing
some of the most successful applications [6,7]. The democratization of quantum technolo-
gies, particularly the development of compact optical frequency standards suitable for
medium-sized national metrology institutes, addresses a critical need in global metrology
infrastructure. This trend toward accessibility shows promise for expanding participation
in the development and use of precision measurements beyond traditional large-scale
facilities, fostering broader innovation in quantum-enhanced metrology [8].

Metrology 2026, 6, 14
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2.2. Interferometry: Evolution and Innovation

Interferometric techniques have been the cornerstone of precision optical measure-
ments for over a century, yet they continue to evolve through new approaches and refine-
ments [9,10]. The field encompasses both fundamental advances in measurement principles
and practical improvements in system design and component quality. Contemporary re-
search has addressed the long-standing challenges in interferometric measurements, includ-
ing the minimization of systematic errors, enhancement in measurement sensitivity, and
extension of measurement ranges. The investigation of gauge-invariant optical scatterers
and the analysis of measurement inconsistencies in various interferometer configurations
exemplify the ongoing efforts to perfect these essential measurement tools [11].

2.3. Spectroscopy and Molecular Analysis

Spectroscopic methods continue to be revolutionized through advances in optical
technologies and computational capabilities [12]. The integration of extensive parallelism
in spectroscopic measurements represents a paradigm shift, enabling substantially higher
measurement throughput and sensitivity. Modern spectroscopic techniques, including
dual-comb spectroscopy and frequency-comb-based methods, have transformed molecular
analysis capabilities, opening new possibilities in chemical sensing, environmental moni-
toring, and biomedical diagnostics [13,14]. The ability to perform rapid, high-resolution
spectral measurements across broad wavelength ranges has profound implications for
fundamental research and practical applications.

2.4. Photonic Devices and Components

The performance of optical measurement systems fundamentally depends on the
quality and characteristics of photonic components [15]. Research in this area has focused
on understanding and optimizing the optical losses, reflectivity characteristics, and other
performance parameters of photonic devices. Resonant photonic cavities, in particular,
play crucial roles in enhancing measurement sensitivity and enabling novel measurement
modalities. The development of accurate simulation tools and analytical approaches for
predicting device performance directly contributes to the design of more sensitive and
efficient optical sensors [16].

2.5. Industrial Metrology and Quality Control

The application of optical measurement technologies in industrial settings addresses
critical needs for non-destructive evaluation, in-line quality control, and precision man-
ufacturing [17,18]. As manufacturing processes advance toward smaller features and
more complex geometries, the demand for high-resolution, non-contact measurement
techniques has intensified. Optical methods offer unique advantages in measuring micro-
and nanostructures, characterizing surface properties, and ensuring dimensional accuracy
in advanced manufacturing processes. The integration of multiple optical techniques and
the development of intelligent measurement strategies have enhanced the robustness and
versatility of industrial metrology systems [19].

2.6. Three-Dimensional Metrology

Three-dimensional optical measurement techniques, including fringe projection, struc-
tured light, and laser scanning methods, have become essential in numerous applica-
tions [20]. These techniques enable the rapid, non-contact, and high-accuracy acquisition
of complex surface geometries. Ongoing research is focusing on increasing measurement
accuracy, extending measurement ranges, and enhancing system robustness against envi-
ronmental disturbances. The integration of vision-based characterization with mechanical
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system analysis exemplifies the multidisciplinary approach needed to achieve optimal
measurement performance [21].

2.7. Biomedical Applications

Optical measurement technologies have been extensively applied in biomedical re-
search and clinical diagnostics, offering non-invasive methods for tissue characterization,
blood flow measurement, and functional imaging [22]. Photoacoustic techniques, in particu-
lar, combine the high contrast of optical absorption with the deep penetration of ultrasound,
enabling novel measurement capabilities. The investigation of factors affecting measure-
ment accuracy in biomedical applications, such as particle concentration effects in flow
measurements, contributes to the development of more reliable diagnostic tools [23].

2.8. Accessible and Cost-Effective Technologies

Recognizing the importance of democratizing the access to precision measurement
capabilities, research efforts have focused on developing cost-effective optical measurement
devices using readily available components [24]. The integration of smartphones and em-
bedded devices as measurement platforms represents an innovative approach to increasing
the accessibility of optical metrology for educational purposes and resource-limited settings.
These developments align with broader efforts to ensure that the benefits of advanced
measurement technologies reach the wider communities.

3. Impact and Future Directions

The research presented in this Special Issue demonstrates the inherently interdisci-
plinary nature of optical metrology, with contributions spanning physics, engineering,
materials science, and biomedical research. This cross-pollination of ideas and methodolo-
gies enriches the field and accelerates innovation. The strong readership engagement, with
over 23,000 views, reflects the broad relevance of optical measurement technologies and
the importance of the open-access dissemination of research findings.

Looking forward, several key directions emerge for future development in optical
metrology:

Quantum-Enhanced Measurements: The continued advancement of quantum tech-
nologies promises improvements in measurement precision. The trend toward more
compact and accessible quantum systems will democratize these capabilities, enabling
broader participation in quantum-enhanced metrology [25].

Artificial Intelligence Integration: The incorporation of machine learning and artificial
intelligence techniques for data analysis, system optimization, and real-time adaptive
measurements will markedly enhance the capabilities of optical measurement systems [26].

Multimodal and Multiscale Measurements: The integration of optical techniques
with complementary measurement modalities and the development of systems capable of
operating across multiple length scales will address the increasingly complex measurement
challenges in materials science, biology, and nanotechnology [27].

Sustainability and Accessibility: The development of energy-efficient, cost-effective op-
tical measurement solutions will support broader adoption and enable precision metrology
in resource-limited settings, contributing to global technological equity [28].

4. Conclusions

This Special Issue entitled “Advancements in Optical Measurement Devices and
Technologies” provides a comprehensive overview of the current research frontiers in
optical metrology. The published contributions demonstrate the breadth and vitality of
this field, from fundamental quantum standards to practical industrial applications. The
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articles collectively showcase the continued evolution of optical measurement techniques
and their critical role in advancing science, technology, and industry.

We express our sincere gratitude to all contributing authors for their research, to
the reviewers for their thorough and constructive feedback, and to the editorial team of
Metrology for their professional support throughout this project. We are confident that the
research presented in this Special Issue will serve as a valuable resource for the scientific
community and inspire continued innovation in precision measurement science.
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