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Re-City Conference
Urban Democracy and Radical Care

In the 3rd International Re-City Conference, we focus on the questions of radical care,
justice, democracy, and the city. We divide our approach into four partly overlapping
themes of 1) the theory and ethics of care in the city 2) urban transformation, 3)
social and spatial justice, and 4) urban democracy and activism.

Radical care means recognizing urban vulnerabilities and carrying collective responsibi-
lity with and for our cities by adopting caring and critical approaches and practices. Lin-
king care with democracy highlights how care is crucial for everyday democratic action
and vice versa, when aiming to create care-full cities and inclusive societies
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Theme 01 - Theory and Ethics

Theme 01 explores urban care as a concept and a value. The focus is on feminist and
relational ethics of care and care-full cities, but also other related theories and concepts
can be discussed. Further, we are interested in what makes care a radical approach and
practice in current urban environments.
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Spatializing Rights: Designing Fields of Action for
Spatial Justice and Care

Marianna Frangipane & Arianna Scaioli

Politecnico di Milano, DAStU

Architecture, often conceived and perceived as a complete, static and neutral object, is
a cultural and political act of social control and an expression of hierarchical rituals and
relationships (Aureli, 2020). This contribution questions the need to investigate the the-
me of care, its times and its forms from the point of view of the design discipline. The-
refore, emancipatory architecture is actively engaged in reformulating design as a tool
for political change, redistributing authorship and empowering marginalized voices in
line with feminist materialist perspectives such as Silvia Federici's (2019). Here, the role of
architecture is not only to respond to functional or aesthetic needs but also to provoke
forms of spatial justice, through acts of care and collective resistance.

Spatializing Rights explores the role of design by pointing out five fields of action that
will be explored in a conceptual and design-oriented dimension through some relevant
projects:

The Right to Space

The Right to the Everydayness

The Right to be Heard

The Right to Relations

In this sense, these fields of design action propose a renewed reflection on the poetics
of space as a possible beacon of “Hope in the dark” (Solnit, 2016).
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