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An example
Asteroid close approach
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A successful example
Rosetta
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The Boy Who Cried Wolf

Picture of the Fable of Aesop

Armageddon
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How to communicate
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How to communicate
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How to communicate



 Does Education and public outreach provide benefits to scientists?  to science?

 What are the problems and misperceptions? How do we correct them?

 How do we best convey the danger of an asteroid impact to the press in a way that 
we avoid miscommunication?

 Are we desensitising the public to asteroid impacts because every close approach of 
a small object is in the press?

 Can we develop guidelines for reporting objects to the public?  e.g. impact threat

 Should scientists ever write anything for the public?

 When should impact corridors be published?

 Do we need a colour scale for flybys - to give journalists an idea of how important it 
would be to report on a flyby from a technical/scientific view? E.g. based on fly-by 
distance and size.

 From the journalist's perspective what is the point of reporting the flybys?  Science 
or sensationalism?

 Are refereed scientific journals no longer the best way for scientists to publish 
research?
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Some questions…



 MSc in Biological sciences

 Author, curator and consultant,
• Communication of science and 

innovation
• Communication of cultural 

heritage

 Author of TV program SuperQuark, 
Rai

 Worked for:
• World Health Organization
• European Commission
• Bayer Cropscience
• RAI
• ENEA
• National Institute of Research for 

Food and Nutrition
• Etc..
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Giovanni Carrada



 Based in London, Canada

 Retired college teacher

 Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada

 Public lectures

 Edited collections

 Six children’s books

 Media work

 Philosophy of Science
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Peter Jedicke
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Felicitas Mokler

Felicitas Mokler has a research 
background in astrophysics (PhD in 
planet formation); since several year 
she works in science communication 
and journalism. As a free lance 
science writer she covers topics in 
astronomy and physics for print and 
online media such as Neue Zürcher
Zeitung, Spektrum der Wissenschaft
or Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. 
She recently founded the online 
platform weltraumreporter.de as a 
member of the cooperative of free 
lance science writers in Germany 
RiffReporter, which is currently 
nominated for the Grimme Online 
Award 2018.
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Waldenmaier Stefan

 Manager Public Relations of the 
Excellence Cluster Universe 

 Press Officer of an International 
Technology Company (Giesecke + 
Devrient)

 Journalist and Senior Editor of a 
German Technology Magazine 
(Funkschau)

 Studies: Physics (Saarland 
University), Journalism (University 
of Hohenheim)


