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Prosuming Public Space: the UNPark project illustra-
tes the experience of the Urban Nudging Park research 
project, funded by the social responsibility program of the 
Politecnico di Milano through the competitive call Poli-
social Award 2019. The book returns the complexity that 
characterised UNPark: a research by design project, in the 
wake of tactical urbanism, on the theme of the role that 
urban infrastructures could have in the regenerative pro-
cesses of the in-between spaces.
Indeed, UNPark has been a transdisciplinarity effort which 
took shape through a temporary urban tactical interven-
tion and a study about the possibility of transforming the 
current parking under the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass, 
in Milan, into a multifunctional space equipped for social 
activities, including street sports.
Prosuming Public Space: the UNPark project is a mono-
graphic book, with thematic chapters by the members of 
the work team, that proposes, in addition to recalling the 
research work phases, reflections on the city during the 
pandemic, on the co-design, on the multifunctional rege-
neration of the urban infrastructures, and about the ne-
eded transdisciplinarity in any urban design intervention.
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XI. Prosuming Public Space 
Paolo Carli

XI.1 RESOURCES, CITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURES

Mobility infrastructure has always had crucial roles and 
purposes in the urban fabric, of which it occupies a si-
gnificant area.  Its function, first and foremost, is that 
of connecting different places, facilitating movement. 
Moreover, the development of cities and the changes 
to users’ mobility have also led to the increasing emer-
gence of infrastructure as a social connector (Bailey 
et alt., 2020). Tunnels, underpasses, car parks, bridges, 
and the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass itself, which has 
undergone special study as part of the UNPark resear-
ch, cannot therefore be seen as mere structures facili-
tating movement and transport, but rather as urban 
elements that can offer added value to the city and 
its inhabitants. Furthermore, these structures often 
represent genuine physical barriers, producing areas 
that lack security and economic vitality; contributing 
to the creation of sub-optimal, or even run-down, ur-
ban spaces, which can weaken and, in the worst cases, 
destroy urban networks and impede the development 
of cities and their social capital (Jacobs 1961, Bairoch 
1991, Glaeser 2011). Over the last two centuries in par-
ticular, mankind has built and transformed its habitat 
by relying on a guarantee of abundance: ever more 
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See also III.1 by Carli and 
Rebaglio

materials to use, ever more resources to consume, 
ever more land on which to build. The present-day re-
ality of the modern city instead confronts us with the 
indisputable fact that urban resources, whether spa-
tial, economic or environmental, are extremely limited 
(Wallace-Wells, 2019). The direct consequence is that 
solutions developed to optimise the use of the city and 
its infrastructure must be sustainable and adaptive 
in all these aspects. But that is not all. Indeed, as the 
density of urban centres increases, the spaces avai-
lable become scarcer while the need for such spaces 
increases. The recent Coronavirus pandemic was an 
overwhelming example of this. 
Imagining a resilient future for our cities with a view 
to a green transition therefore requires, first of all, a 
change to the socio-productive paradigm: from “con-
suming more” to “doing more with what we have”. In-
deed, as Scott Burnham suggests in his book “Repro-
gramming the City”, if the cities’ resources are finite, 
there is a potentially infinite number of ways in which 
we can use these resources. 
Hence it is also important to rethink the way in whi-
ch we use infrastructure, particularly mobility infra-
structure, through 1) technological upgrades, 2) the 
integration of other compatible functions, or 3) the 
replacement of its original function, with the aim of 
creating new added value for the urban collective and 
experimenting with innovative, sustainable and adap-
tive solutions.

During the UNPark research, this urban planning ap-
proach for mobility infrastructure was called “mul-
tifunctional regeneration”. Indeed, regardless of the 
structures in question, planning the city from the per-
spective of “doing more with what we have” allows the 
intrinsic capacities of the existing structures, areas and 
urban systems to show themselves not only for what 

XI. Prosuming Public Space
Paolo Carli
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See also V by Scrugli and 
Procaccini

they are, but more importantly for what they could be. 
The aim is that of transforming the city’s under-perfor-
ming resources, helping them to reach their full potential.

XI.2 A SOCIOCULTURAL PROBLEM

In this area of urban research, the Serra - Monte Cene-
ri Overpass has been an exceptionally interesting case 
study to compare with many international regenera-
tion projects for mobility infrastructure, with the aim 
of translating or scaling the most promising project 
and planning strategies to the context of our overpass, 
with regard to both its multifunctional regeneration, 
for long-term scenarios, and the active engagement 
of residents to create the temporary pilot project UN-
Park/FREESTYLE, and the creation of a shared, collecti-
ve vision as a result of promoting other international 
experiences of transformations and projects carried 
out to mitigate the impacts that are produced under 
and around mobility infrastructure. 
This last aspect proved to be the most important pillar 
for UNPark since the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass re-
presents a sociocultural problem first of all, as well as 
an urban planning and design issue.  At this point it se-
ems worth reiterating once again, perhaps more stron-
gly, that however interesting the Serra - Monte Ceneri 
Overpass may be from an engineering perspective, it 
is no more than a typical, and for many citizens “squa-
lid”, flyover that extends for almost 2km alongside the 
outer ring-road (yet another traffic artery of notable 
impact), with two carriageways in each direction at the 
height of the first floors of the dense building curtain 
that faces it; while its underlying areas accommodate 
unpaid car parking spaces.  The structure does not link 
different places, since there is nothing to directly con-
nect in piazzale Stuparich and piazzale Lugano (the 

See also VIII by Monticelli 
and Scrugli

See also IX by Procaccini 
and Monticelli

See also II.6

Part 3 - The Lesson Learned
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XI.2 A sociocultural problem

two ends of the overpass), and it has therefore never 
acted as a “positive” social connector, serving only to 
relieve the traffic at the intersections of viale Scaram-
po, viale Certosa and via Mac Mahon. 
Indeed, since its construction (previously viale Serra 
and Monte Ceneri were boulevards of linden trees, as 
many other areas of the outer ring-road still are), the 
overpass is an element of progressive urban deterio-
ration of all of the areas that it crosses, with the only 
positive, local impact being the provision of free par-
king spaces underneath it.  However, these spaces are 
used almost habitually to dispose of refuse, including 
dangerous and large refuse, by animals and humans 
to carry out bodily functions and for illicit and illegal 
uses that range from sleeping rough and antisocial 
behaviour to prostitution and the dealing and con-
sumption of drugs. Despite these evident issues, the 
UNPark Team encountered a great deal of scepticism 
among residents at the beginning of its work in the 
field, in particular among business-owners but also 
from certain members of the public administration; 
both about the idea of working on a temporary project 
in the spaces under the overpass as well as the possibi-
lity of completely transforming the overpass in a multi-
functional sense in the long-term. 
No one loves the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass and 
yet almost no one is prepared to seriously discuss the 
problem that it presents. Over the years, an uninspi-
ring debate has arisen from time to time regarding 
the potential destiny of the structure, fuelled more by 
local newspapers than by urban planners or industry 
experts and focussing mainly on three positions that 
are seemingly irreconcilable and somewhat superfi-
cial: 1) its transformation into a High Line “a la Milane-
se”, 2) maintaining the current state of affairs (or rather 
the parking spaces and the road deck), 3) its comple-
te demolition. These positions are the result of vague 
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ideas and personal opinions rather than a serious and 
attentive analysis of the current situation along the en-
tire overpass within the context of a long-term vision, 
not only of the infrastructure, but of the urban areas 
that it crosses and therefore the city of the next 30 ye-
ars, which can be compared in a logical manner with 
other innovative experiences from across the globe.

XI.3 THE LACK OF AN OVERALL VISION

Despite what is said, at least from a broad urban 
planning point of view, Milan is still an inward-looking 
and not particularly international city where work 
continues to be carried out for individual instances 
“of neighbourhood” (however large these may be) 
which are often linked to private interests, the offset-
ting of which appears to be insufficient, (Massa, 2021) 
and without an overall environmental vision working 
towards green transition and the 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs). 

The overpass is yet another example of this. Surroun-
ded as it is, and as it has been in recent years, by nu-
merous large-scale regeneration and construction 
projects (the Portello residences, the shopping centre, 
piazza Gino Valle, the Alfa Romeo park, the transfor-
mation of Scalo Farini and Bovisa, the redevelopment 
of the National Target Shooting Centre and the Ca-
racciolo Barracks), the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass 
continues to be overlooked and integrated into the va-
rious interventions, remaining as the imposing, mono-
functional and isolated feature that it has always been. 
Furthermore, after three elections in Milan since 2011 
and as many changes of the Giunta (municipal coun-
cil), the political party that leads the city remains the 
same; that which incidentally, of all the parties, is the 

FIGURE XI.1 – A view of 
the Serra – Monte Ceneri 
Overpass, 2021 (Source: 
UNPark/Matteo Di 
Giovanni)

XI. Prosuming Public Space
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biggest advocate of environmental and social causes. 
The “Piano di Governo del Territorio al 2030” (city’s Ter-
ritorial Zoning Plan to 2030) and the “Piano Urbano 
per la Mobilità Sostenibile 2018” (Urban Plan for Sustai-
nable Mobility), together with many other sector-spe-
cific planning documents, do not provide an overall 
long-term vision for the city (Oliva, Ricci, 2017). While 
tactical urban planning, participatory budgeting and 
“Piazze Aperte” (Open Squares) are important initia-
tives, they occupy such a minute, local urban dimen-
sion, at the scale of the pedestrian albeit in a wider fra-
mework of policies and strategies, which impedes the 
active citizen and the designer’s efforts to “scale up”, 
from reclaiming a street for a different use to partici-
pating actively in political and social decisions with the 
aim of creating “new liveability” for the entire city. 

“New liveability”, “long-term urban vision”, “smart 
city”, “adaptive city” and “15-minute city”, etc., are all 
theoretical expressions that refer back to the afore-
mentioned lack of urban vision, or rather the practical 
need to have a strategy that is integrated, cross-sca-
le and multifunctional, governed by the public, with 
the aim of “urban justice” and not only urban regene-
ration, in order to provide prospects of equity, quality 
and efficiency to the city and the public space (Oliva, 
Ricci, 2017).This strategy of regeneration, as is already 
the case in many European capitals, must also beco-
me the cornerstone of a national agenda for the city, 
across Italy and in Milan in particular, that impacts 
all the policies that pertain to territorial government 
for the purposes of rebuilding a leading ecosystem: 
those of settlement and infrastructure development; 
the protection and the improvement of the envi-
ronment; landscape and culture of the territory; lo-
cal, national and even international policies (Pinson, 
2009; Ricci 2018).

Part 3 - The Lesson Learned
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XI.4 A HIGH LINE FOR MILAN?

In the absence of an overall vision intent on urban 
sustainability, for some years now in Milan (in paral-
lel with the experience of EXPO between 2005 and 
2015), the prevailing technical and political tool for 
the transformation of urban spaces seems to be the 
creation of an image. “Regeneration” increasingly 
means “refreshing the image” of entire sections of 
the city, risking the alienation of civic participation in 
urban processes by their mere promotion to the au-
dience of citizens, according to dynamics more be-
fitting social media managers than designers (Waal, 
Lange, 2019). 
Likewise, urban spaces and buildings appear to be 
designed, transformed and managed by virtue of 
their potential value as financial assets rather than 
as communal assets for which to ensure universal ri-
ghts of enjoyment; thereby resulting in the ability to 
exploit their value becoming completely dependent 
on the ability to control their image, communication 
and attribution of meaning. Often, the “regeneration 
of an area” is decided by the implementation of its 
symbolism and methodically measuring the enga-
gement of residents in its regeneration in terms of 
crowdsourcing. Not even the Serra - Monte Cene-
ri Overpass can avoid this process of image control 
when its transformation into a Milanese High Line is 
suggested, however irrational this might be. This pro-
posal is the result of a lack of a long-term vision for 
the entire city of Milan which, given that it does not 
provide clear and acceptable development guideli-
nes which allow, for example, the inclusion of infra-
structure in a horizon of sustainability by way of its 
multifunctional regeneration, instead continues to 
legitimise a case-by-case approach to the city which 
is devoid of the implications of the setting and almost 

XI.4 A High Line for Milan?
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FIGURE XI.2 - The High 
Line in the Hudson Yards 

area, near the cultural 
center The Shed, 2022 

(Source: UNPark)

completely architectural in nature, resulting in work 
being carried out for individual, isolated projects, de-
spite their interchangeability. Considering the tran-
sformation of the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass by 
means of the same criteria, processes and resources 
employed for the New York High Line means not 
taking into account the setting of the Serra - Mon-
te Ceneri Overpass with regard to its resources, spa-
ces, possibilities and issues.  More importantly, once 
again, it means not having any design ideas for that 
which might occur “under” the overpass. More than 
the High Line, in the face of much scepticism and 
confusion encountered by the UNPark Team along 
the way, the “Under the Elevated: Reclaiming Spa-
ce, Connecting Communities” fieldwork and resear-
ch carried out by the Design Trust for Public Space 
in collaboration with New York Department of Tran-

XI.2

See V by Scrugli and 
Procaccini

Prosuming Public Space: the UNPark project

FIGURE XI.3 - The deck of the 
High Line near the cultural 

center The Shed, 2022 
(Source: UNPark)
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FIGURE XI.5(1) - Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn. 
Before and after 
(Source: New York 
City Department of 
Transportation)

XI.5(1)

sportation, has served to demonstrate how urgent 
and necessary our proposal for multifunctional rege-
neration of the Serra -Monte Ceneri Overpass is, and 
to better structure our project. The Under the Eleva-
ted (2013 - 2020) study, abbreviated to EL (and the cor-
responding EL Space, EL workshop, EL Toolkit, etc.) 
dealt with the more than 1,000km of spaces in New 
York that find themselves underneath infrastructure 
(bridges, subway lines, motorways and railways, flyo-
vers, etc.), identifying some 7 types based on their 
environmental conditions, in order to then study the 
different development possibilities of each. Subse-
quently, collaborative workshops were conducted in 
order to seek input and feedback from members of 
the community from the “under” spaces identified, 
and temporary, site-specific installations were crea-

FIGURE XI.4 - The 
Overpass that faces, on 
both sides, a dense and 
almost continuous curtain 
of residential buildings, 
2021 
(Source: UNPark/
Matteo Di Giovanni)

XI.4 A High Line for Milan?
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ted in Chinatown and in the Bronx; ultimately deve-
loping guidelines for the design of these spaces to 
be used in the II phase, that is during the implemen-
tation of the works, such as the first EL Spaces: Sun-
set Park, Far Rockaway and Dutch Kills Street (Bauer 
et al., 2015). Besides being scalable to other settings 
and, in some way, open-source, thereby becoming 
an international, pioneering point of reference for our 

XI.6(1)

XI.6(2)

FIGURE XI.6(1)(2) - Dutch 
Kills Street, Long Island. 
Before and after (Source: 
New York City Department 
of Transportation)

FIGURE XI.5(2)(3) - Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn. 
Before and after 
(Source: New York 
City Department of 
Transportation)

XI. Prosuming Public Space
Paolo Carli



269

XI.7(1)

XI.7(1)

Part 3 - The Lesson Learned



270

UNPark research, the hallmark of the guidelines, EL 
Toolkits, is the re-imagination of the regeneration of 
in-between spaces in terms of environmental offset-
ting, by means of the extensive use of Nature Based 
Solutions (planting, water recovery, filtering surfaces, 
bioswales, etc.), the involvement of communities in 
the designs, and the proposal of incremental and ti-
me-based interventions for the purpose of gradually 
preparing the residents for the change.

XI.5 MAINTAINING THE STATUS QUO OR DEMOLI-
SHING THE OVERPASS?

However, in Milan, in the face of macroscopic pro-
blems that affect the modern city, such as pollution, 
environmental issues, waste management, social inju-
stice, difficulty in accessing housing, a lack of security, 
poverty, exclusion, etc., the only urban issue capable 
of garnering agreement and/or criticism seems to be 
free on-street parking for private motor vehicles.   The 
removal of parking spaces is tantamount to violating a 
citizen’s rights, “stealing” public space, even if for a de-
paving project which is useful from an environmental 
point of view for the whole collective, or the remodel-
ling of a carriageway, which is necessary to make a stre-
et safer. Even under the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass, 
despite it evidently bringing more problems than be-
nefits, the right to free parking is always invoked, whe-
rever possible. It should be said that citizens are not to 
blame for thinking in these terms; cities are responsi-
ble for their circumstances and that which they offer 
their residents and city users. Namely, so little that par-
king becomes the most fetishised of all urban rights.
Despite a restyling operation at the beginning of the 
2000s and many safety measures introduced through 
lighting and video-surveillance (which were immedia-

FIGURE XI.7(1)(2) - 
Rockaway, Queens. Before 
and after (Source: New 
York City Department of 
Transportation)

XI.5 Maintaining the status quo or demolishing the overpass?
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tely vandalised), the spaces under the Serra - Monte 
Ceneri Overpass continue to be a pool of unsanitary 
and ill-reputed car parks.  Even so, citizen-residents are 
the first to defend the status quo, even if it has widely 
demonstrated its limitations over the last 50 years, cul-
minating in a situation which satisfies nobody. 
It may seem paradoxical but, as the Indian anthropolo-
gist Arjun Appadurai teaches, the capacity to “aspire to 
something better” is not evenly distributed across so-
ciety and nor is it across a city; and precisely where we 
expect it to be most apparent, for example in places 
that are run-down or even hostile, such as those close 
to the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass, we discover that 
this capacity does not exist. The capacity to “aspire to 
something better”, like all intellectual faculties, relies 
on the information in our possession and the ability to 
reconcile it with our experience and link them to one 
another, transforming them into knowledge (Appa-
durai, 2004). For this reason, it was fundamental that 
the UNPark research project collected, analysed and 
then shared other experiences of multifunctional re-
generation of urban mobility infrastructure, thereby 
providing citizens, and also many public officials, with 
the minimum information necessary to “aspire for im-
provement” by means of practical examples that had 
been put into practice, were functioning and, in some 
cases, had been ground breaking; and, at the same 
time, demonstrating, not only the existence of the 
problem, but also its urgency. Returning instead to the 
absence of a long-term vision which is failing Milan, 
the primacy of cars over pedestrians is an issue yet to 
be addressed and which, in reality, has very little to do 
with the parking spaces under the Serra - Monte Ce-
neri Overpass. Milan has one of the highest motorisa-
tion rates in Europe, with almost 50 passenger cars for 
every 100 residents (Copenhagen has 29, Berlin 33 and 
Barcelona 36), over an area of 181km2 (Copenhagen 

Prosuming Public Space: the UNPark project
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179; Berlin 891; Barcelona 102) and a density of 7,500 re-
sidents per km2 (Copenhagen 4,400; Berlin 4,000; Bar-
celona 15,000) (Eurostat, 2021), which means having to 
deal with almost 1 million passenger cars each day at 
a statistical concentration of 3,500 per km2; however 
many spaces there might be under the overpass, they 
do not represent a significant enough area to resolve 
this problem. The most stubborn element of Milan’s 
urban landscape is, without doubt, the private motor 
vehicle. In the face of ample and inadequately utilised 
urban resources (Quinzii, Terna, 2021), there are howe-
ver objectively too many cars occupying areas to the 
complete detriment of pedestrians and urban space, 
as wells as that of “soft” mobility, inhibiting any poten-
tial to use roads, pavements and car parks to imple-
ment techniques and strategies using permeable pa-
vements, NBS, SuDS and planting. 
Despite this and to create a relationship of solidarity 
with business-owners and residents, over the duration 
of the temporary UNPark - FREESTYLE project and its 
staging, the 21 spaces that could not be used for par-
king (in the section between via Bartolini and via Pla-
na) were recouped elsewhere, courtesy of an outlet of 
an household appliance retailer near to the project’s 
location which made 21 parking spaces available to 
residents free of charge; the same number that had 
been occupied by UNPark. It is surprising however, 
speaking to people involved in the UNPark process, 
how the presence of the parking spaces and their re-
gulation in favour of the residents is a huge demand 
on the public administration, in comparison with the 
failure to respect the ban on travelling on the overpass 
at night (from 22:00 to 06:00) so as not to disturb those 
that live nearby.  A ban which is not enforced provided 
that drivers do not exceed a speed limit of 70km/h. Yet 
again, the dominant role of the motor vehicle emer-
ges, for which almost anything goes. In Milan, in order 
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to improve this oppressing sensation of being overco-
me by motor vehicles, it would suffice to enforce the 
traffic code (most importantly by limiting the speed of 
cars in the city), no longer tolerating parking on pave-
ments or outside of designated spaces and enforcing 
bans, including on the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass.   
In this ideological war that has been waged in Milan in 
recent years between the supporters of a different ur-
ban mobility and the proponents of the private vehicle 
as the only possible means of urban transport, the pos-
sibility of demolishing the overpass is something that 
- almost comically - everyone agrees upon.    This is be-
cause it would be so far down the line that it cannot be 
seriously taken into consideration. A lack of informa-
tion is also the main problem in this case. Indeed, the 
demolition the Corvetto Overpass has been planned 
since at least 2018 because of a lack of sufficient traf-
fic volumes (PUMS, 2018) but has always been put off; 
nothing however is known about the traffic volumes 
of our overpass; particularly considering the major 
transformations that are affecting the northern-most 
urban area surrounding the structure.Despite the con-
viction that as many urban elements as possible must 
be re-utilised and refunctionalised before their demo-
lition is considered, including because of the environ-
mental costs of the demolitions themselves (inert wa-
ste, dust, pollution, the inability to recover many parts 
and materials, work timescales and inconvenience to 
residents, etc.) a scenario in which the overpass is de-
commissioned does not seem so far-fetched, especially 
in light of certain international cases and international 
experiences: Harbor Drive, Portland – USA (1974), Che-
onggyecheon, Seoul – South Korea (2005), Madrid Río, 
Madrid (2007) and many others, especially outside of 
Europe (Shannon, Smets, 2010). However fascinating it 
may be, the possibility of demolition does not however 
currently seem feasible even in the long term, since 
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there is no modelling of the traffic levels on the over-
pass once the areas undergoing transformation (Farini 
and Bovisa) are finished and accessible, nor inciden-
tally is there any modelling of its current usage. So, as 
improbable as it seems that a project with the allure of 
a High Line can be implemented in this zone of Milan, 
it seems equally difficult to hypothesise that the funds 
necessary can be found in the coming years for such 
a large demolition of a reinforced concrete structure 
almost 2km in length, meaning that maintaining the 
current status of the overpass is the most economical 
and simple alternative. UNPark - Urban Nudging Park 
has tried, through research and fieldwork, to slot into 
the space between these three positions, pushing and 
elbowing - as is implied by the title - in order to over-
come them, so that the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass 
can finally be the topic of a serious and detailed debate 
which is also open to residents, by means of a coherent 
discussion of the solutions identified by other global 
capitals with respect to the same type of problems, in 
keeping with the three potential forms of multifunctio-
nal regeneration proposed by UNPark: technological 
upgrade, integration with other compatible functions, 
preservation and replacement of the original function.

XI.6 MULTIFUNCTIONAL REGENERATION THROUGH 
EXPERIMENTATION AND INNOVATION
 
In light of the work of UNPark, as emerges in the prece-
ding chapters, there are many opportunities provided 
by the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass structure to ima-
gine a multifunctional regeneration that can exploit 
its potential. Furthermore, using time-baseddesign 
and long-term scenarios, many “incremental” actions 
and interventions that could be put into practice im-
mediately can be identified, with a relatively low cost 
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but significant results, especially in terms of offsetting 
and community-making. With regard to the spaces 
under the overpass that are at the heart of the UN-
Park proposal, for example, experiments could begin 
immediately to look at the regulation of parking, and 
subsequently implemented using sensors and the IoT. 
Indeed, the configuration of the overpass allows for 
the organisation of a computerised car park which, 
using both smartphone apps and signage systems in 
situ, could inform drivers of the presence of available 
spaces (or the timescales in which they might become 
available), thereby reducing the circulation of vehicles 
searching for spaces and the corresponding CO2 ge-
nerated which stays in the zone, together with the par-
ticulates and other pollutants. Likewise, both as part of 
cleaning operations and in preparation for initiatives 
that require spaces, like for example UNPark/FREE-
STYLE, the area under the overpass could easily be cle-
ared of parked vehicles, in individual sections, thereby 
preventing the not uncommon issues of abandoned 
cars (whether stolen, broken down, uninsured, etc.).  

Furthermore, bringing order to the chaotic situation 
of the car parking under the overpass by means of its 
computerisation would allow the shops that face via-
le Serra and viale Monte Ceneri to reclaim their bays 
for loading/unloading which instead currently takes 
place at the roadside on the outer ring-road, in par-
ticular in the lane reserved for the number 90/91 bus, 
causing significant narrowing and bottlenecks that 
cause congestion and traffic jams. Business owners 
are perhaps those that suffer most from the impacts 
of the overpass and its lack of care and maintenan-
ce, and as such it would be correct and important 
to revisit their needs, even in terms of communi-
ty-making. However, the parking situation under 
the overpass, above all at night, is closely linked to 
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the use that is made of the upper level.  Indeed, it 
is amazing that the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass 
is not physically closed to vehicular traffic at night. 
In San Paolo, Brazil, the Via Elevada Presidente João 
Goulart, universally known as the Minhocão (the Big 
Worm) was built a few years after our own overpass. 
As a structure, it is very similar to the Serra - Mon-
te Ceneri in its geometry and the spaces generated, 
but much longer and of greater impact still.  Since 
the first years after its construction, the Via Elevada 
Presidente João Goulart has been stringently closed 
to vehicular traffic at night, through the use of ga-
tes and physical closures in order to ensure rest for 
residents. In the following years, the citizens of San 
Paolo began to use the Minhocão during the eve-
ning and at night time as an informal sky garden on 
which to walk, run, practise sport or simply to enter-
tain themselves. This use, which became increasin-
gly common, meant that the closing hours of the 
structure were extended over time, to the point that 
today the Minhocão is closed to vehicular traffic, not 
only at night, but also for the entire weekend, from 
Friday evening to Monday morning, effectively tran-
sforming it into an urban park in which many social, 
recreational and sporting activities are possible (Ho-
chuli, 2020). With little expense and short timescales, 
the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass could also be phy-
sically closed (by means of retractable bollards, ga-
tes and other systems) at night and at weekends, so 
that citizens could take ownership of it. It would be 
a ground-breaking intervention, at least in Italy, that 
would also reflect upon the underlying parking areas 
which, in addition to welcoming different and more 
varied uses, would become, if the initiative were suc-
cessful, a space that is much more significant and “in 
demand”, in which to deploy service facilitiesfor the 
new usage of the platform overhead. Another inter-
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vention that would be easy to implement and would 
generate many benefits is the renovation of the jun-
ctions and crossings of the overpass, even if merely 
by means of painting the ground and soft urban fur-
niture, in the typical style of tactical urbanism, and 
the improvement of their lighting, with the aim of 
reclaiming the priority of pedestrians over passenger 
cars in addition to signalling the crossings better to 
increase safety, even on congested roads like the ou-
ter ring-road. In the medium- and long-term, the Ser-
ra - Monte Ceneri Overpass also presents an opportu-
nity in terms of energy production, an improvement 
in air quality and a reduction in noise pollution.  First 
of all, as evidenced in Chapter VII, the potential for 
energy production by photovoltaic resources applied 
to the overpass is a topic that should be explored in 
greater detail: from expensive “solar pavements” that 
are still in the experimental phase, to the integration 
of solar panels in the guard rails of the road platform 
or the structure’s soffit. 
Likewise, the soffit of the overpass seems to have 
the potential to support suspended hanging plants, 
for the purpose of improving the appearance of the 
almost 2km structure, as well as creating a barrier 
that might deflect the noise emitted from the par-
king areas under the overpass and amplified by the 
“wings” of the infrastructure’s profile, which, accor-
ding to residents, is more irritating than that which 
is produced by cars travelling on the platform above. 
In general, NBS and plants, the toolkit of the Under 
the Elevated research, the case study of the Via Verde 
(Greenway) in Mexico, and the topic of energy pro-
duction are all possibilities of great interest but which 
presuppose a desire for large-scale transformation, 
which is not currently felt for the Serra - Monte Cene-
ri Overpass, as well as the long turnaround times and 
the subsequent high cost of maintenance, all due to 
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XI.9

the strong infrastructuring of the overpass and/or its 
underlying spaces. However, even interventions that 
merely require soft infrastructure such as temporary 
projects within the context of tactical urbanism, like 
UNPark/FREESTLYE itself, or simple artistic projects, 
such as that which has been coordinated across do-
zens of the overpass’s pillars, mapping them among 
the 100 “Muri Liberi di Milano” (Free Walls in Milan) 
for street art activities, can, in their own small way, 
contribute to getting people to talk about the over-
pass and its potential fate, reshaping the perception 
of immutability and immanence that it elicits from 
citizens. Even easier to implement and almost wi-
thout cost is the possibility of getting people to talk 
about the overpass in order that the debate about its 
fate may reach further still, through its use as a route 
or location for social and sporting events organised 
in Milan.  The Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass could 

FIGURE XI.9 – A pillar 
of the Overpass, 2021 

(Source: UNPark/Matteo 
Di Giovanni)

See III by Carli 
and Rebaglio, and IV by 

Di Prete
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be a part of local marathon routes (StraMilano, Po-
liMI Run, DeeJay Run, etc.), just as the use of its un-
derlying spaces could be granted for free during the 
weeks of FuoriSalone, Fashion Weeks, Digital Weeks, 
etc., completely transforming them. 
Indeed, the first big lesson learnt during the months 
of work on UNPark was that changing the citizen-re-
sidents’ collective perception of the configuration, 
use and features of an urban space, which has been 
consolidated by decades of passivity and inaction, is 
a much more difficult undertaking than could have 
been imagined, regardless of how problematic and 
degraded the spaces under the Serra - Monte Ceneri 
Overpass may be. For this reason, all those initiatives, 
interventions and projects in urban space that tran-
sform its use, appearance, access or content, even if 
only for a few hours or days, are welcomed, subver-
ting the citizens’ perception of it in order to demon-
strate that the city is genuinely a living lab in which 
to experiment with innovative solutions and that - to 
paraphrase - the only urban certainty is change.

XI.7 FROM THE THEORY TO PRACTICE DURING THE 
PANDEMIC

As might have been clear from the introduction of this 
book, the UNPark team learnt the most important and 
formative lessons from UNPark/FREESTYLE, itself pre-
ceded by the MUE:SLI/FURNISH installation, and so-
metimes these lessons were learnt the really hard way.
Fieldwork, for “academics”, is always thrilling and incre-
dibly fascinating, since it allows us to put into practice 
those theoretical concepts that we take for granted in 
our fields and which instead often prove to be difficult 
to implement, or are not deemed to be valid, or are 
needlessly complicated, niche or insignificant. At the 
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same time, fieldwork presents “academics” with una-
voidable problems, like immovable preconceptions, 
bureaucratic and financial issues, technical hair split-
ting and even the difficulty of identifying the correct 
points of contact in order to be able to work in an area 
amidst the “organised chaos”, both administrative and 
sector-specific, that governs the day-to-day life of the 
city. Unprepared but already conscious of the practical 
and feasibility difficulties that a proposal like UNPark 
could have encountered, in October 2019 the Team pre-
sented the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass as an area for 
work under the call “Piazze Aperte in Ogni Quartiere 
del Comune di Milano” (Open Squares in Every Neigh-
bourhood of the Municipality of Milan), subsequently 
becoming area 42 of the 65 evaluated and approved 
by the Municipality of Milan, falling under the Piazze 
Aperte in its own right, despite representing an experi-
mental case because of both the peculiarity of the area 
proposed and the project’s temporary and innovative 
nature; but at the same time finding legitimacy in the 
eyes of the public administration.
If tactical urbanism has partially lost its distinction as a 
temporary “stress-test” of an urban space, in view of its 
definitive transformation in light of the results obtai-
ned; similarly, its community-making component se-
ems to have become secondary. Notably, in the most 
recent projects in Milan (2020/2021), tactical urbani-
sm seems to be more of an end than a means from 
many points of view, beginning with the decision to 
give priority to interventions in “easy” areas which are 
already supported by cohesive communities, often 
surrounding top-level schools or in any case strong lo-
cal catalysts (structured associations, bodies, etc.), fre-
quently making use of groups organised outside the 
neighbourhood for the design, floor painting and sta-
ging works. Even current tactical urbanism, from the 
latest analysis, seems to fall under the aforementioned 
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global process in which “regeneration” of urban space 
is primarily a matter of “refreshing its image”, giving 
the impression that urban conflicts are addressed and 
resolved by the works, whereas the reality is instead 
very different (Graziano, 2021).
The UNPark research project, and in particular its field 
application FREESTYLE, instead attempted to push the 
possibilities offered by the Piazze Aperte initiative to its 
limits despite not having the ambition of either having 
a permanent effect on the overpass for reasons of the 
resources available and times, or that of resolving se-
rious urban conflicts that can be found in the neigh-
bourhoods impacted by the overpass. It has however 
proven that, with much effort and the participation of 
many, even the most neglected and maligned spa-
ce can be used by citizens in a different way, instilling 
doubts and opening up a debate for residents. The Co-
ronavirus pandemic, however, did not help the smo-
oth and seamless execution of the UNPark project; 
the two coinciding perfectly back in March 2020. After 
more than two years of health emergency, lockdowns, 
infection updates and vaccine doses we are desen-
sitised and accustomed to the situation, but in the 
spring of 2020 the uncertainty, distress and fear were 
palpable. Locked in our own houses, trying to juggle 
smart working, family, inadequate living conditions, 
external pressures and internal worries, it was truly dif-
ficult to keep the UNPark partnership together, most 
of all the least organised parts, let alone the relation-
ships with the public administration which was occu-
pied by much more pressing matters.   Indeed, certain 
partners were lost along the way during those difficult 
months, either because of the emergence of other 
serious problems or simple disinterest; others instead 
joined us, particularly at the time of the Collaboration 
Agreement with the Municipality of Milan which was 
the basis for the UNPark/FREESTYLE temporary pilot 
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project. Similarly, other partners had to review their in-
put into the project. For example, the schools in the 
neighbourhood (Liceo Scientifico Statale Piero Bottoni 
and ICS Rinnovata Pizzigoni), the main partners/bene-
ficiaries of the research, really struggled in managing 
their everyday activities between remote learning, the 
digital divide, quarantines and the inadequacies of 
their facilities, etc. However, wherever possible, they 
tried to stay true to the commitments they had made 
despite their role as a vehicle for the research to the fa-
milies of their students diminishing, or at any rate not 
being as effective as had been hoped. 

XI.8 THE CHALLENGES OF UNPARK/FREESTYLE

The biggest obstacle encountered by the UNPark/
FREESTYLE temporary pilot project was however of a 
technical-political nature, due to the postponement 
of the Municipality of Milan’s administrative consulta-
tions from June to October 2021, again for reasons lin-
ked to the pandemic. At the most critical moment, ha-
ving previously been supported and endorsed by the 
Municipality’s outgoing Giunta (Municipal Council), 
and at an advanced stage of the process where it was 
necessary to determine roles and responsibilities for 
the fieldwork with the Municipality of Milan, UNPark 
found itself without the necessary political cover and 
representatives in the public administration during 
the transition period of ordinary administration that 
occurs between the exit of one Giunta (2016/2021) and 
the implementation of another (2021/2026), despite the 
political continuity resulting from Mayor Beppe Sala’s 
two consecutive terms. If it was possible to deliver UN-
Park/FREESTYLE, it is only thanks to the determination 
and tenacity of the technical level of management at 
the Municipality of Milan that the UNPark Team mana-
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See VIII by Monticelli and 
Scrugli

ged to persuade to invest in the project, meaning that 
in the end they were almost its biggest supporters.  It 
was therefore more the Technical Directors than the 
Assessors that permitted the smooth progress of the 
pilot project, albeit with some bumps along the way. In 
particular, it is worth reflecting on the request that we 
received in mid-July 2021 from AMAT/Officina Urbana 
(Agency for Mobility, Environment and Territory/Urban 
Workship) in their capacity as coordinators of the Piaz-
ze Aperte project, requesting that an application be 
made to the Sportello Unico degli Eventi (SUEV) (Event 
Management Desk) at the Municipality of Milan in or-
der to obtain all of the permits for UNPark/FREESTYLE, 
something that had never been asked of any Piazze 
Aperte project before then. 
For the non-experts, which included the UNPark Team 
itself, the “pratica SUEV” (SUEV request) is the standard 
process through which entertainment and catering 
businesses ask for permits (land occupation, local he-
alth authority permits, fire service, local police, national 
police force, etc.) in order to carry out their business, 
whether in a single location or an itinerant basis. It is 
a request which is truly complicated and time-consu-
ming, and extremely strict in terms of safety and per-
sonal criminal liability. UNPark/FREESTYLE was the 
result of both a series of meetings with citizens and 
actors in the research partnership for the co-design of 
the space, the determination of its functions and me-
ans of implementation and engagement, both inter-
nal and external, of the residents, of its content with 
respect to the programme of events, and all the acti-
vities associated with the pilot project; but equally it 
was also the result of numerous discussions with al-
most all sectors of public officials involved, in order to 
gradually obtain approvals and, finally, the clearance 
to deliver the project, by means of the constant upda-
tes to our staging design for the space under the over-
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pass and compliance with the requests received on a 
case-by-case basis. At the risk of indulging in anecdo-
tes, during one of the last inspections under the over-
pass before being informed of the need to present the 
SUEV request, there were at least 14 other people in at-
tendance in addition to the UNPark Team, all of whom 
were representatives of the council, management, de-
partments and companies owned by the Municipa-
lity of Milan and other institutions that were involved 
with the project in various capacities and were present 
to approve the definitive temporary project: Office of 
Participation, Mobility Directorate, Civic Services, Parti-
cipation and Sport Directorate, Planning and Mobility 
Department, AMAT/Urban Workshop, Rapid Interven-
tion Unit, ATS (Local Health Authority), AMSA (Milan 
Environmental Services Company), AMSA (Milan Tran-
sport Company), local and national police forces.
The UNPark Team, comprising of architects, urban de-
signers, engineers and many other professionals, al-
beit working in the field of academic research, in any 
case found it very difficult to obtain all of the permi-
ts and certifications necessary, even with the help of 
their in-house expertise, professional networks and, 
not least, a financial budget that, however modest, not 
all proponents of grassroots projects for public space 
have available.   It therefore seems very difficult that, 
despite the introduction of PIDS, citizen volunteers 
that do not have a technical background would be ca-
pable, under their own steam, of conducting interven-
tion projects like FREESTYLE. 
In this regard, it would seem equally difficult for ge-
nuine volunteer projects on a grassroots level for the 
transformation of public space and the city to gain 
traction and obtain the results that they set themsel-
ves, unless their supporters have significant in-hou-
se resources and a vast channel of communication. 
Nevertheless, the scarcity of resources, both material 
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and spatial, that cities will find themselves facing in 
coming years, will increasingly require active support 
by citizens; that which we decided to call “Prosuming 
public space” during UNPark. Staging, monitoring, cle-
aning, maintaining and managing urban space will in-
creasingly become the responsibility of private parties 
(large companies, real estate companies, design and 
fashion districts, etc.) unless citizens retake the reins of 
the management of public space, taking a leading role 
themselves.  The choice is between a city increasingly 
granted to private parties, like the beach front conces-
sions along the country’s coasts, or a genuinely public 
city which however requires new responsibilities to be 
taken by citizens with regard to public space, as well 
as sacrifices, for example of the uncontrolled parking 
of private vehicles and their indiscriminate use, and of 
active engagement, for example organising activities 
and taking care of the spaces and even creating the 
spaces themselves. UNPark certainly has not achieved, 
not even remotely, this type of engagement of citizens 
in the project and its potential follow-ups. However, it 
has undoubtedly had the virtue of having made peo-
ple the focus of design, with their desire to participate 
and discuss the decisions made by public administra-
tion, even during a pandemic, including in a setting 
like that of the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass. 

XI.9 PROSUMING PUBLIC SPACE!

If on a theoretical, cultural and disciplinary level the 
UNPark - Urban Nudging Park research project has 
left (us) a great deal, the same cannot be said about 
the quality of the spaces under the Serra - Monte Ce-
neri Overpass on a material level. With the exception 
of an already faded design project for a crossing of 
the structure at via Plana and the installation of a bike 
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rack at the same junction, and the system of scalable 
anti-Covid seating constructed for the MUE:SLI/FUR-
NISH project, unfortunately only photographs, articles 
in magazines, suggestions, memories, opinions and 
the comments received remain of the UNPark project. 
On the final evening of UNPark/FREESTYLE, during a 
discussion in general terms of the work carried out in 
the field, certain functionaries from the Municipality 
of Milan said: ‘It would be nice to do this every year!’ 
After an initial moment of dismay due to the thought 
of all the work that had been necessary, the UNPark 
Team replied: ‘Then it would be even more interesting 
to transform it into a travelling festival which each 
year revives a different space that has been spurned/
abandoned/neglected together with its citizens!’.  
From the perspective of research KPIs (Key Perfor-
mance Indicators), this proposal by the public admi-
nistration would itself seem to be an indicator of the 
fact that the first objective of UNPark had been rea-
ched. Thanks to the pandemic, the debate in the city 
around reclaiming public spaces and the evident con-
flict between walkability/bikeability and private vehi-
cles has never been so open. But there are also positive 
KPIs for other aspects of the research. 
For example, having had to set a limit of 60 people 
being present at any one time under the overpass du-
ring the evenings of the concert and the DJ set, the ma-
ximum capacity was easily reached, even to the point 
that some people were turned away. This is a demon-
stration of how even the most neglected space, if filled 
with interesting content and made safe, can become 
a public space for all intents and purposes, to be utili-
zed, managed and enjoyed. Equally interesting were, 
even if on this point more could have been done, the 
numbers of citizens that participated in the journey of 
co-design, the various surveys and questionnaires, the 
outreach opportunities and in-person meetings. 
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Moving the focus of the discussion to pragmatic mat-
ters of a technical nature is in any case very difficult 
and even the most measured positions among resi-
dents reveal a deep distrust of change and a negative 
attitude of chronic inertia in imagining a future that is 
only made up of that which already exists.  

There are, however, some comforting signs in this re-
gard. For example, the experience of “Non vediamo 
l’ora” (We cannot wait): a proposal already mentioned 
in this paper as part of Milan’s 2017/18 Participatory 
Budget regarding the creation of a cycle path on the 
Bacula Overpass (one of the three sections incorrectly 
believed to be part of the Serra - Monte Ceneri Over-
pass), which, despite having found broad support, 
and most importantly initial approval from the Mu-
nicipality of Milan’s technical offices, was held up for 
many years because of unforeseen costs which had 
not been accounted for relating to the movement of 
the electric line that powers the filobus 90/91 throu-
gh a pantograph. The independent committee of “We 
cannot wait” (to have the cycle lane), supported once 
again by the citizen mobilisation campaign “Sai che 
puoi?” (Do you know you can?), by means of social me-
dia channels and the organisation of demonstrations 
and protests, as well as a self-produced survey of the 
levels of traffic on the Bacula Overpass carried out in 
accordance with accepted technical and scientific re-
gulations, succeeded in making itself heard by the pu-
blic administration, obtaining a place on the agenda 
for the cycle path and a guarantee that it will be crea-
ted by the end of 2023.   

From a methodological point of view, for the purpose 
of having an open-source strategy for the Prosuming 
of public space, UNPark instead created its own toolkit, 
taking inspiration from the EL research, of instrumen-
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ts and strategies to use for future projects in the field 
and as a basic manual for future urban prosumers. The 
first tool is “Recognition”, that is understanding the 
area, as a precondition for its recapture, and the need 
to re-learn forms and forces that exist and are present, 
though obscured and tending to escape a first glance. 
Recognition can however only be achieved by using 
another tool: “Presence”, that is being physically pre-
sent in the neighbourhood, in proximity to the areas 
undergoing the transformation.  This makes it possi-
ble to give visibility to the initiatives that are planned, 
creating curiosity and allowing citizens to participate 
freely, thereby stimulating people to understand and 
collaborate, before then looking after the spaces them-
selves. The third tool, which is connected to the pre-
vious one, is the “Creation of Networks”; only within a 
network and in its creation and management, whether 
this is for the monitoring of environmental quality or 
for the co-design of solutions for a project like UNPark, 
can the topic of urban conflicts and their resolution be 
addressed by means of creating new, less formal re-
lationships with the institutions and the new parties, 
resolving certain issues, that can be identified just by 
being in the neighbourhood. The fourth tool in the to-
olbox is “Comparison”, that is collecting case studies of 
national and international experiences to be critically 
reviewed in order to create shared knowledge of the 
social and spatial dynamics of other settings, sparking 
exchanges that create a methodical overview of the 
real possibilities of the places alongside the most inno-
vative experiences of urban regeneration.   

The humble hope while this work is being written is 
that it will be possible to use these tools on the Serra 
- Monte Ceneri Overpass and many other examples of 
urban infrastructures, in accordance with strategies of 
multifunctional regeneration for the upgrading, inte-

Part 3 - The Lesson Learned



290

gration or replacement of the primary uses for which 
such infrastructure has been constructed, with a view 
to their synergy with the setting to which they must 
repay something after years of negative impacts and 
external effects.

Although it lasted but a few days, UNPark/FREESTY-
LE was a completely loss-making event into which 
resources of all types were invested: human, energy, 
financial, etc. Economically, UNPark has not been a 
sustainable process. It would be impossible for private 
citizens, however well-organised, to succeed in putting 
on an event of this type.  Likewise, the public admini-
stration does not have the human resources to invest 
in activities like this which, unless they are very sim-
ple to implement, instead need complicated procedu-
res in order to obtain the go-ahead and the permits.  
Hence it is necessary to find a new approach to the 
problem that moves in the direction of prosuming of 
public space, supporting new forms of close collabora-
tion between citizens and public administration. The 
UNPark research project is still ongoing, both because 
some follow-ups continue to be active, and because 
the UNPark Team’s interest in trying to identify new 
multifunctional regeneration strategies for mobility 
infrastructures is pretty far from being exhausted.

The themes underlying UNPark, in fact, have never 
been as current as they are today: make a better use 
of the existing urban heritage; create new flexible and 
adaptive public spaces wherever possible; develop 
new models for the reuse and recycling of materials 
for the design of social spaces; experiment actions and 
activities for the engaging of the citizens in the urban 
regeneration processes; activate urban environmental 
quality monitoring networks by means of open data 
collected by volunteers; study the opportunities offe-

XI.9 Prosuming public space!
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red by Nature Based Solutions (NBS), the IoT world, 
and that of technologies and lightweight textile com-
ponents for environmental and acoustic mitigation. 
And we could go on ...

Those of UNPark have been almost 2 years, over 20 
months, always lived in a hurry, always struggling to 
keep up with all the ideas and possibilities that have 
occurred over time. It was not a matter of bad plan-
ning or management of the activities, the work plan 
did in fact work well as expected. It has been 20 re-
stless months because the ideas emerged, the op-
portunities to be exploited to expand the research, 
the calls reported to us along the way were unpre-
dictable and innumerable, despite the Coronavirus 
lockdowns. Furthermore, without wishing to give too 
much weight to the responsibilities, including hu-
man ones, towards the Partnership and the citizens 
engaged in the project, which research such as UN-
Park, carried out during a pandemic, inevitably ge-
nerates. A warm thanks must therefore be dedicated 
to citizens, associations, amateur sports associations 
and groups in the area who have made it possible to 
animate the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass, demon-
strating their skills, getting involved before, during 
and after the UNPark/FREESTYLE Festival.
At the same time, it is not possible not to mention 
the Partners who were immediately able to grasp 
the challenging spirit of this ambitious project. UN-
Park has been defined in many ways: “brave”, “vi-
sionary” and even “innovative”. Certainly, however, 
UNPark and, above all, its interventions in the field 
under the Overpass did not go unnoticed and this 
was our main goal. The Serra - Monte Ceneri Over-
pass is configured as an opportunity for continuous 
experimentation, a permanent urban living labora-
tory: it is a problem that contains its own solution.

FIGURE XI.10 - Sun and rain 
under the Overpass, 2021 

(Source: UNPark/
Paolo Carli)
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The UNPark project and its interventions on the field have been defined in 
many ways: “brave”, “visionary” and even “innovative”. Certainly UNPark did 
not go unnoticed, and this was the aim of the initiative. The Serra - Monte 
Ceneri Overpass is, in fact, an opportunity for continuous experimentation, and a 
permanent urban living-lab: it is a problem that contains its own solution within.
UNPark has tried to demonstrate that even the most neglected and aban-
doned space, with the involvement of the inhabitants, can find its redemption.
An heartfelt thanks must therefore be dedicated to the citizens, associations, 
amateur sports associations and the various and several local groups who 
have made it possible to animate the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass, demon-
strating their skills, getting involved before, during and after UNPark/FREESTYLE.
At the same time, it is impossible not to mention the partners of UNPark 
who immediately knew how to grasp the challenging spirit of this ambitious 
project. In fact, for almost 2 years UNPark has been working on highly topical 
issues such as: new models for the reuse and recycling of materials for the 
design of social spaces; actions and strategies for the engagement of the 
population in the urban regeneration processes; monitoring of air quality 
through open data collected by voluntary citizens; study of the opportunities 
offered by Nature Based Solutions (NBS) and the IoT world, technologies and 
light textile components for environmental and acoustic mitigation.

UNPark Team Politecnico di Milano - Polisocial Award 2019:
Paolo Carli (Scientific Director, DAStU), Luigi De Nardo (Project Manager, 
CMIC Natta), Matteo Clementi, Patrizia Scrugli (DAStU), Carol Monticelli, 
Giulia Procaccini (DABC), Barbara Di Prete, Agnese Rebaglio, Davide Crippa, 
Emilio Lonardo (DESIGN), Francesco Bruschi (DEIB).

Partners and co-funders of the UNPark project - Polisocial Award 2019:
Municipio 8 del Comune di Milano; l’Assessorato Urbanistica, Verde e Agri-
coltura (tramite AMAT) del Comune di Milano; Open4Citizens (Open Data 
Lab Milano) H2020/CAPSI; Textiles Hub - Politecnico di Milano; Prof. Luigi De 
Nardo - Dipartimento CMIC “G. Natta”, Politecnico di Milano. 

Partners of the UNPark project - Polisocial Award 2019:
Assessorato Partecipazione, Cittadinanza Attiva e Open Data del Comune di 
Milano; Liceo Scientifico Statale Piero Bottoni; ICS Rinnovata Pizzigoni; Comi-
tato di cittadini Milano in Alta Quota; ARCI L’Impegno; Assicurazioni Vittoria; 
Radio Popolare; Associazione sportiva OSG2001; Associazione sportiva Soul-
basket; Ass. Guide e Scouts Cattolici Italiani – Gruppo Milano 20;15. Azienda 
ESO - Ecological Services Outsourcing.

Partners of the UNPark/FREESTYLE event:
Municipio 8 del Comune di Milano; Dipartimento DASTU Politecnico di Mi-
lano; Assessorato Urbanistica, Verde e Agricoltura (tramite AMAT) del Comu-
ne di Milano; ASD IL Disc Golf; ASD SkateMI; ASD Soul Basket; Associazione 
AUSER Piazza Prealpi; Associazione Giovanni Testori; Associazione Guide e 
Scouts Cattolici Italiani - Gruppo AGESCI 20; Bar Via Plana 32; Bendy Dance 
Studio; Cavalcavia Serra - Milano ad Alta Quota; Circolo Arci L’Impegno; Ga-
rage Moulinski; Istituto Comprensivo “Rinnovata Pizzigoni”; Radio Popolare; 
Soulfood Forestfarms Hub Italia.
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Thanks to:
Simone Zambelli, Paolo Romano (Municipio 8, Comune di Milano); Federi-
co Confalonieri (Direzione Mobilità e Trasporti, Comune di Milano); Eugenio 
Petz (Ufficio Servizi civici, Partecipazione e Sport, Comune di Milano); Loren-
zo Lipparini (Assessorato Partecipazione, Cittadinanza Attiva e Open Data); 
Stefano Maldifassi and the NU.I.R (NU.I.R., Comune di Milano) crew; Nicolet-
ta Cappellini, Concetta Scatozza, Carlo Gallon, Enrico Maestri (Polizia Locale, 
Comando Decentrato 8); Stefano Ragazzo, Massimiliano Ferioli (AMAT); Luca 
Masseroni, Alberto Beretta (AMSA); Claudia Reati, Elaheh Qazalifard, Qin (Po-
liMI); Alberto Ruffini (ASD Soul Basket); Giulio Mirulla (Agesci); Matteo Fonso, 
Alessandro Bruni (Bar Via Plana 32); Giulio Ambrosio, Edoardo Arcuri, Andrea 
Barbieri, Beatrice Fragasso, Daniele Grossi, Simone Italiano, Anna Libman, 
Matteo Mucciarini, Maddalena Pernechele, Enrico Recalcati, Alberto Tansi-
ni, Francesca Zambrini (Circolo Arci L’Impegno); Alessandro Balzani (Gara-
ge Moulinski); Anna Teresa Ferri (ICS Rinnovata Pizzigoni); Catia Giarlanzani, 
Alessandro Gilioli (Radio Popolare); Alessandro Didonna (Soulfood Forestfar-
ms Hub Italia); Massimiliano Cason Villa, Federico Bielli, Davide Stanga, Chri-
stian Scenini (IDEAS bit factory); Roberto Bresciani, Roberto Stuani (AUSER 
Piazza Prealpi); Silvia Di Stefano (Cavalcavia Serra - Milano ad Alta Quota); 
Wendy Lynton e Sig. Wanda (Bandy Dance Studio); Davide Dall’Ombra and 
Francesca Pinna (Associazione Casa Testori); Giulio Mirulla e Marco Tamburi-
ni (Agesci); Bruno and Erica Ferrari (SkateMi); Ricky e TIStee (Disc Golf); Sara 
Gué; Spino. E inoltre: l’Arch. Andrej Mikuz, Ing. Paolo Saluzzi e l’Ing. Giorgio 
Piantato; Marina Fiore; Marco Giorgio; Ornella Scarpa; Tommaso Scrugli; Pie-
ro Volpe; teachers, parents and and students involved in the school contests.

Thanks for the technical support to:
Lucia Balestrieri and Domenico La Scala (Stagedeck); Alessandro and Ma-
rianna (POLIPRINT); IDEAS bit factory; Textiles Architecture Network (TAN, 
PoliMI); Nicolas Meletiou (ESO Società Benefit arl); Angela Di Lorenzo (DE-
CATHLON Milano Portello); Pierpaolo Poli Cappelli (KOH I NOOR); VOLVE-
RUP – Melina Benetton; the photographers Matteo Di Giovanni and Lorenzo 
Masotto.
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All the images contained in this book, except those listed below, are the re-
sult of the research work of the UNPark team (Paolo Carli, Francesco Bruschi, 
Matteo Clementi, Luigi De Nardo, Barbara Di Prete, Carol Monticelli, Giulia 
Procaccini, Agnese Rebaglio, Patrizia Scrugli, together with Claudia Reati).  

II. The Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass and its surroundings
FIGURE II.1 - The Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass just completed, 1967 (Source: 
Fondo Zorzi – Archivi Storici – Servizi Bibliotecari e Archivi – ACL - Politecnico 
di Milano)
FIGURE II.3 - Silvano Zorzi (in the center with the trench coat) and Giorgio 
Macchi (on the left with glasses), together with other technicians, during an 
inspection of the Serra - Monte Ceneri Overpass worksite, 1957 – 65 (Source: 
Fondo Zorzi – Archivi Storici – Servizi Bibliotecari e Archivi – ACL - Politecnico 
di Milano)
FIGURE II.5 - Viaduct of Viale Certosa-Monte Ceneri, casting of the superior 
street deck, 1957 – 65 (Source: Fondo Zorzi – Archivi Storici – Servizi Bibliote-
cari e Archivi – ACL - Politecnico di Milano)
FIGURE II.6 - The Overpass at the intersection with viale Scarampo. On the 
right are visible some buildings of the Alfa Romeo plant, 1961. (Source: Fondo 
Zorzi – Archivi Storici – Servizi Bibliotecari e Archivi – ACL - Politecnico di Milano)
FIGURE II.10 - “Non vediamo l’ora!” (We cannot wait), 2022 (Source: Tomma-
so Goisis)

IV. Between urban regeneration and social reactivation: design approa-
ches for a city in transformation 
FIGURE IV.1 - The PAAI-Adaptable Self-Managing Itinerant Pavilion during 
the opening, Parco Savarino, Milan, May 8TH  2016 (Source: Barbara Di Prete)
FIGURE IV.2 - The tactical urbanism intervention carried out in Via Toce, Mi-
lan, 2020. Drone view (Source: Ghigos)
FIGURE IV.3 - The tactical urbanism intervention in Via Toce, Milan, 2020. A 
moment of spontaneous play time during the inauguration (Source: Ghigos)
FIGURE IV.4 - Illumina-Mi installation, realised at the La Ribalta brewery 
and in the premises of Municipio 9, Milan, 2020-2021 (Source: La Repubblica 
del Design)
FIGURES IV.5 and VIII.6 - Urban devices outcome of the project from Cosa 
nasce Cosa, installed at restaurants Rob de Matt (left) and Urban Garden 
(right), Milan, 2020-2022 (Source: Ideas)

V. The role of infrastructures for a new urban scenario
FIGURE V.1 - The Bentway, Toronto (Canada), view from Fort York Boulevard, 
2022 (Source: Luca Maria Francesco Fabris)
FIGURE V.2 - The Bentway, view towards Strachan Avenue, 2022 (Source: 
Luca Maria Francesco Fabris)
FIGURE V.3 - The Bentway crossing Garrison Road, 2022 (Source: Luca Maria 
Francesco Fabris)
FIGURE V.4 - The Bentway, bents’ perspective at Fort York Boulevard cros-
sing, 2022 (Source: Luca Maria Francesco Fabris)
FIGURE V.5 - Bruparken, Drammen (Norwey), the skate park underneath 
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the highway viaduct (Source: Hundven-Clements Photography, LINK Arkitektur)
FIGURE V.6 - Bruparken, the water, the artificial lights and the reflective ste-
el cladding (Source: Hundven-Clements Photography, LINK Arkitektur)
FIGURE V.7 - Aspire, Sydney (Australia), the lit-up trees sculptures (Source: 
Warren Langley, 2010)
FIGURE V.8 - The Minhocão, Sao Paulo (Brazil) view from R. da Consolação, 
2014 (Source: Georgia Santaniello Abejon)
FIGURE V.9 - The Minhocão, spontaneous reuse, 2017 (Source: Georgia San-
taniello Abejon)
FIGURE V.10 - The Minhocão, spontaneous reuse and street art along the 
overpass (Source: Gabriela Mattei)
FIGURE V.11 - The Minhocão, spontaneous reuse and temporary installa-
tions (Source: Gabriela Mattei)
FIGURE V.12 - Küchenmonument, Duisburg (Germany), 2006 general view. 
Project of Raumlabor Berlin and Plastique Fantastique (Source: Marco Ca-
nevacci, Plastique Fantastique)
FIGURE V.13 - Küchenmonument, internal view during a community lunch. 
Project of Raumlabor Berlin and Plastique Fantastique (Source: Marco Ca-
nevacci, Plastique Fantastique)
FIGURE V.14 - Walk the line, Genoa (Italy), the Aldo Moro overpass and the 
graffiti gallery on the pylons (Source: Tommaso Scrugli)
FIGURE V.15 - Walk the line, the Aldo Moro overpass and its gallery in proxi-
mity of the Acquario di Genova (Source: Tommaso Scrugli)
FIGURE V.16 - Les Viaduc des Artes, Paris (France), the permanent arched 
vaults housing arts and crafts experts and the elevated green promenade, 
2022 (Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.17 - Les Viaduc des Artes, the elevated green promenade, 2022 
(Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.18 - Les Viaduc des Artes, the bridge overpassing Diderot Bd, 2022 
(Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.19 - Les Viaduc des Artes, Paris (France), Coulée verte René-Dum-
ont, 2022 (Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.20 - La petite ceinture, Paris (France), the reused railway, 2022 
(Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.21 - La petite ceinture, people strolling along the pathway, 2022 
(Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.22 - La petite ceinture, biodiversity and railraod equipment, 2022 
(Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.23 - La petite ceinture, an accessible disused railway segment 
with temporary installations, 2022 (Source: Claudia Brivio)
FIGURE V.24 - The Bloomingdale Trail – The 606, Chicago (United States), 
the elevated pathway, 2022 (Source: Margherita Camilla Guffanti)
FIGURE V.25 - The Bloomingdale Trail – The 606, the elevated pathway cros-
sing Milwaukee Avenue, 2022 (Source: Margherita Camilla Guffanti)
FIGURE V.26 - The Bloomingdale Trail – The 606, the pathway crossed by the 
elevated train tracks, 2022 (Source: Margherita Camilla Guffanti)
FIGURE V.27 - The Bloomingdale Trail – The 606, the pathway and its users, 
2022 (Source: Margherita Camilla Guffanti)
FIGURE V.28 - Seoullo 7017, Seoul (South Korea), thepedestrianised viaduct 
hosts more than 24.000 trees, shrubs and flowers (Source: MVRDV)
FIGURE V.29 - Seoullo 7017, Seoul (South Korea), a detail of the circular ba-
sins hosting the plants, 2022(Source: Tae Han Kim)
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FIGURE V.30 -Seoullo 7017, Seoul (South Korea), people strolling along the 
sky garden, 2022 (Source: Tae Han Kim)
FIGURE V.31 – Seoullo 7017, Seoul (South Korea), bird’s-eye view of the eleva-
ted public walkway, 2022 (Source: MVRDV)
FIGURE V.32 - LightPathAKL, Auckland (New Zealand), a cycle path as an 
interactive urban light sculpture (Source: New Zealand Institute of Landsca-
pe Architects)
FIGURE V.33 - LightPathAKL (Source: Land Lab)
FIGURE V.34 - Into the shadow, , Amsterdam (The Netherlands), the under-
pass lit by the interactive installation, 2022 (Source: Elena Beri)
FIGURE V35 - Into the shadow, Amsterdam (The Netherlands), the interacti-
ve wall, 2022 (Source: Elena Beri)
FIGURE V.36 - Tunnelen, Ammerud (Norway), a dark and scary place made 
into a bright and social activity hub (Source: Taral Jansen)
FIGURE V.37 - Tunnelen, the climbing wall (Source: Taral Jansen)
FIGURE V.38 - Via Verde, Mexico City (Mexico), vertical gardens at Mexico 
City´s Beltway (Source: ViaVerde)
FIGURE V.39 - Via Verde, the water used for the irrigation is a mixture of tre-
ated water with rainwater recovery (Source: ViaVerde)
FIGURE V.40 - Jardines elevados de Sants, Barcelona, Pèrgola fotovoltaica 
square, 2022 (Source: Ignasi Llorens Duran)
FIGURE V.41 - Jardines elevados de Sants, Barcelona, orientation map, 2022 
(Source: Ignasi Llorens Duran)
FIGURE V.42 - Sky-rail, Melbourne (Australia), Community nodes (Source: 
March Studio)
FIGURE V.43 - Sky-rail, Melbourne (Australia), Reused spaces underneath 
the elevated railway (Source: March Studio)

VII. Mapping opportunities and criticalities, open geo data as tools to 
support analysis, public engagement and design
FIGURE VII.3 – A screenshot from sensor.community interactive maps, 2021 
(Source: https://sensor.community/it/) 
FIGURE VII.6 - Map of the three outdoor fixed stations located near the Serra 
- Monte Ceneri Overpass, 2022 (Source: https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.7 - Graph of the data collected in viale Monte Ceneri, from July 2021 
to June 2022 (PM2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.8 - Graph of the data collected in via Pietro di Cemmo, from July 
2021 to June 2022 (PM2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.commu-
nity/it/)
FIGURE VII.9 - Graph of the data collected in via Bodoni, from July 2021 to 
June 2022 (PM2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.10 - Graph of the data collected in a classroom in the school in 
via Mac Mahon, from July 2021 to June 2022 (PM2.5), 2021 (Source: UNPark 
and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.11 - Graph of the data collected in a classroom in viale Monte Ce-
neri, from July 2021 to June 2022 (PM2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://
sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.12 - Graph of the data collected in via Pietro di Cemmo, from July 
2021 to June 2022 (PM10), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.13 - Graph of the data collected in via Bodoni, from July 2021 to 
June 2022 (PM10), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.14 - Graph of the data detected by the control unit located in 
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a classroom in the school in via Mac Mahon, from July 2021 to June 2022 
(PM2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.15 - Data collected in the control unit in viale Monte Ceneri, 16 
and 17 September 2021 (PM 2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.
community/it/)
FIGURE VII.16 - Data collected in the control unit in via Pietro di Cemmo, 16 
and 17 September 2021 (PM 2.5), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.
community/it/)
FIGURE VII.17 - Data collected in the control unit in viale Monte Ceneri, 16 
and 17 September 2021 (PM10), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.
community/it/)
FIGURE VII.18 - PM 10 data detected in the control unit in via Pietro di Cem-
mo, 16 and 17 September 2021 (PM10), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sen-
sor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.19 - PM 10 data detected in the control unit in via Bodoni, 16 and 17 
September 2021 (PM10), 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/) 
FIGURE VII.21 - Comparison between the data detected by a sensor.commu-
nity network control unit nearby and Arpa data near the control unit in viale 
Marche, 2022 (Source: UNPark and https://sensor.community/it/)
FIGURE VII.22 - Map of noise pollution data detected in Viale Monte Ceneri, 
screenshot from the noise planet data storage site, 2022 (Source: https://noi-
se-planet.org/map.html)

VIII. UNPark/Freestyle: an Experimental Open Square
FIGURE VIII.9 - The crowded space under the Overpass on Sunday morning, 
2021 (Source: Lorenzo Masotto Ph.)
FIGURE VIII.10 - SkateMI, 2021 (Source: Lorenzo Masotto Ph.)
FIGURE VIII.11 - RicicliAMO by Sara Gué and the awards ceremony for scho-
ols’ competitions, 2021 (Source: Lorenzo Masotto Ph.)
FIGURE VIII.12 - The schools’ competitions award event, 2021 (Source: Loren-
zo Masotto Ph.)
FIGURE VIII.13 - The final evening event held by Bandy Dance School and the 
lounge atmosphere of ARCI L’Impegno, 2021 (Source: Lorenzo Masotto Ph.)
FIGURE VIII.14 - UNPark/FREESTYLE, 2021 (Source: Lorenzo Masotto Ph.)

IX. Implementing urban infrastructures through Themed design respon-
ses and Time-based design scenarios
FIGURE IX.1 - GreenCitySolutions “CityTree” (Credits: ©greencitysolutions.de)
FIGURE IX.2 - ecoLogicalStudio “PhotoSynthetica Curtain” (Credits: ©NAARO)
FIGURE IX.3 - Transforming urban elements by pimping them out (Source: 
©Aude Frost) 
FIGURE IX.4 - Transforming urban elements by pimping them out: “Plug a 
Seat, 2017” (Source: ©Teratoma Productions)
FIGURE IX.5 - Upcycling of daily-life elements into furniture: “tire urban gar-
den” (Source: ©Relab74015)
FIGURE IX.6 - Basurama, Autoparque de diversiones público, RUS Lima, 
2010 (Source: ©Basurama.org CCBY-NC-SA 4.0)
FIGURE IX.7 - Basurama, Autoparque de diversiones público, RUS Lima, 
2010 (Source: ©Basurama.org CCBY-NC-SA 4.0)
FIGURE IX.8 - Basurama, Tsunami de basura, RUS Santo Domingo, 2009 
(Source: ©Basurama.org)
FIGURE IX.9 - CUAC Arquitectura, Tetrabricks pavilion, Granada – Spain, 
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2010 (Source: ©J. Callejas)
FIGURE IX.10 - Elise Morin and Clémence Eliard, Wastelandscape, Paris, 2011 
(Sources: ©Y. Fradin)
FIGURE IX.11 - 5468796 Architecture - Factor Eficiencia, One bucket at a 
time, Mexico, 2017 (Source: ©J. Navarro)
FIGURE IX.12 - Tomè Capa, Mahjong, Braga – Portugal, 2016 (Source: ©T. Capa)
FIGURE IX.13 - Mia Frykholm and Astrid Gabrielsson, Sunday Temple (Sour-
ce: ©D. Hugo Cabo)
FIGURE IX.14 - KazumasaTakada, Yuriko Yagi and Yohei Tomioka/ Paper Pa-
villon (Source: ©D. Hugo Cabo)
FIGURE IX.15 - UNPark – The different inclination of the elements contribu-
tes to creating a dynamic space (Credits: J. Otxoantezana Fernández, I. del 
Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.16 - UNPark – Different positioning of the hooks (Source: J. Otxo-
antezana Fernández, I. del Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.17 - UNPark – Double curvature system (Source: J. Otxoantezana 
Fernández, I. del Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.18 - UNPark – Installation process (Source: J. Otxoantezana Fer-
nández, I. del Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.19 - UNPark – Extension and standardization of the system (Sour-
ce: J. Otxoantezana Fernández, I. del Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.20 - UNPark – Schematic representation of the different positions 
and extensions of the textile elements (Source: J. Otxoantezana Fernández, 
I. del Pino, G. Fernandez)
FIGURE IX.21 - UNPark – Project image (Source: J. Otxoantezana Fernández, 
I. del Pino, G. Fernandez) 

X. UNPark: a trans-disciplinary, multi-dimensional and multi-actor project
FIGURE X.5 - A study of surface decorations made by digital fabrication on 
recycled material from the soles of sports shoes. The aesthetics of the mate-
rial change depending on exposure: when exposed to direct light, the wor-
kings on the material are barely perceptible, while against the light the tex-
ture becomes evident. Research commissioned by ESO, 2021 (Source: Ghigos)
FIGURE X.6 and X.7 - A study of engraved (left) and cut (right) surface pat-
terns on recycled materials from the soles of sports shoes. At low laser power 
values, it is possible to engrave the material without burning it; at higher 
power values, the laser burns the material and the texture becomes more 
perceptible even in situations of direct light exposure. Research commissio-
ned by ESO, 2021 (Source: Ghigos)

XI. Prosuming Public Space
FIGURE XI.5 - Sunset Park, Brooklyn. Before and after (Source: New York City 
Department of Transportation)
FIGURE XI.6 - Dutch Kills Street, Long Island. Before and after (Source: New 
York City Department of Transportation)
FIGURE XI.7 - Rockaway, Queens. Before and after (Source: New York City 
Department of Transportation)
FIGURE XI.8 - A view of the Via Elevada Presidente João Goulart, aka the 
Minhocão (Big Worm), 2021 (Source: Gabriela Mattei)
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