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/ EURAU NETWORK

EURAU is a network of schools and researchers in Architecture which meets
biannually in a symposium to share their investigations.

EURAU’s primary goal is to establish a debate and discussion on
contemporary discourses about Architecture, City and Environment. This is a
committed action organized by universities that contributes to the European
Strategy for the transition towards a sustainable and inclusive society.
Initiated by the French Ministry of Culture, EURAU has been active since
2004 organizing ten international conferences by different Schools of
Architecture in various European cities: Marseille (2004), Lille (2005),
Brussels-Liege-Mons [2006{3, Madrid (2008], Napoli (2010), Porto (2012),
I[stanbul %2014], Bucharest (2016), Alicante (2018], Birmingham-Staffordshire
2020-21).

The Department of Architecture and Urban Studies of the Politecnico di
Milano organises at the School of Architecture Urban Planning Construction
Engineering (AUIC], EURAU Milan 2024 “IN-PRESENCE / THE BODY AND
THE SPACE - The role of corporeity in the era of virtualization”, the eleventh
edition of the international conference, which takes place from 19 to 22 June
2024.
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/ EURAU Milan 2024

11th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

EUROPEAN RESEARCH ON ARCHITECTURE
AND URBANISM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

IN-PRESENCE /
THE BODY AND
THE SPACE

The role of corporeity in the era of virtualization

For those who deal with the city and the territory, space refers to the body
(C. Bianchetti)

The EURAU Milan 2024 Conference aims to unpack the significance of corporeality
in contemporary times and its relevance for the upcoming years. Specifically,

the focus is on the relation between body and space and how this relates to
architecture, the city and the environment, interpreted as physical facts and
processes. Within the background of a technological turn, the focus is now on what
has changed or will further change in this relationship and what, on the opposite,
remains unalterable, inherently bound to the material and impervious to the virtual.
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5/ AUGMENTED
ENDNOTES

Gerardo Semprebon
Politecnico di Milano, Department of Architecture and Urban Studies

The daily reality we experience manifests as a blend of physical and virtual domains. The
capacity to assimilate, process, and take action on data is no longer a prerogative of human
sensory capacity and intelligence but a combination of information partially elaborated by
machines and partially by people.

The so-called smart city is just one of the multiple examples of such a fast-evolving alliance
between the physical and the virtual, which, nonetheless, opens a series of dilemmas in
terms of ideological, pragmatic, and ethical issues on urban governance. For instance,
while the delivery of public services can surely benefit from the implementation of real-
time remote sensing, digital processuality, and simultaneous actions to be taken, the
chain of decisions tends to inevitably escape the control of humans, the entrusting of
responsibilities, and the invaluable exercise of critical thinking.

In a broader context, the call "Augmented” suggested that the convergence of physical
space and the augmented body represents a rapidly evolving frontier with the potential
to dramatically transform our interaction between the physical and digital realms. The
augmented body has been framed as a physical human body technologically extended
through augmented reality (AR], virtual reality (VR), wearable devices, or other digital
technologies that enhance both perception and physical or cognitive capabilities.

This intersection of body and space through digitization systems called for an exploration of
how new technologies mediate our experiences and perceptions. Investigating these body-
space relationships involved discussing human-computer interactions in various spatial
contexts, assessing the impacts on spatial perception, and exploring the effects on the
design of physical spaces at different scales. It also involved questioning these technologies’
educational and interaction capabilities, considering the role of artificial intelligence in
fostering interaction and co-design and reflecting on the ethical and social implications of
these hybridized interactions.

The "Augmented” session selected contributions that span a wide array of topics. These
encompassed the influence of XR technologies on architectural and urban design, the
perceptual and cognitive shifts resulting from XR on bodily perception and movement, and
the facilitation of social interaction and collaboration through AR-based tools in platforms
like BIM and GIS. Other areas of interest include the creation of effective and engaging
learning experiences in physical spaces, user-centered design and usability in augmented
environments, the impact of wearable technology on daily life, and the reshaping of our
understanding of body, identity, privacy, and self-expression in augmented spaces.
Historical perspectives on the evolution of mixed reality and its interaction with the physical
self are also of great interest.

Some contributions have converged on social conundrums, how inherited participatory
practices are still irreplaceable in transient societies, and how emerging issues are
reshaping commons’ engagements in the framework of an increasingly fluid and hybrid
environment. Some authors emphasized how augmented bodies facilitate displacement
situations and proposed new types of spatiotemporal coordinates, affecting social ties
and shared routines. In some cases, nature has been addressed as the obvious counter-
domain of social space, while in others, it has been framed as an inherent part of spreading
posthuman environments. Learning processes have also been addressed as a key
Innovation point in extended realms. An emerging transversal aspect is, nonetheless, the
critical attitude towards the potential of digital technologies. While some directions have
already been clearly traced, the fourth industrial revolution appears still in its infancy stage,
leaving ample room for exploring practical applications and ideological reflections, which
these papers have addressed, detected, and questioned in different ways. The augmented
domain of physical bodies is clearly not only a matter of how new tools change people’s
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lives but, most importantly, forces everyone to reconsider (self) identities in an ever-blurred

context between the physical and the virtual.

By addressing these topics, the papers fostered a growing awareness of the profound
changes and ethical considerations brought about by the integration of physical space and the
augmented body, emphasizing its implication for design thinking and application.
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