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Urban Agriculture and Cultural Heritage:
A Historical and Spatial Relationship
Paola Branduini, Rffiella Lauiscio, Lionella Scazzosi, Jan Supuka, Attila Tiith

he relationship between the city and agri-

culture has a long history: the agricultural

landscape around cities has always been a

place offood production and recreation. Before the

globalization of the market during the second half
of the nventieth century, rural surroundings were

the daily food supplier for ciry dwellers. Vegetables,

fruits, cereals, and animal products were sold in

the markets located in the main squares of the ciry.

'As mlfuxs citiztu I p*rceiued tlte rcwtte'ysir{e as

nw tt*$t§wer{ spnrc t{trtt &egitts u;ltere w'bttn

ctswsttt*rioet, {eiltetÉ, ttsphelt anr! sltops entl,

Eteryt/ti:rg cltouged w,lsoz tlse §rst ihntters
*terfeets i* Milan fit$ie lne tftixl: sttr{ tr lstg{rn t$

tailsìé* §lls {ottrttt'y lt§ {é s§ltrce ajtfaad,

{ *eg«x to trserrciue tlte xstnett"yside as tbe Xtlace
rreater! lry tlse zua*det'fit! ìnfinite cowltiutrtia*
*f seeds, ertrlb, euet{er, axrl {ight. {t r.t,tts tw tf
riljt ryjes cu*ful e*t{rrate t/te u,ltolr u,arl$, ratlter
lltau mji little Stierc of rcality esseutitily mcete

of *,alls.'

In the nineteenth century, the north horticultural

fields (Huerta) of Seville supplied the markets at

the gates of the historical wall (Valor Piechotta and

Romero Moragas 1998; also Figure 4.3.1); the veg-

etables of Hurepoix reached the market in Paris Les

Halles via the Arpajon tramway; and every morn-

ing horticultural farmers brought fresh products

and milk from outside the bastions of Milan to

Verziere square, behind the Duomo cathedral.

Historically, the countryside not only had a produc-

tive function, but was also a recreational area. At the

end of the nineteenth century, rycle excursion guides

were published for Parisians who wanted to enjoy

the ruqal amenities (Csergo 2004). Milanese people

in the 1930s are shown on a boat promenade in the

agrarian landscape along the Navigli, Milant agricul-

tural and commercial water channel (Figure 4.3.2).

Since former rural areas have been absorbed by

expanding cities, Urban Agriculture may now be

carried out where it had been for centuries. Today,

some of these areas are of historic value and tie the

agricultural production closely to cultural heritage

issues.

Cultural Heritage: From Outstanding
to Everyday Landscapes
The concept ofcultural heritage has been elaborated

by a number of institutional and non-institutional

bodies at different levels, such as UNESCO, the

Council of Europe, and ICOMOS. Cultural herit-

age is a complex concept that involves tangible and

intangible components, as rvell as historical and

contemporary values (UNES CO 1972 a). Tàngible

heritage pertains to the material elements of the

agricultural landscape, to their historical authentic-

ity and their physical permanence through time.

Intangible heritage pertains to the significance at-

tributed by people to places, techniques, and skills

that have enabled the creation of landscapes and

to features dictated by economic and behavioural

factors. The'aesthetic value' pertains to aspects per-

ceived by human senses and cultures (UNESCO

\XtIC 20 1 3; Laviscio and Scazzosi 2014).

Sergia Bcnriposi

Pre3leeni of CasrÌrr
Cucc:rgr.;;i citizens
a:sociaiion. a.oriìil tal!'

cf iile {ir-si sccìal |eu,le
oi :l l-:r:torrc agricul ir-:ral

buiiirlg ;:r ll lan
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4.3.2

4.3.2

Recreational trìp on the
channel Naviglio Grande,
used for transpodation
and irrigation (1930)

4.3.3

Large vineyard plot
close to family house
in Zobor, Nitra

4.3.4

Descriptors and evalua-
tion criteria for heritage
agricultural landscapes

landscapes' (ibid.). The view of a landscape as a

cuitural heritage site is determined by an increas-

ing understanding of the non-material (intangible)

dimension and the dynamics of memory associated

with physical objects and structures, which helps

to appropriate the identiry ofplaces from different

generations and social groups.

Agricultural Heritage
Landscape Features
Regarding agricultural landscapes, cultural herit-

age can be recognized in different tangible features,

such as the agrarian morphology and structure and

the rural habitat (Lebeau 1969). The agrarian mor-

phology represents ways of surface modelling agri-

cultural land in order to optimize its use, depend-

ing on the orography and exposure of the place. It
can include the following measures and elements:

the improvement of capacity to retain rain water,

by regulating the runoff of surface water; the sys-

tem of irrigation; and hard components, such as

terraces, paths, and stairs. The rural habitat can in-
clude traditional building materials and rypologies.

Intangible aspects-such as specific agrarian prac-

tices, cultivation techniques, and ways of process-

ing products-confer characteristic properties to

agrarian landscapes. Furthermore, customs and

traditions add a symbolic dimension. Intangible

features are also determined by landscape variery

colours, or characteristic sounds and smells, which

contribute to defining the 'scenic value' of a place

(Fiyre 4.3.4).

Cultural Heritage lmproving
Urban Agriculture
Ciry expansion frequently led to reducing the ex-

tent, structure, and crop variery of agricultural land

at the ciry fringes, decreasing traditionai landscape

features.

There are areas where this erosion is more evident,

such as in the Ruhr Metropolis, consistently trans-

formed during the second half of the rwentieth cen-

tury by the coal and steel industry; or in the Dutch
agrarian landscape, deeply and largely transformed

due to the hear.y industrialization of agriculture in

the rwentieth century (see the Ruhr Case Study).

In other European areas, features or elements of
landscape heritage can still be found in large parts

of the agricultural landscapes. The diffusion and

quality of conservation of such cultural attributes

have an impact on the perception of landscape for
all types of Urban Agriculture.
In Milan South Agricultural Park (see the Milan
Case Study), irrigated meadows and rice fields are

the remains of an ancient and complex system of
agricuitural production, made of an extensive net-

work of canals, specific land modelling, and small

and dispersed hydraulic structures for water regu-

lation. Some hydraulic artefacts date back to the

thirteenth century and maintain the memory of
traditional medieval cultivation techniques-such
as the mdrcita, a meadow irrigated also in winter.

Those and orher remains of the historical agricul-

tural system of Milan South are often the starting

point for the development of urban farming with a

cultural historic emphasis.
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Landscape Structure 1 891

E BoundaryofZobor

fl nrante land (170 2 / I B0 1)

:,' , Vlneyarcl, orcharcl (134,3 / 0,5)

l-l Garden, courlyarcl (43 3 / 1 10 6)

(hectares 1 891 / hectares 201 0)

Meadov't (220.7 124.2)

Pasture (1 08.5 / 0,0)

Scattered w00dy vegetation (l 5.8 / 0 0)

Forest (109,4 / 97,9)

Uncultlvated land (2 5 / 0)

ffi Water (B 4 / 38 4)

f] Built-up area (4,9 I 237 .2 incl. road)

§ Road (26,5 /see above)

[--l Other (0 5 / B0 3)

m0 1000 2000m

the airn is to embrace social ar-rd cultural functions.

For instance, the Woodlar.rd Farm Ti'r"rst in Vell-
ing is an educational fàrm aimcd at enhancing the

histolical and traditiorral landscape in r'vhich it is

located (creating paths through the historic rvood-

lar-rd, teacl-ring holv to plar-rt ar-rd construct a tracli-

tional hedgeror'i,, ploviding l.ristorical information
about the place rvith leaflets, and so on).

Often, agriculturaI heritage features are still visible in

the remnants of cities' productive green belts, closc

to the dense urban fabric that usually developed ai

thc cnd of the trventieth ccntury. In Palermo, the

ancient Arabian terraces-on r'vhich Ciaculli (a va-

r-iety of mandarin trees) are cr-rltivated-x1s px11 6f

the larger Gold Basin on the periurban eastern sicle

of thc city ar.rd form a cultural landscape; the land-

scape quality is used to slrpport a producers' co-

operative ir.r marketing their produce under a high

qualitl, brand. In the Zobor area of Nitra, r,ine-

yards form a very characteristic lanclscape located

on the sunny slopes in periurban zones. Remait-ts

of vineyarcls can be for-rnd in family garder.rs and

or-r srnall farming plots; grapevilìes .Ìre grown on

pergolas or espaliers, togetl.rer r'vith 1ocal fruit trces

such as al-r-ror-rds, chestnuts, mulberries, ot rowans.

l-*l

-=
i::l

4.3.5

Landscape structure in

Zobor, Nitra, 1891 and
2010

On the Femegro farm, for instance, the milking
robot rvas gently introduced into thc old building
instcacl of the milking parlour rvithor-rt dcmolish-

ing any part of the historic building; on Thvernasco

farm, histolical canals ale maintained in order to
kcep Lrp the rndrcita (rvater-meadorv) and to pro-

duce grass fol feeding an ir.rtegratcd livcstock. Tl-re

maintenance of historical featurcs and tcchniques is

proudly demonstrated to rhe public, rvho comd to

buy loc,rl food productr.

In largc parts of the Dublin perir-rrban area, the

morphology and the climate l'ravc contributed to a

centuries-old traditior-r of horticulture related to a

market gardening traditiorr. Recently, it r'vas trans-

formed in many periurban agriculturai enterprises

(see the Dublin Case Study). In the Greater Lon-

clon region, the permanencc of pastures ancl mead-

ows structured by hedgelorvs and small r.voodland

givcs o,idence of a long territoriirl transformation.

The clcvclopment of urbirn farms in these arcas al-

Iorvs prcservation ofthe landscape arrd heritage val-

ue. It is rccognized by people and meaningful for

their identification rvith the iandscape. Many types

of Urbar.r Agriculture car.r bencfit frorr.r the beauty

and adcled value of cultural heritage, espccially if
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General Situation

Built Heritaqe

Hacienda de Miraflores
'14th c. Mudejar Tower

1 6th-1 7th c. dairy farm
'l8th c. olive oil mìll

ò;;ffi
Tobacco dryer

Water tank, water wheel,

Casa de las lvloreras

1 6'th-'1 7lh c. irrigation system

and building for water control

rii,à iiò à Ài0.i",,
1 31h c. dairv farm

1 91h c. vegetable farm

Water l\4ill

1 6th-1 7th c

Workshop

Educational use

'ilù;àib;;r';;é '

since 1 983

Educational use

i;;;ffi;;;;
since 1 983

Educa'iional use

since 'l983
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4.3.8

4.3.8

Historical and current
uses in Parque de

Miraflores, Seville

4.3.9

Evolution of roads, water
channels, buildings, crops,
agricultural techniques in

Cascina Linterno, l\/ilan
(1722, 1864, 1946)

r-----1_______l

0 50 r00m

transform them into living spaces, reusing and

valorizing spatial qualities and features. For in-
stance, Can Masdeu in Barcelona is an example

of squatting in the abandoned area of a former

hospital and, thror-rgh gardening, converting

it into a vivid semi-public area with new func-

tions and visions (Giacché and T6th 20i3). In
other squatted areas-like Huerto del Rey Moro

in Seville and Cascina Torchiera in Milan-the
necessity of providing food without energy and

water supply from the city creates the necessiry

for sustainable solutions, rvhich begin by exploit-

ing available historic resources (Figt:re 4.3.7).

lvlira{lores road and Tagarele bridge ('1): 14th c. connection to Seville lntramuros city,

today connecting the park with the city centre

I TagareteRiver

Agricultural Heritage

Here, the act ofpreserving iandscape features is an

internal need instead ofan external output.
tansforming redundant historical farmsteads in
metropolitan areas can serve as a basis for Urban

Agriculture. Food gardening and farming can es-

tablish a bond between the former and future func-

tions, and can add the role of food production

to the open space as well as new functions to the

buildings.

A relevant example would be the establishment

of new allotment gardens by a municipaliry in a

former rurai site, such as the allotments gardens

in Badalona, in the Barcelona Metropolitan Area.

Past Uses Current Uses

ìii,sàì;i iiiii,l.iii;iì;
and veqetables (1 gth c.)

lrrigated fields 
,for fruits

and vegetables (1 gth c.)

Educational gardens
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General Situation

201 2 AGEA Regione Lombardia (D r--r-- ,
- o 50 loom

Visual Relations

.!rr",r Built barriers: low-rise housing part of the historic cluster (3), multistorey housing (4)

,,',,,', VegeÌation barrier

{ Viewpoints: visual interrelation between traditionaì meadows ('l) and farmstead (2)

I Cascina Linterno: historic landmark

1. 0ral traditions (home 1o Petrarca poet, presence ofthe miracolous healer Pre' de Ratanà);

oral memory (of rural customs and pre- and post-war farmstead lile)

religious traditions (functions in the small church and farmyard)

2. Field used for the ongoing tradition of the "Falò di S, Antonio' bonfire

3. Traditional rnarclta meadow cultivation technique

4. 0ral knowledge 0n former irrigati0n management techniques

I Roads existing sinceÌhe'l8th c.

I Cascina Linterno, farm building documented since the 1 81h c.,
panly supposedly existing since the 1 41h c.

. ,, ,. ,, Agricultural parcels, documented since the 1 Bth c.

llf Tree rows documented since the I8th c,

\- Canals, documenled since the 18th c.

4.3.10

Tangible Heritage Permanencies
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