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The Track investigates the different dimensions of urban regeneration processes in European cities
and territories as possible responses to the contemporary urban settlements’ fragilization. In particular,
the Track is concerned with how cities are (or are not) coping with the need to renew their material
infrastructures and facilities and to reactivate functions and services in front of the challenges posed
by climate, environmental, social, and economic changes. “Regenerating urbanity” can have broad
and multiple meanings. They can change and have different impacts according to several aspects: the
contexts where the regeneration processes are located (large cities, medium or small urban centres);
the historical and morphological characteristics (dense cities, recent urban sprawl); or the economic
and social features of the places where they develop. Despite the eventual context differences, through
a critical illustration of multiple cases, the session aims at reflecting upon the different regeneration
forms and tools, their possible innovation (how to regenerate), the objects of regeneration (what to
regenerate), the actors and governance network involved (who regenerates). It will also discuss the idea
of urbanity the urban regeneration conveys and the limits and risks that may arise with the expected or
unexpected outcomes.

The contributors to the Track will discuss four main aspects of the “Regenerating urbanity” especially
needed to de-fragilize cities. Some contributors will reflect upon the tools and approaches to address
or orient the regeneration with particular attention to digital tools, innovative bids, forms of regulation or
guidelines. An additional stream of reflections will deal with the involved actors’ networks, the conditions
of governance and leadership and, more in general, the social innovation that some regeneration
experiences can bring. A focus will concern the topic of public space, intended as one of the central cores
of urban life: contributions will reflect both on the role of regenerating public space as placemaking tools
and on the regeneration processes’ effects on public space. A last group of contributors will illustrate
and reflect the role of specific policies and projects in enhancing processes of urbanity regeneration,
paying attention to limits and risks emerging from the renewal itself. Eventually, the Track will reflect on
innovative theoretical contributions, practical approaches and tools emerging from recent regeneration
experiences by asking whether they contribute to reframing and redefining urban regeneration.
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NO-MAN’S LAND PRISON. WHICH OPPORTUNITY
FORTHE CITY AND THE PUNISHMENT

Keywords:
no man’s land, prison, networking

The prison is a social emergency in ltaly as proved by the sentences of the European Court, by Antigone’s
surveys and last by the Minister of Justice: “Prisons are a priority for the government”.The ongoing debate
rarely leads to concrete action. If it is strong the reference to the society’s contribution, the proposals are
often confined to the internal spaces with a functionalist glance. A vision that reiterates the contradiction
between the two missions: custody and reintegration. The functionalist vision guided the construction of
the modern prison, determining its marginalization. Even today, when the city reached the penitentiaries,
in the surroundings is perceivable a “suspension of urbanity” (Infussi 2020) that reinforces the stigma of
these places.This no man’s land, between the city and the prison, is rich in potential if it is observed with
the lens of the project. This suspended place could “become the space for a new creativity [employed
to] transform the city that has rejected it” (Michelucci 1996). The penitentiary, placing itself in dialogue
with the actors that operate in the surrounding area and bringing into play its own resources - spatial and
skills - can be an added value to urban regeneration processes that increasingly characterize these parts
of the city. From the involvement, the prison could get benefit in terms of space quality and operative
support in its service role for the reintegration into society of those who have committed a crime.This
is a road not followed in Italy. The proposal aims to open a debate that explores the real possibilities of
action. Some clues of possible functionality and criticalities will be proposed through the experience
in multidisciplinary research on the prison theme (particularly in Milan), the study of some European
experiences, and the critical analysis of national and European policies ongoing.
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