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ABSTRACT

Architecture held a central role in the child welfare programs developed in twentieth-century
Greece. This contribution discusses two key examples from the inter- and post-war periods:
Panos-Nikolis Djelepy’s Children’s village in Voula, Athens (1933-34, 1936-39) and Emmanuel
Vourekas's Paidopoli in Agria, Volos (1955-58), both influenced by their respective political,
social and cultural context. It explores how the projects have contributed to the establishment
of a building typology centered around the imminent issue of the hospitality and care of the
children and youth. A critical comparative analysis of the two projects is presented with a
particular attention on the ways in which they addressed the relationship between building and
context, inside and outside, nature and artifice, in line with the prevailing medical treatments in
those days, casting a novel attention on issues of environmental performance.
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PANOS-NIKOLIS DJELEPY, CHILDREN'S VILLAGE

IN VOULA: FRAMING THE CONTEXT

Architectural design for the child in the interwar period in
Greece must be associated to two issues of social reform
occurred in the country in the 1930s: public health’ and
education innovations.? Architect Panos-Nikolis Djelepy
(1894-1976) received numerous project commissions
for children and youth in that period from the Ministry of
Welfare and the Patriotic Institution for Social Welfare
and Perception (PIKPA), based under the auspices of
the Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare, whose
principal cause from the 1929 onwards was to protect
maternity and childhood.® Djelepy would study over
twenty-four buildings of the PIKPA organization which
was exclusively oriented to the promotion of child welfare
and “particularly creative during the 1929-1939 period,
providing mother and child care in 110 towns across
Greece," following an architectural design stream that saw
“prenatal and day clinics, hospitals and children holiday
camps [being] built by young modern architects promising

a new spirit for a better society.” For Djelepy, architecture
bore a therapeutic, performative, and functional role.
Among the studied projects for PIKPA, two children’s
villages in Voula (1933-34; 1936-39) and in Penteli
(1936-37), both suburbs of Athens, were inaugurated, for
which the architect would gain international recognition. In
particular, a detailed documentation of the projects® with
the title Villages d’enfants was published by Djelepy in the
late 1940s, with a foreword by Jean Badovici, comprising
an architectural design manual: a valuable documentation,
through text, drawings and photographs of the architect’s
broader commitment to designing health-inducing,
stimulating and creative environments for the child. Fig. 1
The Children’s village in Voula addressed the then prevailing
approaches towards the development of the child which
reflected in the combined forms of technical, medical and
hygienic as well as pedagogical and social management
programs.® The project was called to provide conditions
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for the prevention, treatment and cure of disease, along
with the intellectual, moral, civic and physical instruction
of children during temporary stays: it therefore represented
a community which assumed, as Djelepy highlights, “both
a medico-sanitary and a medico-educational,” bearing, in
brief, a “medico-social” character.” During the Metaxas
regime, special emphasis was placed on the moral, ethnic
and religious education of children hosted in summer
camps and villages: “school work and outdoor education
are associated with military preparation and national
education of pupils,”® as a post-war effect which called
for the nurture of national ideals. The children’s villages
of the interwar period in Greece drew on two main former
and contemporary architectural experiences: open-air
schools® and sanatoria' in which a significant number of
physical activities — exercise, walks, care and cultivation
of the garden, play — were carried out in the open air. The
basic purpose of setting such structures away from the
polluted air of the city was the systematic strengthening
of the children’s health through changes in climatic and
conditions.”” Children's villages that prioritized issues of
health hence aligned with emerging structures, such as
open-air schools and tuberculosis sanatoria, situated away
from the cities so as to develop healthy activities close to
nature: they aimed to offer combined medical supervision
with a special pedagogy for pre-tuberculous children.

L’ARCHITECTURE VIVANTE EN GRECE

PANOS N. DZELEPY

VILLAGES
D’ENFANTS

EDITIONS ALBERT MORANCE

rve de Feurus, & Poris

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION AND USE: BLENDING THE
BOUNDARIES BETWEEN INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
Designed to accommodate 1,600 children, the Children’s
village in Voula, a southern suburb of Athens, followed
a pavilion-plan layout: buildings were freely placed in
the landscape, according to the southeast axis which
organized a series of buildings that preexisted in the site,
and the dormitories were further grouped according to
their typological similarities and the character of their
surrounding vegetation. Fig. 2 The building complex
comprised a central service and administration building,
workshops and restaurants, five types of dormitory
buildings, and various facilities dedicated to outdoor
sports, play and recreation. Fig. 3 The circulation system
culminated in the central square and from there the outdoor
theater that bordered the Saronic Gulf coast. Architectural
form and spatial distribution were inextricably linked with
questions of program and the latter was in turn closely
related to aspects of the natural context. The specificities of
the climate, topography and the landscape were of central
importance to Djelepy’s design of the building complex in
Voula. Founded on the threefold modernist principle of “air,
light and openness,” the project developed architectural
elements which addressed the local climate in the buildings’
interior. The project thus reviewed the character of spatial
boundaries, blending them, in order to offer through design,
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as the architect envisaged, “a sense of free life that [.]
merges with the landscape and the surrounding nature, for
the benefit of the health of the body and soul.'? Prevalent
therapeutic treatments of tuberculosis in those days were
climate-based and included the provision of heliotherapy
and thalassotherapy, natural ventilation, nutritional
management, and physical activity. The project in Voula
aligned with its contemporary architectural projects which
similarly centered around the first elements of therapeutic
theory, namely the encouragement of natural healing
agents such as clean air and the sun.”® The inextricable
relationship to the landscape echoed in international
children colony examples in which architectural form could
“be traced back in some way to the sea, air and water*
Continuous glass panels, large openings, covered outdoor
spaces and loggias comprised elements that highlighted
the continuity between inside and outside and guaranteed
the optimal exposure of the body to nature, the sun and

1
Inner cover page of the book Villages d'enfants by Panos-Nikolis
Djelepy with a foreword by Jean Badovici (1949).

2

Panos-Nikolis Djelepy, Perspective view of the building complex,
Children's Village, Voula, Athens, 1933-34, 1936-39 (Djelepy,
Villages d'enfants, 27).

3

Photograph of an outdoor pavilion, Panos-Nikolis Djelepy,
Children's Village, Voula, Athens, 1933-34, 1936-39 (Djelepy,
Villages d'enfants, 37).

4
Panos-Nikolis Djelepy, Axonometric section of Type-A dormitory
building for 50 children, Children’s Village, Voula, Athens, 1933~
34,1936-39 (Djelepy, Villages d'enfants, 50).

5

Panos-Nikolis Djelepy, Plan, sections, elevations and
perspective views of Type-A dormitory building for 50 children,
Children's Village, Voula, Athens, 1933-34, 1936-39 (Nikolaos
Chatzipanayiotis Archive. ANA20_420_02. 2023 - Benaki
Museum / Neohellenic Architecture Archives).
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fresh air.”® Situated in a site that bordered the Saronic Gulf,
the project benefited from the mild climate, proximity to the
sea, and accentuated landscape, natural and topographical
features of the area, aiming to provide, foremost, a healthy
environment for the children’s activities to develop in. By
extension, in the dormitory units walls were low divisions
with rounded contours to allow for the free movement of
the body in space, to enhance the quality of natural light
and create rich visual perspectives. Fig. 4 The surfaces
were white and smooth, while the furniture and equipment,
especially designed for the project, were minimal, modular
and often stackable, facilitating the sanitation of the spaces
and their modification by the young residents. Moreover, the
design of the interior spaces highlights Djelepy’s interest in
rendering the child “participant” in the definition of space,
after the hypothesis that “the solutions to the architectural
issues of special type buildings are provided by the child
itself within [the context of] its particular living space.”’®

ARTIFICE/NATURE INTEGRATION: REINTERPRETING
THE MODERN MOVEMENT HERITAGE

In Djelepy’s project in Voula, the references to Modern
Movement architecture and its attention to the natural
context and climate as integral aspects of the building
organism are evident. On the one hand, the permeability
of the ground floor level and the clear hierarchy between
closed, semi-enclosed and open spaces were central
design aspects. These were met in the design of the

main administration building, by means of pilotis, of the
majority of dormitories, by means of gardens, parterres and
covered porches, Fig. 5 and of the restaurant, by means
of an innovative treatment of its fagade which consisted
in large sliding glass doors that could unify internal and
external spaces.”” On the other, the buildings incorporated
elements that responded to passive design strategies to
mitigate the local Mediterranean climate in the buildings’
interior,’® as in the experimental Type-E dormitory building
for fifty children which featured, in contrast to the rest of the
buildings, a symmetrical curved shape plan and an intricate
system of sun control devices.” The south-east facade,
oriented towards the sea, was intended to guarantee
optimal shade in the summer and natural illumination in
winter through an extended perforated canopy. The fagade
comprised continuous, sliding glass panels with iron
frames that met at the corners of the building and unified,
in mild weather, the inside with the outside. By contrast,
the north-west fagade featured minimum openings, mainly
a horizontal skylight on its upper part which allowed for
natural cross-ventilation.The Type-E building features in
both presentations of Djelepy’s project in the LArchitecture
dAujourd’hui journal: in the 25/1949 issue dedicated to
the topic of architecture and childhood (“larchitecture
et I'enfance”)?® Fig. 6 and in the 10/1938 issue,” in the
section dedicated to the Modern Movement architecture
output in Greece. An interior view included in the featured
project material shows how the sleep and rest space of



the building transforms into an open-air room delimited
by the covered terrace and protected by the deep canopy:
the frame construction allows the wall to be dissolved in
glass, only the construction remains, the coastal landscape
flows in.?? Fig. 7 As the solar path diagrams included in
these presentations suggest, the floor plan and fagade
design aimed at the maximum admission of sunlight at
the dormitory’s interior and at the sufficient shading of the
filter space.” Fig. 8 As Dimitris Philippidis remarks, “Djelepy
designed a series of buildings with significant possibilities
to adapt to the weather conditions,”” among them the
Children’s villages in Voula and Pendeli, while displaying
‘a remarkable ability to assimilate various elements and
integrate them into the ‘new architecture’"?®

The diagrams point to Djelepy’s ‘in-depth study of
illumination issues™® and the definition of spaces which
responded to organic and physiological needs. The interest
in these issues would resurface in further healthcare
projects of his such as the Children’s Village in Pendeli and
the Children’s Clinic in Athens (1939-40). The direction
Djelepy takes, having had recently completed his studies
in the Ecole Spéciale d'Architecture in Paris, embraces the
modernist concern with issues connected to climate and
sun control, through the inclusion of elements such as brise
soleil, fins, shutters, blinds, and pergolas, underlining the
technical dimension of the medical-use building. The use of
the sun control section as a project tool alludes to projects
in Europe of the 1920s and '30s such as Richard Docker's

6

The 25/1949 issue of the LArchitecture d/Aujourd'hui periodical, dedicated
to the topic of architecture and childhood (“Larchitecture et I'enfance”)
(LArchitecture d’Aujourd’hui, cover page)

7

Presentation of the Children’s Village project in Voula in the section
titled “Les villages d'enfants” in the 25/1949 issue of the LArchitecture
d’Aujourd’hui periodical (LArchitecture dAujourd’hui, 98-9).

8

Presentation of the Children’s Village project in Voula in the section
titles “Constructions scolaires” in the 10/1938 issue of the [Architecture
dAujourd’hui periodical (LArchitecture dAujourd’hui, X-64).

Waiblingen Sanatorium (1926-28),” Alvar Aalto’'s Paimio
Sanatorium (1929-33) and Le Corbusier's non-realized
project for a Sanatorium in Lake Zirich (1934). Djelepy’s
children’s village projects aligned with an architectural
stream, prevalent throughout Europe in those days,? which
“attempted to rationalize the pursuit of good health and
hygiene,””® by means of “new materials and technologies
such as reinforced concrete, steel-frame construction and
glazed ceramic tile [..] equally well suited to the fulfilment
of a hygienic lifestyle*® These elements became tropes
for the architectural responses to the prevailing medical
treatments — to a broad extent subjective and empiric.
Given that “early twentieth-century modernism occurred at
a time when the notion of healing by symbolic association
rather than the application of scientific methods was still
relatively unchallenged,”" as Margaret Campbell observes,
exposure to the sun and fresh air were a central part of
the healing process.In terms of architectural language, the
Children’s village in Voula anticipates “a current that leads
[Djelepy] to a neo-eclectic morphology of mixed elements
from popular architecture which intersect with the
rational mentality and which have not yet been completely
surpassed:"¥”the combination of modernist and vernacular
architecture elements, such as the flat roof, the open-air
room, the porch, the overhang, the white-washed surface, is
already evident in his work, concerning both private single-
family houses and public projects. The project expressed
a holistic approach towards the design for the child which
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Type de pediluve,

Dortoir. Intérieur du service des soins des enfants

Village d’enfants de « Pendéli » prés d'Athénes.

Vue extérieure.

VILLAGES D’ENFANTS EN GRECE

P. N. DZELEPY.

La sauvegarde de l'enfance est une
guestion vitale pour I"'humanité puisque
P’enfant est son avenir. La responsabi-
lité sociale vis-a-vis de ce prohléme
est énorme, Aujourd'hui, aprés la der-
niére guerre, le chiffre d'enfants mala-
des, débilités, névrosés, invalides, dé-
primés, estropiés... atteint de par le
monde 400.000 et ceux qui sont voués
a la sous-alimentation et a la famine
sont 200 millions (1).

Depuis que Venfant a été l'objet de
la sollicitude des adultes, un grand
nombre dé principes et de procédés ont
été adoptés pour sa protection. Ces prin-
cipes avaient toutefois une caractéris-
tique commune : la séparation de I'étre
physique et de P'étre psychigue. La
médecine s’occupait du premier, la pé-
dagogie se soucia de l'autre. Ces der-
niéres années, I'enfant a été considére’
comme un tout, a la fois vivant, pen-
sant et agissant, et tout derniérement
comme un étre social en formation. Et
les « villages d'enfants » prockédent de
cette conception toute récente. Ceux-ci
peuvent étre destinés en principe aux
enfants débilités par les maladies, sur-

nés. Mais le mot « village » d'autre
part, ne doit pas nous induire dans
I’erreur - de vouloir créer un lieu ou
les enfants vivront jusqu'a leur adoles-
cence, détachés et loin de leur famille
et de la communauté en général. Ce
serat la une mesure inhumaine et an-
tisociale, et une faute aussi grave que
P'abandon de I'enfant malheureux a
son triste sort, Dans ces « villages »
I’enfant fera un stage de vie en com-
mun, stage indiqué par !'état de sa
santé et la nature de son traitement.
Ces raisons supprimées, l'enfant du
« village » cédera sa place a un autre
enfant. Méme ceux qui n'ont pas de
famille pourraient en {rouver une,
grace au placement familial,

Par leur structure et 'ampleur de leur
fonctionnement, ces « villages » peu-
vent devenir des centres de santé pré-
ventifs par excellence ; mesure qui est
a la fois plus salutaire, plus facilement
réalisable et moins couteuse gue ce'le
qui consiste a guérir les enfants apres
les avoir laissés devenir la proie des
maladies. Le village d'enfants peut
étre par définition un centre a la fois

menés par le travail, conval bref,
de santé déficiente mais non contami-

VILLAGE DE PENDELI

Architecte : P.-N. DZELEPY

W.-C., urinoirs; 7.

preté; 5. Lavabos;

pour accéder au

v Tab'eau noir;

A) PLAN D'UN DORTOIR
ET DE SES DEPENDANCES

A Entrée principale; 1, Accés, mar-
ches hasses en plan incliné; 2, Pore
che d'entrée; a Jdardiniére en bri-
que ; b Banc en pierre ou en brique;
¢ abreuvoir 2 jet d'eau; B Service
des soins des enfants; 3. Vestibule;
de Banc en bois;
Urinoirs bitu-
més; g Placard débarras de pro-
h Lave-mains,
visage, pieds; i Tablette pour hros-
se a dents; 6. Douches; j Banc a
claire-voie en hois; k Pomme d'ar-
rosoir flexible; 7. Déshabilloir, ha-
billoir; | Garde-robe jumelée; 8.
Surveillance ; m Bureau ; n Garde-
robe ; 9. Office des soins immédiats ;
o Evier vidoir; p Placard et pail-
lasse en marbre; C Dortoir aména-
g¢é pour colonies de vacances; ¢
Radiateur; D Personnel subalterne
des services généraux; 10, Chambre
de personnel; 11, Ensemble de toi-
lette du personnel; r Douche avec
déshabilloir; s Bidet; t Débarras
de propreté; 12, Entrepot partiel de
lingerie ; E Terrasse,
et cure d'air; F Calerie abritée
réfectoire par
mauvais temps.

B) PLAN DU DORTOIR AMENAGE
POUR PREVENTORIUM

13 Dortoir; u Rideau; 14 Classe;
x Armoire bi-
bliothéeque ; y Table d’écoliers ser-
vant aussl au réfectoire; 15, Ré-
création par mauvais temps.
ha Béton armé; mc Magonnerie;
br Briques; pb Porte en bois; pm
Porte métallique; fbh Fenétre pivo-

édi nitaire et médico-pédagogique,
en un mot médico-social.

Dans les realisations des  villagy
d’enfants » I'apport des techniciens g
général et des architectes en partioy
liers est d'une importance capitale, cg!"
derniers ont I'occasion d'étudier |'ep
fant dans sa propre existence et de |
oréer une ambiance psychique et g
rituelle favorabie. L'axiome de la r
tionalisation scientifique et technlg
conditionnée par la fonction humai
de I'enfant nécessite une étroite
continuelle collaboration de [I'areh|
tecte avec les hygiénistes, pédagogy
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| AVANTAGES 1. Village d'enfant, a Voula, prés d’Athénes.
) Dortoir-type EPSILON, Facade principale.
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4 a, Banc en pierre; B, Service des soins
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3 H da
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ECOLE A PEFKAKIA
PIKIONIS, ARCHITECTE

CONSTRUCTIONS
SCOLATRES

COLONIE DE VACANCES A VOULAS
P. N. DZELEPY, ARCHITECTE

Cette colonie de vacances située a 23 kilométres d'Athénes comprend : un réfectoire
et une série de dortoirs pour un total de 400 enfants. Chaque dortoir (pour 50 enfants),
de plan_ courbe, possede vers le Sud, une facade entiérement vitrée, les chassis qui la
ferment’ penvent s'éclipser entiérement de maniére a constituer un abri ouvert pour le
repos en plein air. Un auvent protége Lintérieur des ardeurs du soleil en été, en hiver,
Uenlévement de caissons mobiles permet de laisser pénétrer le soleil jusqu’au fond des
locaux. -
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conceived the latter “as a whole, both living, thinking, and
acting, and most recently as a social being in formation."*
From the scale of the buildings to the design of furniture,
sanitary and interior space equipment, the project in
Voula was centered around the children’s physical scale
and activities: it incorporated a program that highlighted
the development of social connections, free movement
and access to nature through its year-round functioning.
In addition, due to the elaborate treatment of the tension
between inside and outside, in reinterpreting the modernist
visions of salubrious buildings, it bore an educational role,
introducing to the children and youth the importance of
caring for and engaging with the natural world.*

EMMANUEL VOUREKAS, PAIDOPOLI “AGIA SOFIA;
AGRIA, VOLOS: FRAMING THE CONTEXT

The attempt to improve the health and development of
children will run into the obstacles that the reform efforts
in these areas encountered in Greece in the second half
of the twentieth century. The turbulent political climate
of the postwar period, the arrival of refugees, as one of
the major effects of the Civil War, created new problems
and discontinuities. The hospitality of children during this
period is one of the most sensitive, multidimensional and

controversial issues of Greek modern historiography.®*“The
situation seen by the Welfare Divisionin Greece [in December
1944]" Ruth Pauley writes in 1946, “is too deplorable
to describe on paper so that it can be really visualized,
going on to add that “there were and still are countless
thousands of young children and adolescents completely
on their own without adult supervision and without
other financial support than their own efforts [as many]
children’s institutions were completely destroyed or badly
damaged.”* In this context, the earliest of Queen Frederica’s
initiatives — as she stepped up to manage Greece’s child
welfare system in 1947 through the Welfare Organization
of the Northern Provinces (renamed “Royal Welfare Fund”
in 1955) — was the foundation of the Paidopoleis (children’s
cities). These structures, part of the broader modernization
efforts of the Greek society, operated on the basis of a
combination of “voluntary and imposed philanthropy” and
state-sponsoring.®’ In the period 1947-50, it is estimated
that fifty-three Paidopoleis and approximately seventy
‘children’s shelters” or similar spaces operated in the
country,®® in continuation of the children villages built by
the state or private associations in the interwar period.The
education system and everyday life in the Paidopoleis had
a pro-royal and nationalist political ideology: the creation of



the Fund — a product of the particular political and social
conditions in post-war Greece — was a goal of the Palace to
ensure its position in the political rivalries, which manifested
themselves with ever-increasing intensity during the Civil
War, but also of Frederica herself in the political arena.
Views of the Paidopoleis were contested also due to
the fact that “the living conditions and the level of care
children were provided in [them] varied greatly:"*° for some,
they represented places of refuge from the severe social
conditions while, for others, they were considered vehicles
of propaganda and places of confinement. In support of
the latter position, based on a study of the quality of life of
children separated from their families in those days carried
out by Mando Dalianis, historian Mark Mazower remarks
that “conditions in these Villages in many ways resembled
prison life, and there was the same rigid sense of a division
between ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ worlds, separated usually by
walls,” in addition “there were no clocks or calendars, and
the day was regulated by the ringing of a bell"*° The rigid
and strictly articulated program echoed in the outdoors as
“children were marched everywhere, even on occasional
visits to the world outside” and “in most places they were
subjected to twice-weekly ‘political education’" The
Paidoupoleis stood for “a mixed blessing;” they “undoubtedly

9

Emmanuel Vourekas, Master plan, Paidopolis "Agia Sofia,” Agria,
Volos, June 1955 (Emmanuel Vourekas Archive. ANA-85-54-36. ©
2023 - Benaki Museum / Neohellenic Architecture Archives)

10

Emmanuel Vourekas, Elevations and sections of the dormitories
for the staff and guests. Paidopolis "Agia Sofia,” Agria, Volos, May
1957 (Emmanuel Vourekas Archive. ANA_85_54_10. 2023 - Benaki
Museum / Neohellenic Architecture Archives)

1

Emmanuel Vourekas, Elevation and section of dormitory building
for 32 children, Paidopolis "Agia Sofia,” Agria, Volos, June 1955
(Emmanuel Vourekas Archive. ANA_85_54_11. 2023 - Benaki

Museum / Neohellenic Architecture Archives)

12
Dimitris Charisiadis, Paidopolis "Agia Sofia,” Agria, Volos, March
1949 (AF 83-15. 2023 - Benaki Museum / Photographic Archives)

improved juvenile care [but also rendered] the child-victims
of the war easy targets for interventions by politicians and
scientists, for ideological reasons in reality."#

SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION AND USE: ENVIRONMENTS
PHYSICALLY AND PROGRAMMATICALLY DEFINED
The Paidopoli “Agia Sofia” (1955-58) in the coastal city of
Agria, Volos, designed by architect Emmanuel Vourekas
(1905-1992) was one of the first institutions to be
established by the Fund.* Situated in an area of accentuated
topographic, landscape and natural features — an olive
grove of approximately forty acres nearby the Pagasetic
gulf coast —, the dormitory buildings benefitted from a
southeast orientation whereas the communal spaces and
administration building, with its monumental entrance,
large staircase and continuous arcade, was placed parallel
to the coast. Fig. 9 With a capacity of 260 children, the
Paidopoli in Agria comprised a building complex of thirteen
structures in total that included eight children's homes for
thirty-two children each, with a respective multifunctional
space, and an aggregated building, hosting the restaurant,
the entertainment room with a stage for theatrical shows,
the administration and management offices, as well as
storage and service spaces. The autonomous buildings
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of the complex included the dormitories for the staff
and guests, Fig. 10 an infirmary, a laboratory and a gym
shed; further facilities such as a sports fields and an
amphitheater were integrated in the open space design.
On the northeast side of the plot, a small chapel opened
up to the main square in which the flows of different
buildings diverged: an ample open gathering space for
the entire complex with the flagpole placed at its center.
In the Paidopoleis, the program defined by the Ministry
of Education for all public schools was applied, however,
activities had a semi-military character befitting the
scout training method, such as uniform donning and flag
raising. Free time activities were drawn up by the leader
of each structure in collaboration with the assigned
doctor, according to the specific contextual conditions of
each institution, such as the available equipment and the
regional climate, and included games, crafts, folk dances
and songs, the tending of gardens, speeches of national
and religious interest and, rarely, theater performances
and film screenings. “The building facilities and staff help
to implement the family system in the Paidopoleis,” the

Royal Fund pamphlet writes, highlighting the inextricable
connection between space and use.

ARTIFICE/NATURE INTEGRATION: REINTERPRETING
THE VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURAL TRADITION

The Paidopoli in Agria centers around the harmonization
of building and nature, defining a system of open and
threshold spaces which enables a sense of freedom,
association and social interaction, in contrast to the rigid
functional program. The considerable size of the entrance
portico at the main building mediates the transitions
between inside and outside, while allowing children to
connect to the outside world. The covered loggias that run
the entire length of the dormitories’ fagades are raised from
the ground and similarly represent valuable in-between
environments. These spaces, besides being central to
the spatial experience in the complex, hold an important
environmental role. They form part of the broader
bioclimatic design principles which the project adopts, such
as the southeast orientation of the dormitory buildings, the
pitched roofs and the fagade design according to building
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exposure. A diagrammatic sun path section of a dormitory
building for thirty-two children, kept at the Neohellenic
Architecture Archives of the Benaki Museum, represents
the study of optimal natural lighting scenaria of the interior
space, in winter and summer seasons, and is telling of
Vourekas's interest in issues of daylighting and passive
solar heating. The section associates the project with the
early modernist strain of emphasizing the continuous
relationship between built and natural environments with
regard to environmental function, rather than in aesthetic
terms alone. Fig. 11 Vourekas designed the buildings
of the complex to their smallest detail, from the arcade-
shaped wooden window fixtures to the island-vernacular
style fireplace in the dining room and from the large glazed
openings which ensure ample natural illumination in the
public spaces to the wooden brick-covered pergolas which
delimit the terraces. The project expresses a sensibility
about building materials, furnishing and construction details,
sharing characteristics in common with an earlier work of
Vourekas, the children's summer village in Varimpompi,
Athens (1951). A high aesthetic quality is sought in the

design of these elements, also in connection to the regional
architectural vernacular. Although Vourekas draws on the
modernist architecture heritage, through the design of clean
volumes and unornamented surfaces, he adopts a renewed
standpoint toward tradition. To better understand such a
standpoint, we need to retrace his formative background
as well as the prevalent cultural atmosphere in Greece in
the late 1920s. Returning to Athens from his architectural
studies in Dresden during that period, “his career begins at a
time," Maro Kardamitsi-Adami writes, “when modern Greek
architecture is trying to find its way between contemporary
international currents and conservative tendencies that
remain attached to older forms."# The integration of the
vernacular architectural idiom — with a special attention on
the traditional architecture of Northern Greece, the region
in which the Paidopoleis were mainly centered — aligned
with similar design approaches to the growing typology
of the children's camps in Europe:*® aimed to relate the
building complex to the identity and culture of the area and
to nurture, foremost, a sense of belonging and community
among the young residents.
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CONCLUSIONS

Assuming manifold expressions throughout the twentieth
century, among them children’s villages, colonies or cities,
summer camps“® and Paidopoleis, the architecture of the
structures for childhood in Greece remains an under-
explored topic in comparison to school buildings, hospitals
and sanatoria. In the discussed projects, Djelepy and
Vourekas addressed concerns with the health, hygiene
and spatial experience of children in need, in periods
of political, social and cultural turmoil, which reflected
in the fervent search for a direct relationship between
built and natural environments. Fig. 12 Both architects
addressed the challenge of shaping the physical, material
and social environment of vulnerable children and youth.
Through their visionary projects, they valorized the
pavilion-plan organization to foster connections with
nature and render mandatory the use of open space
as a field of active relations, envisioning, in different
degrees, to connect the community of children with a
wider social space.”” The project by Djelepy explicitly
drew upon the Modern Movement tradition, placing a
particular attention on structural and architectural means

to mediate the specificities of the local Mediterranean
climate. It articulated a multifaceted design approach
that emphasized the integration of the built artifact with
the surrounding nature and coastal landscape through
the definition of variably permeable spaces, at times non-
programmatically defined. In turn, the project by Vourekas,
in response to a rigid and complex functional program,
prioritized morphological elements and spatial distribution
features from the regional architectural tradition, testifying
to the fact that “the emergence of modern architecture
also depended on a host of complicated interrelationships
with the vernacular and the traditional as cultural patterns
purportedly inferior to those that followed."* Even if to a
different extent, both projects echoed “the social dimension
of modernity in Greece, but [were] also a comprehensive and
conscious reinterpretation of modern forms, techniques
and ideas in search for a new contextual modernism."#
Revisiting these pivotal projects today may hold the key to
formulating a more inclusive history of the architectures
of childhood in Greece, which would continue to develop
in the second half of the twentieth century, targeted at a
social and cultural transition.*
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with Disabilities, hosted in the premises of the PIKPA children’s village designed by
Djelepy, funded by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, was inaugurated.

% Stefanos Agathos, “Paidopoleis kai perithalpsi. Istorikodimografiki apotiposi tou
vivliou nosileias ton etos 1950-1954 tis Paidopolis Zirou Prevezas [Paidopoleis and
care. Historical-demographic record of the hospitalization book of the period 1950-
1954 of Paedopolis Zirou Prevezal, Peri Istorias, no. 8 (2020): 11-56.

% "Welfare services in general were disrupted or entirely inadequate to meet existing
emergent needs.” Ruth M. Pauley, “Public Welfare Services in Greece,” Social Service
Review 20, no. 4 (1946): 523-36, here 526-27.

¥ “The child-towns, the Royal Welfare Fund or the Queen’s Fund, PIKPA and its social
workers, and Metera established their combined network or genealogy of overseas
adoptions, which originated in the competitive child-rescue campaigns of the Civil
War but subsequently developed into an autocratic child welfare system.” Gonda Van
Steen, Adoption, Memory, and Cold War Greece: Kid pro quo? (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 2019), 44.

% After the end of the civil war, the “Agia Sophia” structure was one of the thirteen
Paidopoleis that continued to operate. Riki van Boeschoten, Tasoula Vervenioti,
Eftychia Voutyra, Vasilis Dalkavoukis, and Konstantina Bada, eds. Mnimes kai
lithi tou ellinikou Emfiliou polemou [Memories and oblivion of the Greek Civil War]
(Thessaloniki: Epikentro 2008), 192, 193.

¥ Loring M. Danforth, and Riki Van Boeschoten, Children of the Greek Civil War.
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Refugees and the Politics of Memory (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press), 98.

“ Mark Mazower, and Mando Dalianis, “Children in Turmoil during the Civil War:
Today's Adults,” in After the War Was Over: Reconstructing the Family, Nation, and
state in Greece, 1943-1960, ed. Mark Mazower (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2000), 91-104, here 98-9.

4T Mazower, and Dalianis, “Children in Turmoil during the Civil War," 99.

“2 Nikolaos Chasiotis, “To ‘zitima ton paidion’ ston Emfilio [The ‘issue of children’
during the Civil War]," Kathimerini, July 1, 2012, https://www.kathimerini.gr/
society/461720/to-zitima-ton-paidion-ston-emfylio.

4 1n 2003, the building complex in Agria seized its function. In 2008, the Hosting
Center for Unaccompanied Minors of Volos, under the supervision of the Hellenic
Red Cross, began operating in the facilities of the former Paidopolis.

4 Kardamitsi-Adami, The World of Emmanuel Vourekas.

4 See for instance Hilde Heynen, and Janina Gosseye, “The Welfare State in Flanders:

De-pillarization and the Nebulous City," in Architecture and the Welfare State, eds.
Tom Avermaete, Mark Swenarton, and Dirk Van Den Heuvel (Oxon: Routledge, 2015),
51-68; Janina Gosseye, and Hilde Heynen, “Campsites as Utopias? A Socio-Spatial
Reading of the Post-War Holiday Camp in Belgium, 1950s to 1970s," International
Journal for History, Culture and Modernity 1,no. 1 (2013): 53-85; Roy Kozlovsky,

The Architectures of Childhood: Children, Modern Architecture and Reconstruction in
Postwar England (Oxon: Routledge, 2013).

“ |n the postwar period, the summer camp building typology in Greece would
evolve, including projects such as Emmanouil Vourekas's children’s summer camps
in Varimpompi (1951), Aris Konstantinidis's project for a children's summer camp
in Thessaloniki (1955) and Cleon Krantonellis's children's summer camp in Palaia
Penteli, Athens (1968-69).

4 See Zoi Georgiadou, “Spatial Morphology in Children Institutions. Social Co-
Presence, Spatial Dimensions of Control,” (Ph.D. Thesis, School of Architecture,
National Technical University of Athens, 20071).

“ Daniel Barber, Modern Architecture and Climate: Design Before Air-Conditioning
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2020), 26.

# Loukou, Rodi and Tournikiotis, “Greekness Revisited,” 53.

% "At the same time, several prefectures (children's dormitories) are being built, some
by state and others by private associations (XAN, XEN, etc.) according to the model
of the villages d’enfants in Europe. The institution continues during the first post-war
decades, while the buildings of the Children's Summer Camps established by the
Royal Welfare are added, for the orphans and the unprotected children, victims of the
war [..]." Kardamitsi-Adami, The World of Emmanuel Vourekas, 146.

Every effort has been made to trace the copyright holders of figures 2, 3, and 4.
The author apologizes for these omissions and will gratefully acknowledge them as
soon as they can be traced.
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Editoriale

Verso nuove estali:
tra storia, memoria e
rovine

Sofia Nannini

KEYWORDS
colonie per l'infanzia; architettura; storia;
memoria; riuso

ABSTRACT

Lo stato di abbandono di numerose
ex-colonie per linfanzia sparse nel
territorio italiano sottolinea l'urgenza di
un dibattito scientifico-critico sulla storia
e il futuro di questi edifici. Dalle valli
alpine alle zone costiere, le ex-colonie per
linfanzia raccontano una lunga storia di
sperimentazione sanitaria, pedagogica,
architettonica e sociale che ha influenzato
generazioni di cittadini e cittadine in Italia
e in Europa negli ultimi centocinquantanni.
Ospitate in architetture tradizionali o
dalla  grande modernita, realizzate in
materiali da costruzione duraturi come il
cemento armato o effimere come tende,
le ex-colonie hanno lasciato significative
tracce, fisiche e non, nel paesaggio e nella
societa. Questo numero di in_bo ospita
le piu recenti ricerche relative alla storia
delle colonie per linfanzia in Europa tra
Ottocento e Novecento — con diverse chiavi
di lettura, dall'architettura alla pedagogia,
dalla politica alla sanita — e mette in luce
esperienze virtuose di riuso e restauro di
tale patrimonio architettonico.

La nascita delle colonie per l'infanzia, tra sanita, beneficenza e turismo

The emergence of holiday camps for children, between healthcare, charity and tourism

The Promises of
Holiday Camps for
Children

Valter Balducci

KEYWORDS

holiday camp; social tourism; architecture
and health; architecture and education;
innovation

ABSTRACT

The essay offers an introduction to the
experience of holiday camps for children.
Holiday camps were a form of social
tourism which was typical of industrial
societies and which affected the coasts,
countryside, and mountains of Western
countries for more than a century. After a
brief presentation of the conditions that
generated their emergence, the essay is
organized according to three different
dimensions, which are here called
‘promises:” the promises of salvation,
preparation for life, and innovation.

Curare i corpi,
ristorare le anime:
Kerdijk, il primo
modello di colonia per
I'infanzia nei Paesi
Bassi (1907)

Dolf Broekhuizen

KEYWORDS
colonie per l'infanzia; casa di
convalescenza, sanita pubblica

ABSTRACT

La letteratura esistente sulle colonie di
vacanza per bambini nei Paesi Bassi
tra il 1880 e il 1920 sottolinea che tali
istituzioni avevano un duplice obiettivo:
il miglioramento della salute fisica dei
bambini e la loro educazione. Questo
articolo mostra che anche larchitettura
di una delle prime colonie di vacanza
si concentrava su entrambi  questi
obiettivi. Sia il rafforzamento della salute
che leducazione hanno avuto un ruolo
nella progettazione delle colonie da
parte della Centraal genootschap voor
Kinderherstellings- en vakantiekolonies,
che ha assunto un ruolo di coordinamento
per questa nuova forma di assistenza
allinfanzia. La societa ha diviso i bambini
in gruppi relativamente piccoli e ha
implementato un sistema di gruppi nelle
attivita durante il giorno. Gli obiettivi
sociali e medici sono stati implementati
anche nella progettazione architettonica. Il
primo edificio in cui questi principi furono
esplicitamente realizzati fu la colonia
di vacanza di Kerdijk, aperta nel 1907 a
Egmond aan Zee. Questo articolo analizza,
per la prima volta da una prospettiva
storico-architettonica, la colonia di Kerdijk
a partire dal suo duplice scopo legato
alleducazione e all'assistenza sanitaria,
un fil rouge nelle attivita della Societa tra
il 1907 e il 1920. A partire dal 1920 circa,
la situazione cambio e l'enfasi della vita
nelle colonie si concentro sempre pit sul
miglioramento della salute.
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On the Traces of
the First Italian
Holiday Camps: Three

Milanese Cases
(1881-1910)

Luca Comerio

KEYWORDS

climatic cure; Malachia De Cristoforis;
Martinitt Orphanage in Milan; education in
nature; holiday camps

ABSTRACT

This contribution aims to offer a reflection
on the main pedagogical and organisational
profiles of Italian climatic holiday camps at
the end of the nineteenth century, focusing
on three Milanese experiences: two of them,
the Cura Climatica Gratuita ai Fanciulli
Gracili, alunni delle scuole elementari
comunali di Milano (for the pupils of
municipal elementary schools in Milan),
and the Colonie climatiche autunnali per
fanciulli e fanciulle (for boys and girls),
have as an emblematic connecting element
the figure of the doctor and philanthropist
Malachia De Cristoforis (1832-1915),
a protagonist of the lively international
debate on holiday camps taking place in
those years, the third experience, the cure
climatiche organised for the young guests
of the Martinitt Orphanage, although a
somewhat peculiar initiative in terms of
the type of beneficiaries, shares some
important traits with the previous ones,
including the philanthropic character and
the centrality attributed to immersion in
nature, an element that ideally places
the camps in the track of a centuries-old
pedagogical reflection.

Irom Sanatoria to
Holiday Camps for
Children: Some Case
Studies in Brittany

Philippe Clairay

KEYWORDS

holiday camps for children; sanatoria;
seaside resorts; social tourism;
architecture for leisure

ABSTRACT

Brittany, a maritime territory, became at the
end of the nineteenth century a territory of
health and social experiences driven by a
medical discourse that emphasised both
the therapeutic virtues of seawater and the
prophylactic qualities of sea air. Through
regional examples, this study evokes the
installation on the Breton coast of the
first holiday camps for children, whose
beneficiaries came from many French
industrial towns, and benefited from the
salubriousness of this marine climate.
This study emphasizes the variety of the
specialized establishments created in
Brittany: from simple open-air schools
to sanatoria and marine hospitals, which
are then responsible for the fight against
tuberculosis. These examples demonstrate
how some municipalities specialized in
hosting holiday camps for children, and
how sometimes the proximity of these
establishments to a more traditional resort
led to conflicts on the use of the beach. The
study highlights that after 1945 the social
works of large French public companies
multiplied the holiday camps for children
on the Breton coast. Finally, the conclusion
evokes the current situation, where this
type of collective holiday is in crisis, and
how the municipalities and institutions in
charge of these establishments try to resist
a very significant real estate pressure on
the much-coveted Breton coast.

I'reguesias marinas:
Children Holiday
Camps in Lisbon and

the O Século program
(1931-45)

Pedro Silvani

KEYWORDS
O Século, Cascais; Feira; Estoril; holiday
camps

ABSTRACT

Portugal's early seaside holiday camps
emerged prior to the Estado Novo era,
serving as summer destinations for
underprivileged children even before the
implementation of national educational
programs. Educational and charitable
associations,  supported by  private
philanthropy and the working class, played
a pivotal role in the development of these
facilities. Newspapers and cooperatives
like Voz do Operario spearheaded social
initiatives to address the challenges of the
late nineteenth century, targeting workers
and their families. These initiatives involved
hundreds of children each summer,
primarily between June and October, for
the care of childhood tuberculosis and the
recreation of young guests. These projects
found space in existing buildings or gave
rise to new buildings along a mostly pristine
coastline, often at a considerable distance
from urban centers. A significant example
is the O Século seaside children's holiday
camp, funded by private and public funds,
operational since 1927 in S. Pedro do
Estoril, between Lisbon and the renowned
Cascais. The project went through at least
three construction phases, influencing
city public life and benefiting from the
support of Lisbon's famous Feira Popular,
in operation until a few years ago. Archival
documents, historical photographs, and
blueprints testify to the evolution of these
facilities over time. Transformations
between 1944 and 1945 highlight the
importance of this camp in the collectivity,
its strategies of funding, and its needs,
staff, and the children it hosted. Over the
years, many of these facilities disappeared
due to the tourism expansion in the area,
unlike the case of O Século, which still
partly continues programs dedicated to
childhood.



Le colonie come strumento di propaganda politica nei regimi totalitari del Novecento

Holiday camps as a tool for political propaganda in totalitarian regimes

Credere, obbedire,
curare: le finalita
politiche delle
colonie per I'infanzia
nell’Italia fascista

Arne Winkelmann

KEYWORDS
colonie per l'infanzia; indottrinazione;
politica; simboli fascisti; culto del duce

ABSTRACT

Nate come istituzioni assistenziali all'inizio
del ventesimo secolo, durante gli anni del
fascismo la funzione delle colonie per
l'infanzia fu trasformata in uno strumento
di indottrinamento e di addestramento
fisico. Costruite prevalentemente con il
linguaggio architettonico del razionalismo,
le colonie degli anni Venti e Trenta
erano allavanguardia per il loro design e
organizzazione spaziale. Ma anche se la
loro architettura di stampo modernista non
sembrava avere riferimenti politici espliciti,
nelle colonie si trovavano numerosi simboli
necessari per esercitare un'influenza
ideologica sui giovani visitatori. Le scritte,
gli emblemi e gli slogan politici, le opere
darte, lestetica della macchina e, infine,
l'organizzazione delle planimetrie hanno
certamente avuto un effetto sui giovani
ospiti. Con le colonie, un'intera generazione
fu disciplinata, manipolata, resa devota
a Mussolini e al regime fascista e infine
preparata alla guerra. Nel dopoguerra, gli
edifici sono stati rilevati principalmente
da organizzazioni umanitarie statali o
ecclesiastiche. Con l'aumento del turismo
individuale a partire dagli anni Settanta,
molte strutture sono rimaste vuote. Il loro
auspicabile restauro e la loro riconversione,
tuttavia, dovrebbero tenere conto dei
nefasti scopi originari, per renderli visibili
e criticizzarli. Gli interventi artistici e
architettonici possono essere dunque un
modo per interrogare criticamente queste
eredita del fascismo per le generazioni
future.

L’ONMI e
I’architettura per

la malernila e
I'infanzia (1925-75):
un palrimonio
dimenticalo

Massimiliano Savorra

KEYWORDS

ONMI; architettura del fascismo; edifici
per il welfare; colonie per l'infanzia; salute
femminile

ABSTRACT

Sulla base di una ricerca in parte ancora in
corso e in parte gia pubblicata, il contributo
presenta il ruolo dellONMI nella gestione,
nel coordinamento e nella realizzazione
di edifici per la protezione dellinfanzia,
in particolare colonie e case della madre
e del bambino, realizzati in ltalia durante
gli anni del fascismo. La riflessione nata
intorno al ruolo della committenza, inoltre,
permette di mostrare taluni aspetti legati
al concetto di architettura razionalista
come rappresentazione delle istanze
sanitarie razziste del fascismo, attraverso
la ricerca di una correlazione fra i progetti,
le costruzioni e i programmi funzionali
e simbolici originari. Cio considerando
che dopo la Seconda Guerra Mondiale
tali architetture per [infanzia sono
sopravvissute con le stesse funzioni (a
differenza delle Case del Fascio e delle
Case del Balilla), continuando a esercitare
in qualche misura le funzioni per cui
erano nate, sebbene con nuovi significati.
Tali edifici furono, infatti oggetto di una
risignificazione assolutamente necessaria,
giacché avevano nella loro genesi una
componente ideologica, nel caso specifico
razzista, non piu accettabile nel mutato
contesto storico-politico.

Fascist Health Policies
and Propaganda,
from Tuberculosis to
Holiday Camps
(1928-1937)

Simonetta Ciranna

Patrizia Montuori

KEYWORDS
holiday camps for children;, fascism;
tuberculosis, exhibitions; propaganda

ABSTRACT

The 1928 International Exhibition for the
Fight against Tuberculosis, held in Rome
in the Palazzo delle Esposizioni on Via
Nazionale, and the 1937 Exhibition of
Summer Camps and Childcare, alsoinRome
but in the Circus Maximus area, constitute
two important chronological milestones of
a research that connects architects and
engineers on the theme of architecture for
holiday camps for children. They are two
stages of a ten-year journey that from an
original purely sanitary-assistance purpose
acquired that of nationalistic-ideological
formation in which the Fascist regime
transformed the buildings intended for
tuberculosis treatment into actual gyms
for the physical and spiritual training of
young ltalians, which can be considered
as formidable propaganda machines.
During the 1928 exhibition the role of the
holiday camps for both the recovery and
prevention of children from tuberculosis
began to emerge and the commitment of
the Roman engineer-architect Cesare Valle,
who had been tackling the problem of the
hospitalization of TBC patients in Rome
since the 1920s, was underlined by the
exhibition's wide resonance in newspapers
and journals. Less than a decade later, in
the exhibition dedicated to holiday camps,
the technical-sanitary solutions had already
taken on a supporting role, and in the
designs of the citadel and the pavilions of
the institutions for the care and education
of children by various protagonists of the
ltalian architectural scene, it was above all
architecture and propaganda that found an
effective combination.
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A Infancia da
modernidade: Holiday
Camps for Children
from Fascist Italy to
Salazar’s Portugal

Elisa Pegorin

KEYWORDS
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Estado Novo; architectural identity

ABSTRACT

In Portugal, Salazar's government, after the
creation of the Estado Novo (1933-74),
introduced a series of welfare policies
following the example of what had been
implementedin Italy. Although with different
declinations, closely linked to the Lusitanian
nationalist identity, Italy became a model
for Salazarism. Various organizations such
as the Fundacgéo Nacional para a Alegria no
Trabalho (FNAT), the Organizagdo Nacional
Mocidade Portuguesa (ONMP) and the
Obra das Maées pela Educacdo Nacional
(OMEN) were involved in building holiday
camps for children in the country: they were
located on the seaside, on the hills, and in
mountain valleys, with functional programs
related to childcare and leisure. Numerous
leading figures in Portuguese politics were
sent by the government to study and visit
fascist welfare organizations in Italy, while
architects — engaged since the late 1930s
in drawing up layouts for summer camps —
were urged to use a traditional architectural
language. Based on a research conducted
in several Portuguese archives, the essay
traces the relationship between the two
regimes to highlight, through political
ideology and built works, similarities, and
differences in the relationship between the
modernity of architecture and the needs to
represent national identity.

The Machine and
the Camp: The
Projectuality of the

Holiday Spaces in the
Third Reich

Gianluca Drigo

KEYWORDS
machine; camp; Third Reich; Seebad Prora;
Hitlerjugend Camp

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to analyse the ambiguous
relationship with modernity of the holiday
spaces in the Third Reich. The Kraft durch
Freude (KdF) and the Hitlerjugend, the two
major Nazi organisations dedicated to
normalising the leisure time of the Reich's
subjects, were protagonists of architectural
experiences characterised by opposing
conceptions of modernity. Two radically
opposed architectural models seem to
emerge from the KdF Seebad Prora seaside
resort and from the ideal layout of the
camp recommended by the Hitlerjugend
manuals: the machine and the camp. The
analysis and comparison of these two
models define an opportunity to investigate
the complexity of the totalitarian spatial
ecosystem by analysing its two-faced
approach to modernity, its structural link
with the regime and the contemporary
perception of its difficult heritage,
attempting to dispel certain prejudices
and oversimplifications regarding Nazi
Germany's planning.

Teaching Freedom:
The Italian Anti-
Fascist Holiday Camp
of Saint-Cergues
(1928-45)

Fabio Montella

KEYWORDS
fascism; anti-fascism; holiday camp;
childhood; jewish history

ABSTRACT

In the French Haute-Savoie there is still
today a building that is deeply linked to the
history of the ltalian Republic, which not
only testifies to its roots and values, but
also represents a paradigm of childhood
tragedies in the twentieth century. It is a
holiday camp in Saint-Cergues Les Voirons
(now converted into private apartments)
which was built by the Italian “fuorusciti” for
the children of the emigrated compatriots.
The creation of this holiday camp was
considered one of the most successful
undertakings of international anti-fascism.
After its opening in 1933, the holiday
home was used for a few years by ltalian
emigrants’ children as well as a refuge
for well-known anti-fascists; then it was
adapted to the new needs of assistance
to the most fragile and difficult children
imposed by international circumstances.
Five years after its opening, the building
was in fact used as a holiday camp for
Spanish refugee children from the civil war
and, after the outbreak of the Second World
War, it became a place to welcome children
of any nationality, victims of the conflict
and finally a home-refuge for young Jews
fleeing deportation. This building, built in
a typical alpine style, was most dissimilar
from the fascist monumental architectural
models. Built just a few kilometres from
Geneva, it was much more than just a
building: it was a real challenge against
an autarchic regime that was increasingly
turned in on itself, even in its educational
models.



Le colonie per l'infanzia tra democrazia e welfare state
Holiday camps for children between democracy and welfare state

Ambienti di cura: due
villaggi per bambini
nella Grecia del
secondo dopoguerra
Stamatina Kousidi

KEYWORDS

villaggi per bambini; progettazione
architettonica; performance ambientale;
salute; movimento moderno

ABSTRACT

Larchitettura ha svolto un ruolo centrale
nei programmi di assistenza all'infanzia
sviluppati in Grecia nel corso del ventesimo
secolo. Questo saggio analizza due
esempi chiave del periodo tra le due
guerre e del dopoguerra: il villaggio per
bambini di Panos-Nikolis Djelepy a Voula,
Atene (1933-34, 1936—39) e Paidopoli di
Emmanuel Vourekas ad Agria, Volos (1955-
58), entrambi influenzati dal rispettivo
contesto politico, sociale e culturale. La
ricerca analizza come i progetti abbiano
contribuito alla creazione di una tipologia
edilizia incentrata sulla questione centrale
dell'ospitalita e della cura dei bambini e
dei giovani. Viene presentata unanalisi
critica comparativa dei due progetti, con
particolare attenzione ai modi in cui essi
hanno affrontato il rapporto tra edificio
e contesto, interno ed esterno, natura e
artificio, in linea con le terapie mediche
prevalenti all'epoca, ponendo un‘attenzione
particolare alle questioni di performance
ambientale.

Architettura per una
nuova educazione:
le colonie estive di

Roland Schweilzer
(1958-74)

Eléonore Marantz
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ABSTRACT

Formatosi all'incrocio di diverse influenze
- larchitettura giapponese, larchitettura
vernacolare europea e il Movimento
Moderno - Roland Schweitzer (1925-
20178) ha tracciato un particolare percorso
nel panorama architettonico francese.
Oggi e considerato un precursore di
un‘architettura contemporanea sensibile e
legata allambiente. Schweitzer ha cercato
di raggiungere un certo sincretismo tra
forma contemporanea e tradizionale.
Nel corso della sua vita professionale, la
dimensione umanistica del suo approccio
ha trovato piena espressione in edifici a
vocazione sociale. Fin dall'inizio della sua
carriera, a partire dal 1954, [larchitetto
instauro rapporti  proficui con alcune
organizzazioni di educazione popolare.
Questa vicinanza ha portato a numerosi
progetti e realizzazioni - ostelli della
gioventu, campi estivi, centri di vacanza per
famiglie — e a una ricerca architettonica
a lungo termine su queste specifiche
tipologie di infrastrutture di turismo sociale.
Il presente lavoro si concentra sui campi
estivi costruiti in Francia da Schweitzer
tra il 1958 e il 1974. Lanalisi dei progetti
emblematici — in particolare le colonie di
Cieux e Ballan-Miré — permette di capire
come, grazie al dialogo con i committenti e
i potenziali utenti del sito, larchitetto abbia
sviluppato tipologie e, piu in generale, un
linguaggio architettonico il pitu possibile
vicino agli usi e agli utenti, educatori e
bambini, e consente di valutare come
l'architettura abbia partecipato ai progetti
dieducazione popolare legati al movimento
della Nuova Educazione.

Holiday Camps
and Religious
Accommodation

in Sardinia in the
1960s: The “Casa La
Scogliera” in Solanas

Stefano Mais

KEYWORDS
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ABSTRACT

Holiday camps represent a significant
example of the architecture for mass
tourism in Sardinia after the Second world
war, and a concrete example of the health
and recreational function of local welfare
state policies and religious pedagogical
activities. Although marked by simple and
sometimes questionable formal solutions
- often far from relevant architectural
experimentation — holiday camps are now
characteristic elements of many Sardinian
coastal landscapes, as well as examples
of architectural and building articulations
which were functional to the pedagogical
conceptions of the time. Prominent among
these cases are a seaside colony and an
accommodation facility for social tourism
in the picturesque bay of Solanas (hamlet
of Sinnai) in southern Sardinia, both run
by religious organizations and located
just two hundred meters apart from each
other. The first is the “Colonia Salesiana
Don Bosco,” built between 1956-58,
the second is the “Casa La Scogliera”
completed in 1971. The reconstruction
of the design and construction history
of the “Casa La Scogliera” through
unpublished original plans, documents,
and memories, allows this article to assess
the relationship that this building had both
with the specific pedagogy developed in
the context of religious organizations and
with the tumultuous tourist development
of Sardinia during the 1960s. This paper
aims at revealing the history, values and
critical issues of this architecture and the
cultural context in which it is embedded,
thus contributing to the current debate on
the conservation and transformation of
holiday camps.
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Beyond the Holiday
Camp, Before Mattei:
The Meridiana Hotel
by Edoardo Gellner
and the Montessori
Method

Silvia Cattiodoro
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ABSTRACT

In the Postwar years towards the pursuit
of happiness and the construction of a
new society, an unusual accommodation
facility was built on a meadow just outside
Cortina dAmpezzo: the Albergo Meridiana.
The originality of this building can be found
in the female client, in its target— childhood,
hosting boys and girls from 3 to 14 years
old — and above all in the proposal of a
house built according to the Montessori
model, rather than a more traditional
holiday camp. The design was entrusted
to Edoardo Gellner and it represented
not only one of the first mature works
of the architect, but also a real design
experimentation on Montessori's theories
of the environment. Also, the building was
a testing ground on the interior design
which will lead, in the following years, to
the more corporate variation of the holiday
for children: the Eni Village Summer Camp
in Borca di Cadore. In smaller dimensions,
the Meridiana anticipated architectural
forms, interiors spaces and materials
and construction methods, contributing
to irreversibly modify the social and
pedagogical approach of the architecture
of holiday camps through Montessori's
words and theories.

The Horizon After
the Catastrophe:
Sciesopoli from
Fascist Holiday Camp
to Centre for Young
Jewish Refugees and
Beyond

Elena Pirazzoli
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ABSTRACT

In the fall of 1945, the former mountain
holiday camp of the Milan-based Fascist
Sciesa Group in Selvino (Bergamo) was
transformed into a sanctuary for young
Jewish refugees who had escaped
persecution, ghettos, and extermination.
The immediate perception that this served
as a form of reparation was destined to fade
over the following decades as this function
was succeeded by others. The architectural
and social history of Sciesopoli is marked
by a long, unbroken concatenation of uses
- some antithetical, others in continuity
- unfolding from the early 1930s until the
late 1980s. As the model of large buildings
for mass vacations and therapies faced
a crisis, Sciesopoli shared the fate of
similar structures: abandonment due to the
difficult, perhaps impossible, reutilization
in the present. Today, the current needs no
longer align with the dimensions and forms
of this historical structure. For over fifty
years, Sciesopoli has provided thousands
of children and young people with the
benefits of mountain air, outdoor activities,
a heated swimming pool, anti-tuberculosis
therapies, and refugee shelter. Presently,
only the latter function may continue to exist
as a social necessity. However, a refugee
shelter is hardly an object of investment in
the restoration of a deteriorated structure
in need of adjustments, which have indeed
occurred during Sciesopoli's seven lives.



Dopo I'abbandono. Il riuso delle ex-colonie oggi
What happens after? The reuse of former holiday camps

Daniele Calabi’s
Seaside Holiday Camp
at Lido di Venezia:
From Knowledge to
Reuse Strategies

Giorgio Danesi
Sara Di Resta
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ABSTRACT

The Lido of Venice, a strip of land between
the sea and the lagoon, has been the
favourite vacation spot for Venetians for
over a century. Since the establishment
of the first bathhouse (1857), during the
nineteenth century the beaches of the
Lido had become a tourist destination,
thanks to the edification of important
luxury hotels and Art Nouveau houses. In
this context of great change, the seaside
holiday camp “Principi di Piemonte” was
designed by Daniele Calabi and erected
between 1936 and 1937, commissioned
by the Municipality of Padua in order to
have a touristic location on Venetian land.
Located on a plot of more than 14.000 m2,
the holiday camp consists of buildings
organized around a large courtyard cut
out in a rigid geometric grid, originally
open to the sea. However, significant
transformative processes have changed
the layout over time, in some cases
betraying the architect’s original idea.
Through the analysis of the archival
documentation held in the Archivio Progetti
of the Universita luav di Venezia, the
paper analyzes both the design and the
construction of the complex, and highlights
the peculiar context of experimentation
and innovation on building materials
and techniques connected to the ltalian
autarchic years. The paper also considers
the current process aimed at reusing
the site by involving public and private
stakeholders, and highlights how holiday
camps represent a chance to investigate
cultural, technical, and economic issues
while preserving modern heritage.

“Rome by the Sca:”
The Holiday Camp at
Ostia Lido, between

Albergo dei Poveri
and Urban Hub

Fabio Colonnese
Marco Fasolo
Saverio Sturm
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ABSTRACT

The foundation of Ostia Lido, which
took place between 1909 and 1915 on
the initiative of Paolo Orlando with the
collaboration of the Associazione Artistica
fra i Cultori di Architettura headed by
Gustavo Giovannoni, represented a central
episode not only in the expansion of the
Third Rome towards the sea, but also of the
Italian colonial culture. The construction of
the Marine Hospice by Marcello Piacentini
provided the first piece of the new
settlement, addressed towards a language
suspended between  classicism and
vernacular which was further developed by
Vincenzo Fasolo in the nearby monumental
Vittorio Emanuele Ill seaside holiday camp.
Through the reading of the documents
and the buildings’ locations, this article
retraces the main design and construction
processes of the two buildings, intimately
linked to each other. It also traces the
phases of abandonment and degradation,
occupation and partial reuse that marked
them in the postwar period, providing a
picture of their current conditions and
the opportunities that an systematic
redevelopment could offer, inspired by
the historical model of the 'Albergo dei
Poveri” and other spontaneous bottom-up
activities.

A New Life for the
Colonia Fara in
Chiavari (Genoa):
A Complex History,
From Neglect to
Restoration

Federico Camerin
Francesco Gastaldi
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urban redevelopment; waterfront

ABSTRACT

The paper scrutinizes the evolution of
the uses and functions entrusted to the
Gustavo Fara holiday camp in the [talian
municipality of Chiavari (Genoa) from the
1930s until today. The work analyzes the
historical evolution of the building from its
construction to the recent revitalization,
including the tourism-oriented  urban
transformation of the western sector of
the city’s waterfront, i.e. Preli. In particular,
the essay questions the re-signification
of the building in relation to its complex
history (Fascism, refugee center, and
elementary school) and interprets the more
recent events that led to the recovery and
conversion into apartments and a luxury
hotel. The inquiry leads to answering the
following research questions: How does
the building dialogue with its surroundings?
Is the former holiday camp seen as a
difficult heritage of the Fascist regime
or only as a representative building of
twentieth-century rationalist architecture?
How did the recovery process take (or fail
to take) into consideration the needs of the
community?
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When a Masterpiece
is Auctioned off:

The Holiday Camp
Rinaldo Piaggio in
Santo Stefano d’Aveto
Davide Del Curto

Francesca Santoro
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ABSTRACT

This essay contributes to the discussion
around the following question: what
happens after a children’s holiday camp
ceases its activities? Are abandonment and
ruinan inevitable fate? The former mountain
holiday camp “Rinaldo Piaggio” is the case
study around which this reflection unfolds.
The holiday camp was built by the Genoese
architect Luigi Carlo Daneriin 1939 in Santo
Stefano d'Aveto, Liguria, where it housed
the children of employees of the Pontedera
company until 1983. Later, it was sold and
affected by an unsuccessful project to
convert it into a healthcare residence, and
as of today, it is painfully encumbered by
a judicial sale procedure, and is in short
‘a masterpiece at auction.” The holiday
camp is mentioned in many publications
on modern architecture and was declared
of cultural interest in 1996. This vast
historical-critical consensus, however, was
never followed by a monographic study
aimed at understanding the problems of
the building’s conservation, its functional
recovery, and the preservation of its
modernist qualities.

After an introduction on the building, the
text reconstructs the attempts to transform
and update its use, focusing on what has
happened in the last two years, between
the start of bankruptcy proceedings
and an unexpected opportunity to
protect the architectural qualities of this
masterpiece and promote the revival of its
accommodation function.

Il “Palais des enfants”

a Saint-Hilaire-de-
Riez (Francia): verso
una storia di usi
presenti e futuri di
un’ex colonia per
I'infanzia

Amélie Nicolas
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Costa Atlantica francese; turismo sociale;
urbanizzazione della costa; etnografia;
research by design

ABSTRACT
Sebbene la storia delle colonie per
linfanzia sia ben documentata, il loro

futuro deve ancora essere esplorato.
A partire dai risultati di un progetto di
ricerca che ha mobilitato un gruppo di
lavoro muiltidisciplinare della Scuola di
Architettura di Nantes, questo articolo
si concentra sul futuro di una ex colonia
nota come “Palais des enfants” (il palazzo
dei bambini”), che si trova a Saint-Hilaire-
de-Riez, una citta balneare della Vandea,
sulla costa atlantica francese. Essa e
un caso studio ideale per le numerose
questioni che riguardano il futuro di questi
patrimoni: chi sono i soggetti interessati
che svolgono ruoli nella futura gestione
di questo edificio? Quali sono i vincoli
giuridici, sociali e ambientali che incidono
su tale patrimonio? Quali sono le strategie
economiche da attuare per sviluppare il
turismo in una citta costiera caratterizzata
dal turismo sociale? Questo sito, cosi
come il suo futuro, ha portato a fondare
questa analisi su un insieme di prospettive
spaziali, politiche e sociali. Soprattutto,
questo caso studio ha aperto nuovi
orizzonti per iniziative di ricerca congiunte
legate alla progettazione architettonica e
alla sperimentazione artistica.
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In Italy alone, dozens of abandoned holiday camps for children are scattered throughout the landscape.
The size and diffusion of this heritage calls for a scientific debate on the history and future of these
buildings, which are often in a state of serious decay. From Alpine valleys to coastlines, former holiday
camps for children tell a long story of educational, architectural, health and social experimentation,
which has influenced generations of Europeans in the last 150 years. Holiday camps were hosted
in traditional or modern structures, built from long-lasting materials such as reinforced concrete or
temporary camping tents. Whatever their nature, holiday camps have left both physical and intangible
traces on the European landscape and society. With this issue, in_bo engages in a debate on the
history of holiday camps in Europe between the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, with particular
consideration of contemporary reuse and restoration strategies of this architectural heritage.
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Lo stato di abbandono di numerose ex-colonie per l'infanzia sparse nel territorio italiano sottolinea
I'urgenza di un dibattito scientifico-critico sulla storia e il futuro di questi edifici. Dalle valli alpine
alle zone costiere, le ex-colonie per l'infanzia raccontano una lunga storia di sperimentazione sani-
taria, pedagogica, architettonica e sociale che ha influenzato generazioni di cittadini e cittadine in
[talia e in Europa negli ultimi centocinquant’anni. Ospitate in architetture tradizionali o dalla grande
modernita, realizzate in materiali da costruzione duraturi come il cemento armato o effimere come
tende, le ex-colonie hanno lasciato significative tracce, fisiche e non, nel paesaggio e nella societa.
Questo numero di in_bo ospita le piu recenti ricerche relative alla storia delle colonie per l'infanzia
in Europa tra Ottocento e Novecento — con diverse chiavi di lettura, dall'architettura alla pedagogia,
dalla politica alla sanita — e mette in luce esperienze virtuose di riuso e restauro di tale patrimonio
architettonico.
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